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ADVERTISEMENT, 



Mr. Philups's Speechjes have received the 
highest 4Htip«tipJ|* : W^ifth cou^d he ^vea to 
them in E^gfattd-^eaj^er l*eeeption, from the 
mansion to the hovel , Ja some .i|iBt^9Ci^?» tb^ 
demand has been so greats that the pFew 
could hardly keep pace with j^enei^l cuii^ 

osity. When^ as by acclamatibn^^itheipablic 

• • • • * • •* 

Voice has given :Uf..fti]^est*praise^ it would 

••; •••• •• 

not be becoming to^Hiy/ mt wcis ^ - tf i att :itiiat:tl|fc 
present collection: Hk^rJ^eira* tnad^ a 

view to the accoi^p^jl^fNa fland ceAKeaii' 
ence of .readers of all classes. 
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SPEECH. 



MY LORD AND OSNTLEMEN, 

IN this case 1 am of counsel for the Plaintiff, who haa depot£l me, 
with the kind concession of my much more efficient colleagues^ to 
detail to you the story of his misfortunes. In the course of a long 
friendship which has existed between ns« originating in mutwu 
pursuits, and cemented by our mutual attachments, never, until this 
instant, did I feel any thing but pleasure in the claims which it 
created, or the duty which it imposed. In selecting me, however^ 
from this bright array of learning and of eloquence, I cannot help 
being pained at the kindness of a partiality which forgets its iate< 
rest in the exercise of its affection, and conMes the task of prac- 
tised wisdom to the uncertain guidance of youth and inexperience. 
He has thought, perhaps, that truth needed no set phrase of 
speech | that misfortunes should not veil the furrows which its tears 
had burned ; or hide, under the decorations of an artful drapery, 
the heart-rent heavings with which Its bosom throbbed. He has 
surely thought that, by contrasting mine with the powerful talents 
selected by his antagonist, he was giving you a prdltf that the ap- 
peal he made was to your reason, not to your feelings j-— to the in- 
tegrity of your hearts, not the exasperation of your passions. 
Happily however for him, happily for you, happily for the coun- 
try, iiappily for the profession, on subjects such as this, the expe- 
perience of the oldest amongst us is but slender ;-^eeds such as 
this are not indigenous to an Irish soil, or natursilized beneath an 
Irish climate. We hear of Jthem, iudeed,. as we do of the earth* 
quakes that convulse, oi^t^Q^pe^tileftce'^hdt iofecte)^ less favoured 
regions ; but the record: oft 4he -calamity *rs*^ only read with the 
generous scepticism of innoQpiiQe,. oV.an involuntary thanksgiving 
to the Providence that has pi^'serYe^Iis. • ii^o" matter how we may 
have graduated in the scale qf natiana*; n,o ii|atteCwith what wreath 
we may have been adorned,* o{ w^4^1)t^s&fgs Vve may have been 
denied 5 no matter what mivjr Imv^ been our leuds, our follies, or 
our misfortunes j it has at least been universally conceded, that 
our hearths were the home of the domestic virtues, and that love, 
honour, and conjugal fidelity, were the dear and indisputable dei- 
ties of our household : — around the Are-side of the Irish hovel 
hospitality circumscribed its sacred circle : and a provision to pu- 
nish created a suspicion of the possibility of its violation. But of 
all the ties that bound, — of all the bounties that blessed her,—* 
Ireland most obeyed, most loved, most reverenced, the nuptial 
contract. She saw it the gift of Heaven, the charm of earthy 
the joy of the present, the promise of the future, the innocence of 
enjoyment, the chastity of passion, the sacrament of love :— tlie 
slender curtain that shades the sanctuary of her marriage-bed, has 
in its purity the splendour of the mountain snow, and for its pro- 
tection th# texture of the mountain adamant. Gentlemen, that 



national tanctuary has been invaded ; that venerable divinity has 
been violated ; and its tenderest pledges torn from their shnne> by 
the poll nted rapine of a kindless, heartless, prayerless, remorseless 
Adulterer! To you, — religion defiled, morals -insulted, law de- 
spised, public order foully violated, and individual happiness 
wantonly wounded, — make their melancholy appeal. You will 
hear the facts with as mudi patience as indignation wift allow ;^^ 
I will, myself, ask of you, to adjudge them with as much mercy as 
justice will admit. 

The Plaintif in this case is John Guthbie ; by birth, by 
education, by profession, by better than all, by practice and by 
principles, — a gentleman, Relieve me, it is not from the common- 
place of advocacy, or from the blind partiality of friendship, that 
I say of him, that whether considering the virtues that adorn life, 
or the blandishments that endear it, he has few superiors. Surely, 
if a spirit that disdained dishonour, if a heart that knew not gaile, 
if a life above reproach, and a character beyond suspicion, could 
have been a security against misfortunes, his lot must have been 
happiness. I speak in the presence of that profession to which he 
was an ornament, and with whose memliers his manhood has been 
familiar ; and I say of him, with a confidence that defies refutation, 
that, whether we consider him in his private or his public station, 
as a man or as a lawyier, there never breathed that being less capa- 
ble of e»;iting enmity towards himself, or of offering, even by 
implication, an offence to others. If he had a fault, it was, that, 
above crime, he was above suspicion ; and to that noblest error of 
a noble nature he has fallen a victim. Having spent his youth in 
the cultivation of a mind which must have one day led him to 
eminence he beeaite* a menD^er^ of the pr^ession by which I am sur- 
rounded. Poss^iing t^Jhejdid a>4|(iederalb independence, and look- 
ing forward to the mj:^ /lattering prMpects, it was natural for him 
to select amonffst the CEtlier*se3(* Sfup^ friend who should adorn his 
fortunes, and deceive 4{is t^n* * 'Hte found such a friend, or thought 
he found her, in tHt^'p^hsjQj of Jifi^, Warren, the only daughter of 
an eminent 8olicit<lr./*Yovn^^ 4j^aiti{ui, and accomplished, she 
was " adorned with all that earth* or Veaven could bestow to make 
her amiaWe." Virtue never found a fairer temple 5 beauty never 
veiled a purer sanctuary : the graces of her mind retained the ad- 
miratjon which her beauty had attracted, and the eye, which her 
charms fired, became subdued and chastened in the modesty of 
their association. She was in the dawn of life, with all its fragrance . 
round her, and yet so pure, that even the blush, which sought to 
hide her lustre, but disdosed the vestal deity that burned breath 
it. No wonder an adoring husband anticipated all the joys this 
worid could give him 3 no wonder the parental eye, which beamed 
upon thdr union, saw, in the perspective, an old age of happiness, 
and a posterity of honour. Methinks I see them at the sacved 
altar, jointng those hands which Heaven commanded none should 
separate, repaid lor many a pang of anxious nurture by the sweet 
sttOe of 'filial pi«ty ) and, in the holy rapture of the rite, blessing 



tie ^we^ that blessed tfamr cfaildr^i^ and gaye tliem li^pe tbeif 
naoieB should live hereafter. It was Virtue's rision ! None but 
fiends eould envy it. Year after year confirmed the anticipation *, 
fonr lovely children blessed their union. Nor was their love the 
summer passion of prosperity: misfortune proved, afflictions 
chastened it : before the mandate of that mysterious power wMch 
will at times despoil the paths of innocence, to decorate the chariot 
of triumphant villany, my clieBt had to bow in silent resignation. 
He owed his adversity to the benevolence of his spirit : he^' went 
security for friends j** those friends deceived him ; and he was ob- 
liged to seek, in other lands, that safe asylum which his own de- 
nied him. He was glad to accept an offer of professional business 
in Scotland during his temporary embarrassment. With a conju- 
gal devotion, Mrs. Guthrie accompanied him ; and in her smUe the 
soil of a stranger was a home, the sorrows of adversity were dear .to 
hitn. During their residence in Scotland, a period of about a year, 
you will find they lived as they had done in Irdand, and as they 
eontinued to do until this calamitous occurrence, in a state of nn- 
mterrapted happiness. You shall hear, most satisfactorily, that 
their domestic life was unsullied and undisturbed. Happy at 
heme, happy in a husband* s love, happy in her parents' fondness, 
happy in the children she had nursed, Mrs. Guthrie (carried into 
every cirde, — ^and their was no cir<je in which her society waf 
not courted, that cheerfulness which nev^ was a companion of 

SaiH or a stranger to innocence. My CMent saw her the pride of 
is family, the favourite of his friends ; at once the organ and 
ornament of his happiness. His ambition awoke, his industry re- 
doubled ) and that fortune which though fpr a season it may 
frown, never totally abando];is probity and virtue, had begun to 
smile on him. He was beginning to rise in the ranks of his com- 
petitors, and rising with such a character, that emulation Hsetf 
rather rejoiced than envied. It was at this crisis, in this, the noon 
of his happiness, and day*spring of bis fortune, that, to the ruin of 
both, the Defendant became acquainted with his family. Wi^ 
the serpent's wile, and the serpent's wickedness, he stole into the 
Eden of domestic life ^ poisoning all that was pure, polluting all 
that was lovely, defying God, destroying man, a demon in the 
di^ise of virtue^ a herald of hell in the paradise of innocence. 
His name, Gentlemen, Is William Petkr Baicbr Dui<rsTAN- 
TiLLB Sterne : one would think he had epithets enoughs irithont 
^ adding to them the title of Adultisrer. Of his character I know 
but fittle, and I am sorry l^at I know so much. If I am instructed 
rightly, he is one .of those vain and vapid cp^jccomibs, whose vices 
tinge the frivolity of l^eir foUie^ with something of a more odious 
ch^cter thim ridicule — ^with just head enough to contrive crime, 
hot not heart enoujjh to feel for its consequences ; one of thosfs 
lashionable insects, that foHy has painted, and fortune plnmesd, 
for the annoyance of our atmosphere ; dangerous atike in their 
torpidity and their animation ^ ijifesting where they fly^ and 
{lotsbBing where they repose. It vvas tboogh the introdne^on 



c»f Mr. Fallon, Uie son of a most respectable lady, then resideot 
in Temple-street^ and a near relative of Mr. Guthrie, that the 
Defendant and this nn fortunate woman first became acquainted : 
to snch an introduction the shadow of a suspicion could not pos- 
sibly attach. Occupied himself in his professional pursuits, my 
Client had little leisure for the amusement of society : however, to 
the protection of Mrs. Fallon, her son, and daughters, moving in 
the first circles, unstained by any possible imputation, he without 
hesitation entrusted all that was dear to him. No suspicion could 
be agirakened as to any man to whom such a female as Mrs. Fallon 
permitted an intimacy with her daughters 3 while at her house 
then, and at the parties which it originated, the Defendant and 
Mrs. Guthrie had frequent opportunities of meeting. Who could 
have suspected that, under the very roof of virtue, in the presence 
of a venerable and respected matron, and of that innocent family, 
whom she had reared up in the sunshine of her example, the most 
abandoned profligate could have plotted his iniquities ! Who 
would not rather suppose, that, in the rebuke of such a presence, 
ffuilt would have torn away the garland from its brow, and blushed 
Itself into virtue. But the depravity of this man was of no com- 
mon dye : the asylum of innocence was selected only as the 
sanctuary of his crimes 3 and the pure and the spotless chosen 
as his associates, because they would be more unsuspected subsi- 
diaries to his wickedness. Nor were his manner and his language 
less suited than his society to the concealment of his objects. 
If you believed himself, the sight of suffering affected his 
nerves 3 the bare mention of immorality smote upon his con- 
science 5 an intercourse with the Continental Courts bad refined 
his mind into a painful sensibility to the barbarisms of Ireland ! 
and yet an internal tenderness towards his native land so irresistibly 
impelled him to improve i^ by his residence, that he was a 
hapless victim to the excess of his feelings ! — the exquisiteness of 
his polish ! — and the excellence of his patriotism ! His English 
estates, he said, amounted to about 10,0001. a year : and he re- 
tained in Ireland only a trifling 30001. more, as a kind of trust 
for the necessities of its inhabitants ! . In short, according to his 
own description, he was in religion a saint, and in morals a 
stoic ! — a sort of wandering philanthropist ! making, like the 
Sterne who, he confessed, had the honour of his name and his 
connexion, a Sentimental Journey in search of objects over 
whom his heart might weep, and his sensibility expand itself ! 

How happy it is, that, of the philosophic profligate only re- 
taining the vices and the name, his rashness has led to the 
arrest of crimes, which he had all his turpitude to commit, 
without any of his talents to embellish. It was by arts such 
as I have alluded to, — ^by pretending the most strict morality, 
the most sensitive honour, the most high and nndeviating 
principles of virtue, — ^that the Defendant banished every suspi- 
cion of his designs. As far as appearances went^ he was exactly 
what he described himself. His pretentions to morals he sup-> 



^rted by the most resenred aind respectful beharionr $ his hand 
was lavish in the distribution of his chanties ; and a splendid 
equipage, a numerous retinue, a system of the most profuse 
and prodUffal expenditure, left no doubt as to the reality of his 
fortune. Thus circumstanced, he found an easy admittance to the 
house of Mrs. Fallon^ and there he had many opportunities of see- 
ing Mrs. Guthrie ; for, between his family and that of so respect- 
able a relative as Mrs. Fallon, my Client had much anxiety to 
increase the connexion. They visited together some of the public 
amusements 5 they partook of some of the f^tes in the neighbour- 
hood of the metropolis 3 but, upon every occasion, Mrs. Guthrie 
vras accompanied by her own mother^ and by the respectable fe- 
males of Mrs. Fallon's family. I say upon ever^ occasion : and 
I challenge them to produce one single instance of those innocent 
excursions, upon which the slanders of an interested calumny have 
been let loose, in which this unfortunate lady was not matronized 
by her female relatives, and those, some of the most spotless cha- 
racters in society. Between Mr. Guthrie and the Defendant, the 
acquaintance was but slight. Upon one occasion alone they dined 
together 5 it was at the house of the Plaintiffs father-in-law 5 and, 
that you may have some illustration of the Defendant's character, 
I shall briefly instance his conduct at this dinner. On being in- 
troduced to Mr. Warren, he apologised for any deficiency of eti- 
quette in his visits, declaring that he had been seriously occupied 
in arranging the affairs of his lamented father, who, though tenant 
for life, had contracted debts to an enormous amount ; he had al- 
ready paid upwards of 10,0001. which honour, and not law, 
compelled him to discharge 3 as, sweet soul ! he could not bear 
that any one should sufifer unjustly by his family ! His subsequent 
conduct was quite consistent with this hypocritical preamble : at 
dinner, he sat at a distance from Mrs. Guthrie ,* expatiated to her 
husband upon matters of morality 3 entering into a high-flown 
panegyric on the virtues of domestic life, and the comforts of con- 
nubial happiness. In short, had there been any idea of jealousy, 
his manner would have banished it 3 and the mind must have been 
worse than sceptical, which would refuse its credence to his Sw^ 
face morality. Gracious God ! when the heart once admits guilt 
as its associate, how every natural motion flies before it ! Surely, 
surely, here was a scene to reclaim, if it were possible, this re- 
morseless Defendant : — admitted to her father's table, under the 
shield of hospitality, he saw a young and lovely female, surround-^ 
edbyher parents, her husband, and her children; the prop of 
those parents' age ; the idol of that husband's love 3 the anchor of 
those children's helplessness 3 the sacred orb of their domestic 
circle ; giving their smile its liffht, and their bliss its being 3 rob« 
bed of whose beains the little lucid world of their home must be- 
come chill, uncheered, and colourless for ever. He saw them hap« 
py, he saw them united 3 Messed with peace, and purity, and pro* 
fusion 3 throbbwg with sympathy and throned in love 3 depicdng 
the innocence of infancy and the joys of manhood before the venc- 
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"rabl« eye of age> «8 if to soften the farewell of one world by the pnra 
and pictured anticipatioa of a better. Yet> even there, hid m the 
yerj sim-beam of that hapfMnegs, the demon of its destined deso* 
lation lurked. Just Heaven ! of what materials was that heart 
composed ! which could meditate coolly on the murder of snch en- 
joyments } which innocence conld not soften^ nor peace propitiate^ 
nor hospitality appease ; but which, in the very beam and boson 
ol its benefaction, warmed and wound itself into a more vigocova 
venom ? Was there no sympathy in the ^cene ? Was tli^re no 
remorse at the crime } Was there no horror at its consequenoea ? 

*• Were hononr, virtu*, conseJenie, all exifi I 
Was there no pity, no i elenting nitb. 
To thaw the parentt fondlings o'er their ohiild» 
Than paint tUa nnn'd pair and thair distraotion wild !" 

atJRNS. 

No ! — no ! He was at that instant planmng their destruction ; and, 
even within four short days, he deliberately reduced those parents 
to childlessness, that husband to widowhood, those smiling infants 
to anticipated orphanage, and that peaceful, hospitaUe, confiding 
family, to helpless, hopeless, irremediable ruin ! 

Upon the first day of the ensuing July, Mr. Guthrie was to dino 
with the Connaught Bar, at the hotel of Portobello. It is the cus- 
tom with the Grentlemen of that Association to dine together pre« 
vioBS to the Circuit ; of course my Client could not have decorous- 
ly absented himself. Mrs. Guthrie appeared a little feverish, and 
he re^aested that, on his retiring, she would compose herself to 
rest ; she promised him she would ; and when he departed, some- 
what abruptly, to put some letters in the post-office, she exdaimed, 
** What ! Jc4iA, are you going to leave me thus ?** He returned^ 
and she kissed him. They seldom parted, even for any time, with- 
out that token of alfection. I am thus minute. Gentlemen, that 
ott may seey up to the last moment, what little cause the husband 
ad for suspicion, and how impossible it was for him to foresee a 
perfidy which nothing short of infatuation could hav« prodseed. 
Be proceeded to his companions with no other regret than that 
neoessity, lor a moment, forced him from a home, wluch the snule 
of affection had never ceased to endear to him. After a dayj how^ 
eveci passed, as sueh a day might have been supposed to pass, in 
the flow of sooly and the pMlosophy of pleasure, he returned home 
to <shore his happiness with h^, without whom no happiness ever had 
been perfect. Alas \ he Was never to behold her more ! Imagine, 
Kf yon ca», the phrensy of his astonishment, in being informed by 
Mrs» Pwtm', the daughter of the former landlady, that about two 
hours before, i^o h*d attended Mrs. Guthrie to a confectionw*a 
shop ; thM a carriage had drawn up at the corner of the stx^et^ 
into which* gentlelndn, whom; she veeognvmd to be a Mr. StemOi 
had handed her, and they instantly departed. I must teU yon^^ 
there is every reason to beMeve that a kmi^ was the confidant of 
the eOnspiracy. What a pity, that the objMt of tint guilty coa« 
fidenoe had not aeinethinf of faoihaaity | that« as afenudo, she did 
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Mitot fed for the eharacter of lier sex y that, as a mother, she did not 
mourn over the sorrows of a helpless family !. What pangs might she 
Bot have spared } My Client could hear no more : even at the dead 
of night he rushed into the street, as if in its own dark hour he could 
discover guilt's recesses. In vain did he awake the peaceful family 
of the horror-struck Mrs. Fallon 3 in vain, with the parents of the 
miserable fugitive did he mingle the tears of an impotent distrac- 
tion 3 in vain, a miserable maniac, did he traverse the silent streets 
of the metropolis, affrighting virtue from its slumber with the spec- 
tre of its own ruin. — I will not harrow you with its heart-rending 
recital. — But imagine you see him, when the day had dawned, re- 
turning wretched to his deserted dwelling 5 seeing in every cham- 
ber a memorial of his loss, and hearing every tongueless object 
eloquent of his woe : Imagine you see him in the reverie of his 
jgrief, trying to persuade himself it was all a vision, and awakened 
only to the horrid truth by his helpless children asking him for 
their mother ! — Gentlemen, this is not a picture of the fancy | it 
literally occurred : there is something less of romance in the re- 
flection, which his children awakened in the mind of their afflicted 
father ; he ordered that they should be immediately habited in 
mourning. How rational sometimes are the ravings of insanity ! 
For all the purposes of maternal life, poor innocents ! they have 
no mother -, her tongue no imore can teach, her hand no more can 
tend them } for them there is not '' speculation in her eyes )" to 
them her life is something worse than death ; as if the awful grave 
had yawned her forth, she moves before them, shrouded all in sin, 
the guilty burden of its peaceiess sepulchre. Better, far better, 
their little feet had followed in her funeral, than the hour which 
taught her value, should reveal her vice : — mourning her loss, they 
might have blessed her memory 5 and shame need not have rolled 
its fires into the fountain of their sorrow. As soon as h|s reason 
became sufficiently collected, Mr. Guthrie pursued the fugitives : he 
traced them successively to Kildare, to Carlow, to Waterford, Mil- 
fordhaven, on through Wales, and finally to Ilfracombe, in Devon- 
shire, where the clue was lost. I am glad that, in this rout and rest- 
lessness of their guilt, as the crime they perpetrated was foreign 
to the soil, they did not make that soil the scene of its habitation. 
I will not follow them through this joyless journey, nor brand by 
my record^ the unconscious scene of its pollution. But philosophy 
never taught, the pulpit never enforced, a more imperative moral- 
ity than the itinerary of that accursed tour promulgates. Oh ! if 
there be a maid or matron in this island, balancing between the 
ialtemative of virtue «af of crime, trembling between the hell of 
the seducer and the adulterer, and the heaven of the parental and 
the nuptial home, let her pause upon this one out of the many hor- 
rors I could depict, — and be converted. I will give you the rela- 
tion in the very words of nry brief 3 I cannot improve upon the 
simplicity of the recital. 

" On the 7th of July they arrived at Milford ; the Captain of 
the packet dined with them, and was astonished at the magnifir* 
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Gence of her dress/' (Poor wretch ! she Wa* decked iind adorned 
for the sacrifice!) ''The next day they dined alone. Towards 
evening, the housemaid, passing near their chamber, heard Mr. 
Sterne 9coldmg, and, apparent^ beatmg her ! In a short tlm^ 
after, Mrs. Guthrie rushed out of her chamber into the drawing 
room, and throwing herself in agony upon the sofa, she exdaimed, 
** Oh ! what tfn "unhappy wretch lam /— / left my home, where f 
was hi^ipif, too happy, seduced by a man who has deceived me . 
jMy poor husband ! my dear children ! Oh ! if they would 
wen let my little William live with me /-*-i/ would oe some conso' 
laHon to my broksn heart !** 

'* Alas ! nor chiUSren more can ilie behold, 
Nor frlduds, nor sacred home." 

Well niight she lament over her fallen fortunes ! well might she 
mourn over the memory of days when the sun of heaven seemed 
to rise but for her happiness ! well might she recall the home she 
had endeared J the children she had nursed, the hapless husband, of 
whose life she was the pulse ! But one short week before, this 
earth could not reveal a lovelier vision $ — ^Virtue blessed, tJTectioK 
followed, beauty beamed on her ; the light of every eye. the 
charm of every heart, she moved along in doudless chastity, cneer- 
ed by the song of love, and circled by the splendours she created ! 
Behold her now, the loathsome refuse of an adulterous bed ; fes- 
tering in the very infection of her crime ', the scoff and scorn of 
their unmanly, merdless, inhuman author ! But thus it ever is 
with the votaries of guilt 5 the birth of their crime is the death of 
their enjoyment 5 and the wretch who flings his offering on its al- 
lar, faUs an immediate victim to the flame of his devotion. I am 
glad it is *so ; it is a wise, retributive dispensation ; it bears the 
stamp of a preventive Providence. I rejoice it is so, in the pre- 
sent mstiance, first, because this premature infliction must ensure 
imentance in the wretched sufferer; and next, because, as this 
adulterous flend has rather acted on the suggestions of his nature 
than his shape, by rebelling against the finest impulse of man, he 
has made himselx an outlaw from the sympathies of humanity.— 
Why should he expect that charity from you, which he would not 
mare even to the misfortunes he had inflicted > For the honour 
of the form in which he is disguised, I am willing to hope he was 
so blinded by his vice, thiit he did not see the fuu extent of those 
tmsfortunes. If he had feelings capable of being touched^ it is not 
to the faded victim of her own weakness, and of his wickedness, 
that i would direct them. There is notJdng iu her crime whieh 
affrights charity from its commiseration. But, Gentlemen, there 
is onoy ovdr whom pity may mourn, — ^for he is wretched; and 
mourn without a blush,— for he is guiltless. How shall I depict 
to you the deserted husband ? To^very c^er object in thi» cata- 
logue of calaufity there is some crime attadied wmch checks oom- 
'passion. But here-<^Oh ! if ever there was a man amiable, it wais 
that m^.— Oh ! if ever there was a husband fond^ it was that 
husband. His hope, his joy, his ambition^ was domestic; hir toils 
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«Nire fakwlteii in the aSl^ons of bk home; and amid every a4<r 
veneyaneifoi foitnne^ hope.polnted to his children9<— and he waf 
eomfovted. By ibis vile a^ thi^ hope is blasted^ that house is a 
468ert, those children are parenUess ! In yifok do they look to 
tkeir sunriviiifr parent :-*<*hiB heart is broken^ lus mind is m rains, 
his very form |is fading from the earths He had one cons<^atiOii» 
an aged mother, on whose life the remnant of his fortunes hang» 
and on whose protection of bis children his remaining- prospects 
rested $ even that is over } — she could not survive his shame, she 
never raised her head, she became hearsed in his misfortune ; — he 
has followed her funeral. If this be not the climax of human mi- 
eery, tell me in what does hnman misery consist } Wife, parent, 
fartone, prospects, happiness, — all gone at onee,-"*«nd gone for 
emr ! For my pmrt, when I contemj^ate this, I do not wonder al 
the impresstott it has produced on lum ; I do not w<Hider at the 
fittled form, the d^ected air, the emaciated counteoeiice, and aU 
Idle minotts and momdering trophies, by wluch misery has marked 
its triumph over youth, and health, and happiness } I know, l^a(t 
in the hordes of what is called foahienable life, there is a sect of 
phibsophers, wonderfully patient of their felloWfCxeatures* safer* 
lags 5 men too senmbleto feel for any one> or tooselfish to feel for 
o&rs. I trust ^^ve is not one amoi^^ yo« who can even hear of 
9ach calamities without afflic^nj or, if there be, I pray that he sMty 
sever know their import by experience -, that havings i».the wiUer* 
Bess jof tins world, but one dear and darling object, withoiit wliene 
•participation bliss wonld be joyless, aadiuiwhose sympathies sorrow 
has fonnd acharm ; whose smile has: cheecedhis toil, whose love hat 
pillowed his misfortunes, whose angel-spirit, guiding him throudk 
danger^ and darkness, and despair, amid the world's frown and the 
friend's pei^dy, was more than friend, and world, and ail to him ! 
fiod forbid, that by a viHain^s wile, or a villain's wickedness, the 
poiace of that artery torn from his heart-strings, he should be 
taught how to appreciate the woe of others in the disaud soUlnde 
el Ms own. Oh, no ! I feel that I address myself to hnman beings, 
who, knowinif tibe vahie of what the work! is worth, are cel^aEle 
of appredHling aU that makes it dear to us. 

Olxterve, how^er,-r^est this crime shonld want aggrav ationr t 
observe^ I beseech you, the period of its accompUshaient. Mf 
Client was not so young as that the elasticity of his sfnrit eoiiU 
rebound and bear Um above the pressure of the misfostmie^ ner 
was he withered by age into a comparative insensilHlky $ but JMl 
at that temperate interval of manhood, when passion had ceased to 
^y and reason b^^s to operate -, when love, gratified, left Vm 
jMfthiag te desire ; and fideUty, long tried, left him nothing to a^ 
j^hei^ : be waejnst, t^o, at that period of his pcofessionafeaseov, 
when, hi^ patient indnstry having conquered the accent, he was 
vabfe to foek aroaad him from the height on which he rested. For 
this, welcome had bemi the day of tamult, and the pale midnight 
lamp sa c e eo d in g ; welcome had been the drudgery c^ form 3 wel- 
aome the analysis of crime ; welcome the sneer of envy, and the 
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scorn of dalness, and all the spurns wbich '' ptfttent toeiit of the 
unworthy takes." For this he had encountered, perhaps, ^ ge^ 
nerons rivalry of genius, perhaps the biting blasts of poverty, per- 
haps the elforts of that deadly slander, which, coiling round tlie 
cradle of his young Ambition^ niight hare sought to crush him to 
its envenomed foldings. 

" Ah ! who can tell how hard it is to climb 
The steep were Fame's proud temple shines afar? 
Ah ! who can tell how many a soul sublime 
Hath felt the influence of malignant star. 
And waged with fortune ao eternal war ?" Beattib. 

Can such an injury as this admit of justification ? I think the 
learned Counsel will concede it cannot. But it may be palliated. 
Let us see how. -Perhaps the Defendant was young and thought- 
lets ; perhaps unmerited prosperity raised him above the pressure 
of misfortune ; and the wild .pulse of impetuous passion impelled 
him to a purpose at which his experience would have shuddered; 
Quite the contrary. The noon of manhood has almost passed over 
him 5 and a youthy spent in the recesses of a debtor's prison, made 
him familiar with every form of human misery : he saw what mis* 
fortune was $ — it did not teach him pity ; he saw the effects of 
guilt ; — ^he spumed the admonition. Perhaps, in the solitude of a 
single life, he had never known the social blessedness of marriage ; 
-—he has a wife and children ', or^ if she be not his wife, she is the 
victim of his crime, and adds another to the calendar of his seduc- 
tion. Certain it is, he has little children, who thiiik themsdvea 
le^timate ; will his advocates defend him, by proclaiming their 
bastardy ? Certain it is, there is a wretched female, his own cousin 
too, who thinks herself his wife 3 will they protect him, by pro- 
claiming he has only deceived her into being his prostitute? Per- 
haps his crime, as in the celebrated case of Howard, immortalized 
by Lord Ersktne, may have found its origin in parental cruelty ; 
it might perhaps have been, that in their spring of life^ when 
Fancy waved her fairy wand around them, till all above was sun- 
shine, and all beneath was flowers } when to their dear and charmed 
vision this ample world was but a weedless garden, where every 
tint spoke Nature's loveliness, and every sound breathed Heaven's 
melody, and every breeze was but embodied fragrance 3 it might 
have been that, in this cloudless holiday. Love wove his roseate 
bondage around them, till their young hearts so grew togeiiier^ 
Hiat a separate existence ceased, and life itself became a sweet ides* 
tity ; it might have been that^ envious of this Paradise, some worse 
than demon tore them from each other, to pine for years in absence^ 
and at length to perish in a palliated impiety. Oh ! Gentlemen, 
in such a case. Justice herself, with her uplifted sword, would caU 
on Mercy to preserve the victim. « There was no such palliation : 
-^4he period of their acquiuntance was little more than sufficient 
for the maturity of their crime ; and they dare not libel Love, bjr 
rikielding under its soft and sacred name, the loathsome revels <h 
an adulterous depravity. It might have been, the husband's «nt« 



elty left a too easy broad for sednctkni* Wiil they dans assert it I 
Ah ! too well they knew he would not let *^ the winds of Hetfven 
visit her face too roughly." Monstrous as it is> I have hear^ iif« 
deed, that they mean to rest upon an opposite palliation ; I hBte 
heard it rumoured^ that they mean to rest the wife's fidelity ifpoif 
the husband's fondneps. I know that ^uilt, in its conception mean; 
and in its commission tremulous^is, in its exposure^ desperate and 
audacious. I know tfaat^ in the fugitire panic of its retreat, it will 
stop to fling its Parthian poison upon the justice that pursues it. 
Put I do hope, bad and abandoned, and hopeless as their cause is^ 
•-^I do hope, for the name of human nature, that I have been 
deceived in the rumours of this unnatural defence. Merciful God ! 
is it in the 'presence of this venerable Court, is it in the hearing 
of this virtuous Jury, is it in the zenith of an enlightened age, 
that I am to be told, because female tienderness was not watched 
with worne than Spanish vigilance, and harassed with worse than 
Eastern severity ; because the marriage contract is not converted 
into the curse of incarceration 3 because woman is allowed the dig- 
nity of a human soul, and man does not degrade himself into a 
human monsfer ; because the Vow of endearment is not made the 
vehicle of deception, and the altar's pledge is not become the pass- 
port of a barbarous perjury 3 and that too in a land of courage and 
chivalryi where the female form has been held as a patent direct 
from the Divinity, bearing in its chaste and charmed helplessness 
the assurance of its strength, and the amulet of its protection ; — 
am I to be told, that the demon adulterer is therefore not only to 
perpetrate his crimes, but to vindicate himself, through the very 
virtues he has violated ? I cannot believe it 5 I dismiss the suppo- 
sition : it is most '^ monstrous, foul, and unnatural.*' — Suppose 
that the Plaintiff pursued a different principle -, suppose that his 
conduct had been the reverse of what it was -, suppose that in place 
of being kind, he had been cruel to this deluded female 5 that he 
had been her tyrant, not her protector ; her gaoler, not her hus- 
band : what then might not have been the defence of this adul- 
terer ? Might he not then say, and say with speciousness, " True, 
I seduced her into crime, but it was to save her from cruelty ; tme, 
she is my adulteress, because he was her despot.'* ' Happily, 
Gentlemen, he can say no such thing. — I have heard it said, too, 
during the ten months of calumny, for which, by every species of 
legal delay, they have procrastinated this trial, that, next to the 
impeachment of the husband's tenderness, they mean to rely on 
what they libel as the levity of their unhappy victim ! I know 
not by what right any man, but above all, a married 'mka, pre- 
sumes to scrutinize into the conduct of a married female. I know 
not. Gentlemen, how yon would feel, under the consciousness that 
every coxcomb was at liberty to estimate the warmth, or the co(^ 
ness, of your wives^ by the barometer of his vanity, that he might 
ascertun predsdy the prudence of his invasion on thdr virtue.-— 
But I do know, that such a defence, coming from such a quaiter, 
would not at all surprise me. Poor-— unfortunate— 'follen female 1 
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How f»a ^eexpect mercy from hec destroyer ? How ean sbfe «c« 

Ssct that he wiU revere the character he was careless of preserving ? 
ow can she suppose that» after having made her peace the peo&r 
to his appetite, he will not make her reputation the victim of his 
avarice ? Such a defence is quite to be expected : knowing him, 
it will not surprise me 3 if I know you^ it will not avail him. 

Having now shown yon, that a crime> almost unprecedented ia 
this country, is dothed in every aggravation, and robbed of every 
palliaitive, it is natural you should enquire, what was the motive 
for its commission } What do you think it was > — ^Proi^dentially-— 
miraculously, I should have said, for you never could have divined 
<>— the Defendant has himself disclosed it. What do you think it 
was. Gentlemen > AmbUion ! But a few days before his criminalitVt 
in answer to a friend, who rebuked him for the almost princely 
expenditure of his habits, ** Oh," says he, " never mmd ) Steine 
must do scmiething, by which Sterne may be known, T I had 
heard, indeed, that ambition was a vice,— but then a vice, so 
equivocal, it verged on virtue ; that it was the aspiration of a spirit* 
sometimes perhaps- appalliag, always magnificent ', that though its 
grasp migbt be fate, aind its flight might be famine, still it reposed 
mi eartk*s pHmacle, and played in heaven's lightnings i that though 
it might faU in ruins, it arose in fire, and was withal so splendid, 
that even ^ horrors of that fall became immerged and mitigated 
in the beauties of that aberration ! But here is an ambition ! — haae, 
and barbarousi and illegitimate) with all the g^ossness of the vice, 
.with none of the grandeur of the virtue ; a mean, muffled, dastard 
incendiary, who, in the silence of sleep, and in the shades of 
Jttidnight, steals his Ephesian torch into the fane, which it was 
■virtne to ad<Hre, and worse than sacrilege to have violated ! 
: GtenHemen, my part is done ; yours is about to commence. You 
have heard this crime — ^its origin, its progress, its aggravations, its 
aovelty among us. Go and tell your children and your country, 
.whetiier or not it is to be made a precedent. Oh, how awful is 
your responsibility ! I do not doubt that you will discharge your- 
selves of it as becomes your chsHracters. I am sure, indeed, that 
yoawill mourn ^ith me over the almost solitary defect in our 
othermse matchless system of jurisprudence, which leaves the 
perpetrators of such an injury as this, subject to no amercement but 
that of money. 1 think you will lament the failure of the great 
Cicero of our* age, to bring such »n offence within the cognizance 
of a criminal jurisdictioii : it was a subject suited to his legislative 
•mind, worthy of his feefing heart, worthy of his immortal eloquence. 
I cannot, my' Lord, even remotdy allude to Lord SrMne, withont 
gratifying tt^eelf by saying of hua, t^at, by the rare union of alt 
tiiat was learned in law, with all that was lucid in eloquence ; 
hj the singular combination of all that was pure in morals, with 
au that was profound in wisdqm ; he has stamped upou every 
action of his lile the blended authority of a great- inind, and an 
UB<|Hestionable eonvictioii. I think, Gentlemen, you will regret 
the fiuiure of such a man in such an object. The mercUess 
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murderer may have manliness to plead ; the highway robber may 
have want to palliate ; yet they both are objects of criminal inflic- 
tson : bat the murderer of connubial Uistf« who commits his crime 
in secrecy ; — ^the robber of domestic joys, whose very wealth, as 
in this case, may be his instrninent 3 — ^he is snffered to calculate 
on the infernal fame vtliich a superflaons expenditure may par- 
chase. The law, however, is so : and we must only adopt the 
remedy it affords as. In your adjudication of that remedy, I do 
not ask too much, when 1 ask the full extent of your capability : 
how poor, even so, is the wretched remuneration for an injury 
which nodiing can repair,— *for a loss which nothing can alleviate ? 
Do yon think that a mine could recompense my Client for the 
forfeiture of her who was dearer than life to him ? 

** Oh, had she been hut true, . 
Though Heaven had made him such another worid. 
Of une entire and perfect chrysolite. 
He'd not exchange her fur it I" 

I put it to any of you, what would you take to stand in his situ^ 
ation ? What would you take to have your prospeets^ blasted, your 
profession despoiled, your peace ruined, your bed profaned^ your 
parents heart-broken, your children parentless ? Believe me. Gen- 
tlemen, if it were not for those children, he would not come here 
to-day to seek such remuneration ; if it were not that, by yoiv 
verdict^ you may prevent those little innocent defranded wsetches 
from wandering beggars, as weU as orphans, on the face of this 
earth. Oh, I know I need not ask this verdict from your mercy ; 
I need not extort it from your compassion 3 1 will receive it from 
your justice, I do conjure you, not as ft^ers, but as bosbaiids ;-* 
ROt«s husbands, but as citizens.^^-fiot.ascitisens, botas men;— ^ 
not as men, but as Christians :-*-by all your obligations, puUic, 
private, moral, and religions ; by the hearth profaned 5 by the 
home desolated 3 by the canons of the living God foully ^purned ; 
-—save, oh ! save your fire-sides from the conti^on, yctair country 
from the crime, and perhaps thousands, yet woiMm, frma thm 
flhame^ and sin, and sorrow of thi» exanq^e ! 

The Jury found a Verdict 4or 4he Plaintiff,— Damages^ FirE 
THOUSAND POUNDS. 
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' TO MR. FINLAY, THE BARRISTER, 

August 5, 1813. ' 



WaSN Mr. FiNLAT had cpncluded his Address to the Meetings 
Mr. Pbilups rose^ .and spoke as follows:— 

* * I tbink^ Sir, you will agree with me, that ' tlic most expetihicctf' 
speaker might justly tremble in addressing you, after- the display^, 
you have just witnessed. What mtist I then feel, who never before^ 
fliiiidressed a public jaudience } However^ it would be an uawbrtby*^ 
affectation in me, if I attempted to conceal from you the emotions'- 
with which I am agitated by this kindness. .4 . * 

' The exaggerated estimate^ which other counties have made, o£ 
the few services so young a man could render^ has^ I trusty inspired^ 
toe with the sentiments it ought ; but here^ I do confess to you^ P 
fed no ordinary sensation. Here, where from every object spring? 
some nevr association^ and the loveliest visions, mellowed as tlVey» 
&«* by time, rise painted on the eye of memory — here^ where the 
fight of h'eav«n first blessed my infatffc view, and Nature breathed; 
fnto my infant heart that ardour for my country, which uotbing' 
but death can chill — here, where the scenes of my childhood re^ 
mind me how innocent 1 was, and the graves of my fathers admo« 
nish me how pure 1 should continue — here, standing as I do, among* 
my fairest, fondest, earliest sympathies, — such a welcome, opera- 
ting not merely as an affectionate tribute, but a moral testimony,' 
does indeed quite oppress and overwhelm me. 

' Oh ! believe me, warm is the heart that ffeels, and willing is the 
toagtte that speaks ; and still I cannot, by shaping it to my iiide 
And inexpressive phrase, shock' the sensibility of a gratitude too 
full to be suppressed, and yet too eloqiient for language. 
^ If any ctrcutnsts^iice conhl add to the pkaevre of this day, it is 
Aftt virbich I feel in introducing to the friends of my youth the^ 
friefid of my adoption {Mr, Curran) 3 though perhaps I am conw^- 
imtting one of our imputed blunders, when I speak of introducing 
one> whose 'services have already rendiered him familiar to every 
friend of Irelahd — a man who, conqaaing' every disadvantage, and* 
spurning every difficulty, has poured around our misfortunes the 
splendour of anr intelleet^ that at onee irradiates and consumer 
them. For^be services be has rendered to his country, fron^ my- 
htBtt, I thank him ; and for myself, I offer him a personal, it may^ 
be ft selfish^ tribute for saving me, by his presence this night; frciii* 
any 'attempt at his panegyric. Indeed, Geutlemen> you can iiave^^ 
lmt1liQe4aeaofwliat he has to. endure^ who in tb«*c tiiues uXxo^ 



cales your cause. Every calumny whici has been he^ied on jom 
comes rdkmbkd on ns. ^ We are called traitors, because we wish 
to obtain for the crowii>i| iihhh{|iki|is (cjople— -we are called apos- 
tates, because we will not persecute Christianity-r-and we are 
bnmdfd as separatists, for our ^eavours to. aiinihihte the fettei* 
that, instead of binding, clog the connexiop. . To these may be 
added, the froWhs of power, the envy of dullness, the mean malice 
of exposed self-interest, and it may be, in. despite of all natural af- 
fection, even the discountenance of kindred. Well, be it so ; 

For thee, fair Freedbm,' welcome all the past ! 
For thee, my Coantiy, welcome e'en the last ! 

I am not ashamed to confess to you, that there was a day when I 
^as as bigotted as the blackest; but I thank that Beings who' 
lotted me with a mind not quite impervious to convictiao, and I 
thank you, who aftbrded such dawning testimonies of my error : 
I saw you enduring with patience the most unmerited assaults, 
bovnng before the insults oi revived anniversaries ^ in private life>. 
exemplary — in public, unoffending — in the hour of p^ace exerting- 
your loyalty, and in the hour of danger proving it 3 even when ^le 
triumphant enemy penetrated into the very heart of our country, I 
spiw the banner 01 your allegiance bearing refutation on your sLm- 
derers. No wonder, thep, that I seized my prejudices, and with a 
hlush burned them on the altar of my country 1 
/^ rejoice that that motley compound of oaths and penalties, the 
Security Bill, has been scouted by all pnrties jiJbe people of Ireland 
have no,t be^n suffering centuries of death andaegradation for the 
purpose of putting on at least a pie-bald garment of rags and ^« 
sel, which could only add to their wretq^edness die ridicuk^ of 
ostentation. That prodigious coalition, the memorable comniit' 
tees, may put it into their heads, that you will be contented ^th 
huckstering up half a dozen peers and pensioners for the politkcal 
Rialto — or allow your prelates to be dragged, with a halter abtv^t 
their necks, to the vulgar scrutiny of ^very village tyrant— ^-aipd 
fyt what } Why, in order tp enrich a few political traders, sS(^ 
stil through some state-alembic the miserable rinsings of an ign 
rant, a decaying, and a degenerate aristocracy. 

If there were no other objection, to that bill, the interference 
the church with your state was sufficient to condemn it. We hav 
leeches enqfw feeding on the bloated tumours of a morbid i^c^o-' 
poly — ^we have too much of the mixture — Christ does not warrant •> 
It : it isy atj best, but a foul apd adulterous connexicm, polluting thd ' 
purity of heaven with the abominations of e^rth, ai^ bapging the 
pcofaneness of pretended piety around the cross of an insulted Saw • 
vlour! This union of (Qhui^ph aad state only. coni^rts i^ood Chris-j 
tians into bad statesmen, and political knayes in/to. piretend^d^' 
christians. ReUgloa ought not, in the .wprds of its found^ri to beV ^ 
'^ led into temptation : " the hand that holds the chalioe shpi^ld. b^ \ 
pare, and the priests of her tepiplf should be spotless as the vestr 9 
menta of her ministry. Eaok Qoly degr^jcsj wcftUh (94y wpo** in 



ip«ibbet^ and ofDimi^U «nly' disfigure berj,h§r.sacfei|#r(4^ t»6f- 

oowes die mor^ ^nblilof^e itomits shB^kityi and sho^]d be^eatedb oi» 

an eiQineiM^^ indiccesnirfe to h^mani' paBsioni — ^evePvl^ike thef smumiti 

6f same Alpine wpad'er, fiat e^er ctowned with the sudshkie of. tb* 

firmament, which the. vain and feyeriah ten^^t ofbumaa- iofiiiBiif 

ties bifeaks |tbroi;^h« hanidess^ and unheeded. ^ . 

^ Better^ kf for, that the days of; ancient ba:i'I>Br>S!i| should revi^ 

"^ V— better 'that your religion should , agedn take refuge aSmoBg tbo 

fasUie^ses pf ,the looantains, and th)^ defoifpaities of the cfavem— ^ 

better that the imck of murdtsrous. bigfftry sboulci again tetmitialer 

tl^e iiM^eri^ of your priesthood, and that the g^te of fYeedOKt 

s)KMild be only. open, to them through the gate of maitytdedi^ thu^^ 

tjdfti; tb^y should gibi tH^ir missals with the Wages of a coutt'^ aiMl 

e^pf(ct their ecclfesiastiqal eminences, not fi'om' superior pi6ty>b|ifc 

coi^parative prostitution. If eyelr there was an of^rtimity for 

Sng^nd to do justice with dignity, it is the present. ' NoW, wbeA 

J^risb: blood his crimsoned the cross upon her naval flag, and ^ 

, Irish hero sji^ikes the harp to Ttctory, upon the summit; of thf^ 

I l^yreneea^. S^n^tind! f^ngland! do not hesit^e! This hotff of 

I t^nniph .ma^ be but an hottr df trial | th6 captlces df fortune Slr^ 

[ i|ot to bQ trusted) one season mote may show the splendid paa 

iforaina of Europes^n vassalage, arrayed by your ruthless eneftiy^, aiMt 

I ^il^tertng beneath the ruins of another eapital—rperhaps of LondcR^k* 

A ftw months sin(:e, Moscow stood as splendid and secure ; £eii 

I rA9e .the mofti upon the patriarchal city— the empress of her ntf 

I tioQi the queen of coinmerce, the sanctuary of strangers ; her 

^ fbon^and spires pointed towtitds the heavens, and her donles of 

84d enriched the sun-beams. The tyrant came — he marked hef 
r his residence ; and, as if bis very glance was destiny, with all 
^. laxf pride^ and pdmp, and happiness, she withered from the wofld* 
Marciful QaA \ if this embroitoed butther of the humlm race^ 
heading his largest legioni, were to land in IRELAND, I am sum 
you would oppose him, in the language of our young enthusi&st^i 
*^ with a torch in one h^d, and a sWord in the other." But I din 
9sk> upon what principle could the advocates fot your expulsioti 
splleit your assistance? Would they say, '''Recover oar aseea^ 
4ency> and. we will repay y<ou with bondage ?*' 
"^ It has been said, that there is a taction in Irdtod, who woald 
join this monster ;— - a French party, it has been said, even by him 
'*'^ who poured v'^^t. his country's ruins the elixir of his immortality, 
mo- i^p doulit it escaped that Venerable man, in one of those mom^tl 
^^^' when.. God infatuates the wiseait, as if to convince diem tb^y were 
^^ ^uman* But I care not on what authority it cbm^s : there is no 
^^^ French party > but I will tell Mr. Gf^ttan what tbei^ is—theie is 
^^^ an Irish party ; and Would it not be strange, it there vfttt nol men 
'^^^' who cannot bear to see tlieir country taunted with the nanle iA i 

^ded constitution she has not i-^-^Men, who Will te contcint Witb no con^ 

> ba 

1 Vifl * ^^* EAiiett, a younr dian of grrat ilttaihi^ent aiitf etoibent talent. Nci 

^ V ^*^^ ex6ciiti«i' for Hi^ TCeaftbn, in 1«KI, and* uSed tb« MslBtoirabA! WiMr^ 

^estf ^^^4 ^ ^^. FhtBif¥»i Jtt bit eto^ubnt Msnas on bis €iiaK 
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ne3don> ivitkout an cqualltf of benefits^ but who wbuld die hi it^ 
iokct of the connexion^ if she had them ? — Men, who sooner llltiii 
see this lorely island polluted with the footsteps of a slave^ woiiM 
wish the ocean-waye to become its sepakhre^ and that the orb of 
heayen forgot where we existed ? '^f^ \ ' 

It has been said> too (and whed we were to\ be calttnmiated^ 
what has not been said ?) that Irishnten are neither fit for freedom, 
nor grateful for favours. In the first place^ I deik^ that to be a fa-- 
Tour which is a right : and in the next place^ Irishmen were nevef 
tried. Try them^ and niy life on it^ they tbiU be ^ilnd grateful. ' I 
liiink I know my countrymen : — ^tbey cannot hel{> being gratefb! 
fur a benefit -, and there is no country upon el»th, where one' 
would be conferred with more disinterested benevbipnce ; they aro* 
emphatically the school-boys of the heart~a people 'M^sympafhyi' 
their acts spring instinctively from their passions 3 \by hature ar- 
dent — ^by instinct brave—by inheritance generous : \ the children 
of impulse^ they cannot avoid their virtues 3 and to be other l^an 
noble, they must not only be unnatural, but unnational. - ' 

Enter the hovel of the Irish peasant. I do not say yotl 
will find the frugality of the Scotch, the comfort of the English^ 
or the trifling and fantastic decoration of the French cottager; 
but I do say, that within those wretched garrisons of mud and 
qoiisery, you will find sensibility the most affecting, politeness the 
most natural, hospitality the most grateful, merit the most 
unconscious ; their look is eloquence, their smile is love/ 
their retort is wit, their remark is wisdom — not wisdom bior- 
rowed from thei dead, but that with which nature has herself 
inspired them-^Mtan acute observance of the passing scene, and 
a keen insight into the motives of its agents. Try to deceive 
them, and see with what shrewdness they will detect 3 .try '|;o 
outwit them, and see with what humour they will elude 3 attack 
them with argument, and you vrill stand amazed at the strength 
of their expressions^ the rapidity of their ideas, and the energy of 
their gesture : in short, God seems to have formed our people 
like our island 3 he has thrown round the one, its wildj^ magnificent^ 
decorated rudeness 3 he has infused into the other, the simplicity 
of virtue and the seeds of genius. He says audibly to ub^ 
'*^ Give them cultivation !" 

This is the way in which I have always received your question 3'— 
not as a party, or a sectarian, or a Catholic, but as an Irish question. 
Is it possible that any man can seriously think the paralising df 
five millions of such a people as I have described, can be a benefit 
to the empire ? Is there any man who desterves the name not of 
a statesman, but of a rational being, who can think it politic to rob 
sudi a multitude of all the energies of an honourable ambition > 
Z^Vhy has Protestant Ireland shot over the empire those rays of 
genius, and those thmnderbolts of war, whidi have at once 
embellished and preserved it ? I speak not of a former era; I relet* 
poi^ for instance^ to that splendid day, when our Burkes, our 
Barrvs, and our Goldsmiths^ ^^^^ -by nature^ went from their 
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C^aitiye fthore/'and, ^ven oh an efn'vi&tk^ Wl; Wreathe Ae slu^rbek 
found tbe brow^ of '^tainting, 'Pbt;tfy/**d Elbquenoe ! - But now--« 
^en now whHst I Speak;; WW lead^ 'Aie: British' Senate) -A 
yrotestant Iri'shmaii ! Who guides tlie Btitiyh arms? ' A Protectant 
Irishman! And' why is Ca^^fic li^nd, with 'ber qnfntupfe 
population^ stationary and silent^ -Jfetrangetf'! open the' penal \ 
statutes, and weep tears of blood oVer the reason ! ' Do not dsk the 
trotted and pampered renegaide, who. his an interest in deceiving 
you: Jbut'cbme, come ypursBlf, arid see this unhappy people I'seei 
the Irislinian an alien in 'Ireland, iri rags ai?id wrietGhedness*--* 
stalling the' sweetest scenery the' eye tever reposed on -»— persecuted 
by thfe extorting middle-man of an absentee landlord^ and plundered 
by the lay^prdicto^ of an absentte inctin)benfc~-beariTQg thix)Ugli 
life but insults and injustice^ and bereaved even of any hope ia 
death by the heart-rending reflection that h£,must leave his children 
to bear/ like their father, an abominable bondage I'^Is it the fact ? 
liet any man that doubts it'walkfptitlufeo your streets^ and see the 
consequence of such a systenk pee it sending crowds of young 
appreu|;iccd. tb tjie* }irison*—iseDt| by. tbeir . unforl^uB^ntQ . parents in 
despair to leaiii the rudiments^ ann lisp the alphabet of deceit. For 
my part, I have never seen dn)l of th«*se wretched assemblages,, 
collected fbr the purposes of pIa^.vaDd profligacy, without feeling 
/ within, me a melancholy .emotioq. //'Perhaps, I have thought, within 
/' that neglected cii-de of little triflers, who seem to have been born in 
caprice, and bred in orphapage, there may exist 3ome mind formed 
^ the finest 'mould, and M^roiight for immortality j a soul 'swelling 
with the energies, ^nd stamped with the patent x)f the Deity, Whiehf, 
i^fght bless,' adorti, iini'nortall2e> and ennoble emi)ires | some' 
CincinndtuSf in whose breast the destiny of a naition may be dormant $ 
iome Jlfiift)», ^^ pxegnant wltljL celestial ^'firc' ;" some Curfem, vAxo,' 
-irhen thrones were crumlfled, 'and dynasties forgotten^ might stand, 
the land-mark of his country's geniiis, rearing himself aniid regaF 
rutn^ and national dissoluftions^, a mental pyramid in the solitude 
of tiibe, beneath whose' shade things nioulder, and round w^iose- 
brow eternity mtist play! Even Tn such a circle, th^e young' 
Detiiostkenes might' have once b^n .found, and Jfowier, * the grace- 
and glory of liis age^. have sting neglecied ! Other states have seei»' 
inc\i prodigiies, attd'^hrjf ^6t Ireland? Who is' therfe Will say^^ 
Natlire has stampt a degiaditig l)raBd iipon her intellect ? ' Oh !' my f 
^dontryrnen, let Us 'hope, that und^r betteV iispicied, and sfeninder '^, 

{*oUc?es„* the ignorance that thinks ' sO n\ay piefet rts reftttaft)ea>.' 
iet lis turn from the l^light '^nd vieiv of this' wintry day, to tli€» 
fbiid atrticipatioh of a happfer nerfttd, when our 'Jjrostrate haid will^ ^ \ 
stand eredt amopg the natiohs|tEer4)row Mooming with the wrefttK9> / J 
of sdetice, and ber paths -stfewed with ifee eiff&ings df ^t^ liiV ^^-^ 
bieath t)£ heaven bks^ng hci» flag, the ^xti^emities of 'ffar^ ^^k wmw 
fedging'facfnsme^-'uier fields waV^ing with the fruits of agricniture,' 
Bet ports 'aKve with'tHe Varietfes of commerce, and^'hcr- temples tith' 
'Wth nnrestricTe'd |>fcty : above' *aH/ her • mountains- *er6iVtted witb ^ 
t«# w4W 'wi'eatti bf freedom,- ^ii(i|5ihet''talfiei->pa^ap lyMi tfa« 
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cKit«ties[ of pea^ ! Smehh Ib^ api4rf4«^ <^ tite InsV patript— stick 
are the fiews for which we are calttmnialed ! . Oh« dlvme ambkion ; 
Qh, deUghtfdl caiumny ! Happy he, who sh^ see thee accogi p lis h ieiMi 
Happier he> who, through enH7 P®^' ^^^ ^9^ ^^Y attfunn^eiit \ 
Proceed; friend of Irelaiidj and partalber of her wrongs, prQicee4 

t undaunted to thy virtuous achteTement !J^ThQU|;h fortun^ may not 

gild, nor power ennoble thee, thou wilt be nc\k in the love, ana 
titled by the blessings oi thy country } thy path will be ilhumnec^ 
by the public eye, thy labours enlightened by the public gratitude I 
The good will ^ve thee theii: benediction i th^e great, their aapt^naei^ 
the poor, all thev have^-Aeir prayers !\An4, perhqM, wfifa tW 
splendid slave and he shall go to th/^ir Recounts together, the Gfeafc 
Spirit may hear that prayer, thoqgb il^ rise from a poor vofat ajul ai 
CutkoUe. 
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!4[r. Fhu4jp^ being teceiyed.with enthusi^tic plaudits^ addressedt 
^ Mqeiing as fpllows : 

It. is with a heart at on^e bursting with. gri(titade« and Ueedui£ 
^tili , r^gre^, that I receive this entluisiastic, testimony of yooi; 
^(^ct^on^ to i^e, it is a great exaggeration ; from you^ it is ao^ 
ipstance pf the most geperpus crediuity* M^hat ! .and has not tim^ 
^^m^f a^d £si^ppointment witherie4# o^ treachery . destro)r^d> thiii 
flpivfing, t^ national sensibility? Are you stm determined, tot 
ticust and to W foetraye4-:--to believe imd to hf dei;eiTed--->to.lQy ft 
^d tQ be di^^ed ! May 1 not be one of tlie myrijuls who in the 
iiam^.o^ P^^i?^^^. and flpr. the. purpoaes of plupd^rji h^ve swin* 




Qa^t yPW^ ^iewj rpund t^e political horizon. Can you difiCo.Yei: no 
o^ wl^ppe eye^oQce ga^ed on glofrf, and whpse.v^ilce once li^g 
f^irMhectyi noone> who, like me, once glowe^ wiib; t^e energitjS 
pf m fisstynf di sincepty, and si|w, o^ seejiifed to seejiuQ G^ out; 
C9if|i^,noW: tp^lj^ VI th^ drudgeries of oppnejisionji aiifd s&ropd^ 
in.fjif pall of>a offidid miscreancy I ph.! my cotti}1yrifr^K$r. 
dofcAat^, deg^^d-7'but still my Country — he^ every preceyfrr--, 
trwt no man> professions. Axdent . as, I am, honest tluroogi^ 
ey^^ fibre as I feel niyself~l lepel your confiife'^pe, ^Ugt^ 
nwl^ips unnecessarily, f^r J am huipUe^ and. below corruptipny 
I, 9W vfduelesf^ and opt worttT t^inypjbatioiii I a^ poor, and cap* 
npt ^Sftd to part with all / j^avcr—i^y. characjfcer ^-^^udia];^ iiyr^ 
8«na49W i|ffW*r-^to( th^y tUfJ. be h^^a^ierj I pv^t^ «oti Init 



ihD^ I evor jbiomrd ^iw^ej ^H ^;, into the tvoophant or sbvejl 
bfltecek Ihiee, Heaven^ ^ai the .^^st hom of crime may be tl^ 
imi , of life> and tbaf^ the vofin may hajbten on the bloom <^ 
tiiy youths before mty friends^ if Z have one^ shall have cause to 
cime Ibe meniioo of my men^^y. , 

: . Iiiale'did I i«Mf|iiie« qm the ,la$t ^ay of my addressing you> that 

MtooM^ioii sbooldso hoob arise ^to call us again together. It has^ 

iKHrMmv arisen* jao^ it is a mfli^choly occasion -, but melancholy 

ali;iii»4 i|- |iijiiAt.be met« and pact with the fortitude of men strug«> 

glinghi.lhft sacred: can^Be of, liberty. I do not allude to the pro- 

rtamatilMi ai your Board i of that Board I never was a member 5 

•ai'I.lcaii. speak .uapartially* It contained much talent, much 

leataing, maiay larliftes^^ vfa^ valuable on that account— but it 

muf doably . vahiat^le* as being a vehicle for the individual senti- 

ncdiitf arf img CathoUe^ and for the aggregate sentiments of every 

CalhoUe. •. Thos^. who seceded from it> do not remember that indi- 

indaally they are pothing^«-that, as a body, they are every thipg 

•••4htKt it 'm no^ tikis titled 6laye> or that wealthy sycophant, whom 

the Jbigaita dreads ipr . t}^ parliament r^pects ! No ) it is tb|» 

&ody«**th# nuaAbc^ra-t^the rank — the property-*-*ti3ie perseveranee 

•~*thengciiiiis*'-Tthe edaisaiicpr— but, a)i>9ve all, the union of tlue 

Cktthalids ! I 4o fio^ defend every measure of the Board -, hut Jis 

it' a feasoii. If a general . makes one mistake, that his followei^at 

to. dooer^.'him^ eppeeially when the contest is for all that ifi 

or dignified? Ifto doub^ ,the Board had its errors ;-« -show 

Ihahuaian jAstitUlion whiob has not. Let the man,, then, who 

il»'4»r0W€; ih|n^^ above humanity, before he makes thfB 

Mematioa. I am.M^ry iof- iU suppressions—the act did not sm?* 

fffite wtf biii :tiie ntiuiner did^ and the time chosen did mo^ 

•aftwihly. I did noC ekpect it on the Tery hour when the news of 

imiventol |Kace wfas irst promulgiated, and on the anniversary of 

Ilia only BijMA monarch's birth^day who ever gave a boon ip 

iHar dialracted ceiantry.' 

.\ I hate, idigsessed :*-^I phatt ootn^ne. myself exclusively to the 
vMAilllot bei^in la^ It ia ii.task of pam — it may be a task of 
IwriLrHhM n^ilikst paii|{.90if p^ shaU make me shrink for a mq- 
ment 4ipotoi the ayownU ^i- even the melancholy candour which Ji 
0M jom. U may.bci pi^amptapus inone' so youngs it certainly 
k distraiainf i to .oiie •so Jmh, tp dissent from Gbattan : I do it 
iMilr>iiaii^«Yei%^I dp.it^r-'VUb aH my soul^ and I do it with thjc 
Wm aebiAaDOe* batibitte the error he has committed i^ not yet 
inkaMaUa^ ' Lei no man attempt to rant me dovm- with his 
dadfijaatofytpapegygic* i dp mt forget his servi^es-^-I cannevcfr 
fcfjgpl^.illlitt if Jt wiwl not f0r him; we should not have had a consti- 
Mi<tai4 ted Itel, :i£ all warje like him> we shouhi still have a coun- 
icyi I dpi Hot ibi)9lft hbw» associated with that man [pointing to 
SirwiCfinMUAO^ ^ii^bien thtsqreeich-^wlof: intolerance was yelling, an4 
theai^df faiCfiftcf wMs hrop4Jing on the land, he came forth with 

fiM*tiilf.A.hem«Ml<tbelQn|g^aof an. angel, till, at his biddings 
8|mlcte xMiihal $ lAft tpimK of p^R fiel^ Revived j and Irelan4^ 



elo^aence^ and gl6ried itt the prowess ^ Hi8<*vidlefy. ¥k> tkn ycm 

remember^ in 1782, imw Lis heart toilted, and' his fffen flamed, ind 

4[is tongue tlmndered, till our whole horizda 'becMMie etifkhed.wltll 

his splendour, and every peasaiH <m our dioimtaltis abOHted 

XiBKHTY? Do not you rem ember, in that'dreftdfiiLdeiitb^y df 

our hopee. When power wielded ike l^htaiideivbolt *td afifigllty aad 

treason emptied the treasury to eoTrtif^, how, with - the tivAoost ai 

70utli, and the wisdokn of age, he ruahed- Uke fllhalihllm^raiii^tto 

xOUch of sickness,— -a Wingi animating, eyLhosAtug, eottTiodng,'^'* 

till our very sorrows ^«e mitigated by- the sweeibesaof hife odvocMf^ 

and even the extetit' of otrr loss* w^s for a ' M«Mb ^or^ottM wtlie 

'Idpfendours of the conftagration ? No^ Gratfail ! ■ we^kiever cm te^ 

-gfet that tliose things wfcre, and '' were most dfe«f to 06/* We kuw 

You much, but ii is because you taught u^to hivt' Irelaad wenre; 

'We ciTe yoti our esteem*— we give you oq^r re^pect-^-we •glVe'yott 

>oiiir love, our gratitude our admiration <: — wewiUgiteydti-any tlvhD^ 

^end every thing — except our Country, Yon may be assuted, thiritit 

^8 'with much timidity ' 1 dissent from aueh a man. What are ttTf 

'reasons ?-— You shall have them most explicitly :-— but I sbaU'fifat 

-state tto treasons 'which he has- given fbr the* postj^efeocnt^fyimn 

^uestidn. 1 shall do so out of respect^ to 'him | if; kideed, it can b^ 

called respect, t^ quote those sentiment^ wbicl^, on their tepy meil* 

Yion, mu5t excite your ridicule. Mr. Grrattan presented your«peiltiMi» 

fund on moving that it should -lifi^ whete so many preceding Ottcto 

'hare' lain — 'upon the table, he declared it to>b6- his kitcttition Co mo^ 

for no discussion. Here, in the first place, f-Hhfnk'Mr.' Gi«l*«ii 

nvrong. He go?t that petition^. if not oil tfh6 express, at least oil^ie 

Iwnplied conditidli, of having it disctissed this* session. Thtfrer^wi^ 

not a man At the Aggregate Meeting, tit irhich dt Jwas »votcdl> who 

did not expect a discussion, and that immeiMately.-^Mr. ^Gfttltan^ 

Lowiever, was angry at f^ sug^estibnSi" ' I do not think Mr.'Grattin 

had any right to be angry at receiving that whloih every EbfMt^ 

Inemberwas ready to receive frcwn' any £a^sh>eor%-f<ictor.-i'^-Mr. 

G rattan was also angry e;i our '"violence.**^ Neither do I- tbioklic 

had any right to be angry at what he clilfe out Viplende^ •' fhlbre-wag 

>& day when Mr. Grattan would not hfeive sparnedour 'SuggeslkMls f mid 

'there was also a day When he was ds violent a^aiiyk)f 4HS»'; Mr.' 

'Gratttm, however, has fulfilled his own pfro|yheGy5^ tli«t'«n ^'ieak 

of the forest should nbtbe trarispklnted at -fifty j^^ and^Ottr^f^fesifS^riliat 

an Irish native will soon lode its '^^r^Jlie^''' in an'Ekifjfi^^itiiio** 

phere; " It is not my intentiori," stfys he* '* %o^itfov)»a discosMitf #» 

the preset^:" Why > '^ Great obstaelel baVe been i n^oY0dr/'~ 

that's his first reason : '* t ^m," soys lie, «* bcNv^ver still <ani»llt.-* 

'Ai'denti ! why, it strikes nie' lobe ^ ^ery •tiOii%lvkhMl'<af- Mxmt^ 

which toils, on till it has removed the ImpemmteiMts^ aUd'^ then^uses 

at the prospect of its vietpi-y !' '^ Al|d I ainof'bpifHOii,"'heediltilitt^^ 

^' that any immediate dis^ussioii wosftd be the ]>elght of >pre(j|)^it«« 

^on." That is, he has removed the itepbdimkMs/«md, with ^^e<Vcvy 

^Qtti in his view^ he patties m^ {Nlllij deidiilit^'4ltfit^4t-«F4^f 
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\, kfUr iseskimdes iif stfkrkngi wfn^yoQ pieistAr 8.lbcustii»i,/&tt 
'^Mests'litat he-comtUers youitnKmstfdiisiy preoipitaie I Now, fsnol 
tkdit a^^ir tilMfsialioii } '^miyy really, if' we ^id not know MT;.Gtat<^ 
tkn, Ofte ilirould aknon Imaj^iie fie was qifettog froin. the Ministry. 
WilbtHe exception >(>fcbne or l4Rro- plain, biu^t> downright, stordy^, 
mMCkshiffi^ bigotSj^' who opposed ymi because yda wer^ 'Gliri8tiaii»> 
•nd'dedfl^d they did sp> this tras the eaat of every>ifcypeadtQ wh6 
«i«c€ed lifceraiily. *« Ofa ! I declare,'' say they, '' they [may not ba 
eannibals, tht)u^ they aie; CaihoUcs^ tmdfl would be urery gladto 
Vote for them, but tkb h^ jko timeJ* -l ^*' Oh; not" says Hragga 
Btttiunt, Hits no Hme." ** What^^iai time of Wa^! why it looks 
IQce^bdtfying ts;*' .^V^vy tineUt next comes. the. peace, and then 
what say amfiiends tte Opposition I ^<Qh ! . I dedai:e peace is no 
time) it looks so like pentoading us;*'^ Eor my piin,s6Eious aathe 
subject is, it affects me willi the Tery same ridicule with which I se|i 
PhaTesoiunoontdoofi^y afieqted you. I will tell yoii a story of which 
it: reminds me:' you may Uiink the story ludicrous } it certauody is 
ttppropfiate. ; It is tdd of the celebrated Charles Fo^. i Far be it 
frmn ine, >howendr^ tb mention that name witbietoty. As: he was a 
great man, I respect him ; as he was a* good man, |1 loiFe bim. He 
had' as wise a head .as< ever paused 'tp^ deliberate > he had as sweet a 
tongue 1as ei^r gave the words of wisdom utterance; and he had a 
lieart> so'staihped'wiih the immediate patent' of : the DiVipity, that its 
«e#y 'errors might' be traced to. the excess 'of its btiaerolencer. I iiad 
almost.foi^bt iiie sDory. ' Fok wias s.Hitin of geniiis } of .course he 
wsiB poor; - Fiwerty is a repfoach to noman-i— tosueh amaii as Foxy 
li&itik itfi^as a pride i ' for' if' hs- chose to traffic with his princiidesi 
if he chose to gamble with his conscience, how e^isily might Ae iiaT« 
biesv rifah^ l[6frea^ Applaus"^. 1' guessed your answer. ; Jt would 
iielianiiadeed, if yon^dMnot belie?e<m6, that in England, talents raighi 
find a purdiaser> #ho faaV^ sedn, in Ireland, how easily a blodkhead 
may - swindlie lidmself into - - pvefeniient.' - * J uvenal : says, that the 
greatest mlsfortuae': attendant^ upbn fwrerty is ridicdte. - Fok found 
OBt .«.greater«4^ditl < The Jews oalled on hiin for payment; , *' Ah, 
flSy-'den* ^eiwis,'' says Foxr^-^ i admit. the- principle-—! ewe you 
laoyBy^i-t-but what' 1xm» r& - Md, when I am goings upon businfss }•> 
Mst''£(r«mr ^deadb. addiit the principle-^-ithey owe you Emftncipa-- 
tMby^bfit wmr*s no <im6j--fWdi, tiie J«ws departed just as'yoUdid— 
tiiey xetnmed ti6 tfa^ obarge. / '' What T- cries Fox, ^r% tl^s a timt, 
wheil'i ametigMgiBd on an a^pQiotment V* '. What ! sayour-^iisdMU 
•pi^ifl.tiiis'atiaiewhQBr'all'the florid isat peace? The Jews depifrtefl; 
bat,'^e«nd of it was, Fok, with his Secretly, Mr. Harei wh<» was 
Aft nvelvin' debt fas' he wasi shutthdmselves up in gdni^n. The 
Jeaq ttfod 'to surround: his -hahitatioQ by day-ught, and poor Fea^ 
sogolasly put hid;headfout of the vdndow with. this question :'^^ Gen<^ 
tlemfcat:, ^'^ you Foa^lwntlng^/or Ifare-hunting this moniing V His 

Csasaiitry mitigated the vofy Jms, ' *' WeD, Well, Fox-— now,- you 
yjt 'always admitted the prindple, biit always protected against thie 
lMi0*-<-!ire wW give yoii yofm^ own' ^'me^only just fix some ^a)li^*y 
lorjQur t^fmenii" • ''^ Afc 'Bflty^4*»r Moses," repUed/foi^; Vrwm 
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iSUhfniiiMf-y f'takeyoirai yofv wM; I ^m-Akm ittfi tM it H 
Is'iobe ajRutf ^,#htl wbidil ymi thinli of tiie day 6i Migmmtf: 
<f Tbbt^illbe loD busy « dHy ^ilrin.'* " Well, ^mXk, ki^iKdm M 
^Ddemdiodace aii p*rties, kt m aettfeit tiiedayatter;" Thns^H is 
i)dtfvi6tto tHe war inemttioMsy of Bragge B«thiii4t» and ibefdice 
ioexiwMlittacy . of Mr; Gnfttan, yoa may txpefc^ your BoMildfMMiaa 
Bill pretty fivicb abotn tbe limfa that Fdx appoiiled fdr tiie |i«yBteiift 
«f Im enditors; Mr. Qrsttato, fadwdvdbr, : thdugfa he ironU tet^ikc 
yt>br isnggestioBs, took Ihe siiggestidtui of kis fnttM, ** \MaM cootr 
•tihed/* rays he; '< tuy Rigfat HoDoniralik Fffendsl"' -^Ofti/ all 
9' Fi&eiid»*V.ktt '' Right HoiioitnU^ !'' Now, lAua it is, to'imtt 
the iiitesest >of a people into tbe hiinds of 'a ifarty; Yte ndst 
know, io f arltambnlafy fMtlan^e, tlieaeRi^ HottdOfaibteJMtrtJi 
mi^saita iputy. l^ene i» Tto ftiaa- so eoBtempttbte at tik to^ovela 
^srty , The ISintster has his partyi The appobttltm liaire ^iktf 
]iartfy« The fiatat^yi^iik thfere are toipe Sainta in. thOiileate of 
€dfmiortn9-*-i/ficiis dabn 2uceiide--^t1ie Saitats haveilietrpariy-Mevery 
(Htelrasliis party! I Ifad fovgoiten«^frelajMl kmM^piBftf} ftndl 
are the relisons, if reksons tbey ean be caMed; wfaieh Mr^ GrafelMi 
hai given fop the- postpoiiefiient of your dtscoaikm 3 and i tiooBRly 
tay. If they hkd come fsdnk any ofihier raan^ I ^ou&d fiol ha^eicim* 
descended' to: haTeighren them an answer. He 19 xspovtedtokai^ 
taid, indeedi tkafe; hf^ had others teserred: wllidkhe did nlBt^hhikil 
iiedeisary to'detaslv' If tfaame whidi h^ veserrdd^ ^ere like ikaaa 
w&irh hedbtailed^ :i db not dispute the prndence oif his>ft:ee|^'g 
tkeal to htiBBelf ^ but as we have ik>t the gift of pnipbbcy^it i^ ttot 
easy ^m^ us 'tfo ansfwer them tmtl} he s^ Sign io give ^eiitti>f Ui 
oonAitsetits. .•\ - •,} ••-...'•i'-' 

' Having dedt thus freely wtlii tUe allegM Txe^toi^ fdr Hie potter 
tbnement/ ft- is quilb iiatiiral that youi shbUdd^ rekiiiim.' wttaftlnijf 
reaaidAt aiie-fov uroivgihi dtscubsidn. I witt give.{kem'>-Tlifif arki& 
otite%o sioipte' and explicit, tiiat it is' ^t^ iinpdbsible''t)»t'1^ 
kfettfitst dEipadly ainehg^t yoa should liot t ompet w i ri theaik i 
.would urge the discdssion,- because dbeixsifioVi ItA-UwafB'heea cf 
ase to yod— -becawse, upbn' dibcus^R,/ ydu harii -^^ained ic e iivei aa 
out of doorst^-and' b^use, upon evdrjr dlsevsf&ofi'^rathin thedaocs 
of P^iameat, your enediies hove dimidhbedv and[ youi^ fiiciids^ inW 
crelised. Now, is ndt that a strong reason for cdDtin«ivg''yodr. dki« 
eifSitoes^ > This may be a^'^ertiba. ' Aye, bdt I Willf pmve itt. fit 
^vhsr t>o^€onyiitce vdu of the a^plniieirt^ as seterii^tQ.'tbe'Oonhtiyi S 
a^ed itot reft^r to tM stale ft ^bt ptdilkiiiiiiid now^ vpon^the nUriaet, 
and ifhat whkh exisstedw tbe nienibry of tlBefyosng^tl - I'niysiwftttM 
member ^e biaclGest and the basefert universardeelitdidtioiiaiagainat 
f^nk c»e0dj and theT^kst hnatheniatagadnstaby mmrwko w^oM gnmi 
you aii iota. Now dtery man afiecta to be liberid^ aUd tile oid^t^ 
Question with some, is about the time of the ooncessibn^^with otbetsy 
ibcnit'fhe txi&ii of the €oivttes^it)ns--»witk maiiy, aii to the nAtMe d| 
^ ^ettHli)?i which you should afford > wfaHst a gteat mnititMey^itt 
%lfleh 1 dm proud to elasB myself, thhik that ymr einaneipatiaii 
dkoUld be immediate^ imitertai/ and uorestdcted. St|di ha»')|eeii 



If 

^ fif ogte$9 of .thi^ hum^ vf^nd out of, doo^s.iii^coiipi^^ii^l^of tbj^ 

s^as wliif^. youf ^i«;p4s. now haye^ for, tlie. fij:$t Uin^«^ foui>4. out^ 

th«; ooorq of Farliameiit ? Fpif.twfBoty. y^jws. ypu w^fe, sife^)^ .^q» 

pf .coj^rse^ you w/ei:e n^lecte^. The cQ|i^qu^nc<&w;&$,.ioost a§tgur^j 

\V^ ^l^uU l^^U^ment gr^i^^ privileges, tio aj^qopl^ ,w:b9^,4f4 ^Wl 

ihfpki those piivU^es worth the &olicit^(ipA ] Xh^n ro;^ yo)ir i4g^? 

6cM:^,a?. ^ey ar^e called ^y thp&e b^gpts who afe. t^e^Ungat th^ e%i;^ 

pi. tibieir argomeotf on the coxj^tsiunityj. ^j^ w;bo^ ,0^ 9^^^^^^ takfi 

^nii^y. Qppqtt^nity. of /c^luiaoi^i^g .thfan^ .'%er ^n^ th^Kyow 

c;a^s^ ba^.bfsen advaacj^g,. Tal^e the n^iiuerical. pppq^ipaj^ u^r tpf^ 

^oj^f^ot.Cont^opB pf)L each subsequent di^ui^^ipo, in 18(]|^4»e 

fi^^.timc; yoi^r 4i^tioii was dls^usseddn the Imperial legislature, and( 

i( w^& th(^a aki^ hy ^^ jpowerfiil elpqufence <^i J^ax^^^'-ih^r^ W4i$ || 

Vfif^^pf'Yi aj^f^nst ey/sn ta^i)^ ypur clafins; ^^to Qopsi^eratipp^ of nc^ 

i^j^'ni^inber thaoi f^l2. Tt Wi^s an appalling Pinen. In l&0^ 

|i9^y^r^ oj^ihen^j; di&cu^|o^ that njiajority wa9 <^inioished iq j 

tm.. Jn ISift,^ it de^wwfid tP , 10^ j in, 181 1^ U, dwjndie^jo 64 ^ 

*p4r:»tlefl«rtl>^i^ IWg, p^ tjjg.roqtfp^^^ »fc Canning,-^^ it 1% I 

j\q% BkV^ii^ r^Q^kf^lf ^ .t^t t^e^ first sv^t^p^ful e^tipn ly^ m^e u^ I 

y^M ' %ouc , l?y aip. S^gjlish .?nf |nb^,-*-your cn^i^ii^is ijed the fi<eld^ | 

f*^ yW >»W *fei triMW*W< pwuprily tP s^HRprf y pu^ of 1?9. Kowf^ 

is n(9t,this deipp^^ What becomes now of tho^e wb^ $47 

discussion has not been of use to you ? But I need not have resorte^ I 

tp^t^e arithii|ieti£Al; calc^kftion. Dii^ciission px^it b|& useful when 

^.9P^4ph 1^ '^^^i^j^fK ^^Jl^P^fW^ ashanie4 of coni))atin^.with | 

^s^pff^%4 Tru^ IS omnipoteii^, and^ust preya^^ it forces its.wa|f j 

w}A^ th« . fif^ 9>v4 ^^ P^^^^^. of ^^ ^o^'^S j^un-b^anv. V^fwur^ 1 

]p§y; sx^xpnn^ j^ji^ef m«y. imple di^^inWy , of it* proicesf j 
t>utih€( Tery xeswt^ce Ui^t wP^d c^c]^ only condenses and cp^:' 
cei^ti^^ it^ ^A^lat l^aygth it foes i^orth in the f^ln^ss oi^ its mi^rir 
dii^n, all liff ^ and Ugl^,^ s^n4 ^ust^ep— t^^. whpf^ ^afopbitheat^-e of Nar 

19 tmfff^^^W of its et^nity^ Ypu, liv^ for c^i^tuiies on Uii^ 
v^ye$ab& <ttet, ^. elpqu^t ^^t of thisj^Py^l^ofreiu^ policy ^ asfd 
tl^.copi^ueof^ WA^n Wh^ y^Hi Ai^rfiSypi^if eWe? n>^ily^,d|gnir 
fi^, ^f^ ms^^fSf u^tftf^tiPgr i|h^ yhii^l^ w^orld, nw.Vghji^ ^ jTPHf 

.' «fP<»rtealgtt^j«stiloonsM^AMliltl»ft'»ii|0ni; • j 

. '< ^i T^, fi Mi ig o jbaiadt ywfaiMKPt ^^•Ms bw l»ni/| • 

. ..'Mplpreig^i.eJMrs, dOfis.Hpnottr'? cl%i^9ns9^\j^d,r ; , I 

'«r Alone the Sons of feria meedlcsfi 8 land. ' ' . ^ • 

• ^ T^ inry Allei^in. Aeir ^^^^ ' I 

haypig shown, you, that discuss^n ha& aW| gain^ yon, wp«;ly^% 
Mi?*. i^ !¥ . <y»<! 7 «^P Mr.-i W^ttW; . T'^^piT;, i| ^ ^e tiig^rrr 

Pes ¥».^.»i«?54^i«*r^^^ i^rft*MftU» 
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wi^ld a|^ihst the weakAe^s of the British mhiiBten' MoW^l-ssy, 
while England is** itipowefi— now is tho pecilliBr tiiii^l Now, 
England^ I challenge yoa to shoiif^ whether the boons yon conceded 
have been the result of your love, or wrung from yout necessities. 
Now all her fears afe gone-— all ^er hopes are gratified — Europe.is 
free— -the Bourbon, the exile of her hospitality, is restored.' Napo- 
leon is no lohgep lord of the ascendmit — her Catholic alliances liave 
tefuted thfe fotil aspersions on your faith — Catholic Ireland has 
lipreared her banner on the field of blood, and nobly proved hpw«hc 
*'kfept fafth with heretics'*— the Sovereign Pontiff, an ally and a 
{r|end,* has at last returned to his Christian capital, wreathed witk^ 
the th>ph|es of a triuAiph^nt martyrdom — you yourselves have chased' 
fcwaytiie phantom of k' foreign influence^ and, from th'e'|>riest to 
thb peasant, there is not a Cathplic in the land who is not trampDng 
em the rescript of Italian audlacity. Merciful God ! if this be not $he 
Hfke, cai^'ive ever hop^ to find one m'ore expedient ! But; oh *! \fliere 
will'npvfct be a time with Bigotry ! — shfc has no iiead, iand dbinot 
thiiik-i--she l^a^ no heart, and cannot feel— -when she inoVes, ii is in 
wrath-^--wh6n '^lie pauses, it is amid ruin— ^her prayers ate 'Qtirscft— 
bier' God is a' d^moii-— her communion is* death-^-her vengeance is 
etemitjr-— h^i* decalogue is written in -the blood of herVie^s f and 
if she stoops for a mmiient f^om her internal flight, it i^ tipon some 
Kindred rock, to whet her' vultnie-farig for keener tapine^ and replume 
her wing for a more sap^uinary desolation \ (Loii bursts ofeMku^ 
siastic ctpplause.) 

I appeal from this infertial,'grkve-stalled futy-— I appeal' to the 
sense, to the good policy; to Hihe gratitude of England) and I make 
my^appeal, peculiarly at this mon)ent,When the ifiustriousTotentates 
of Europe are met together in the Bri^i^h tapital; to commeihoitite 
the great festival of Universal Peace aild Universal Emancipation 1 
Let me hope, that, by our deKverarice, the gr^at ^^torkwillbe con* 
suip mated in their presence ; or, shbilld itnot^ th^ wapri:oi^;bf thtf 
North viiiVL at least carry to' their homes the story - oforirfdMdtiide^ 
and our unmerited misfortunes^ But (turning to Mn'QtMAi^ who 
ofypeafed muck agitated) ^^-io bokrow a phrase frdm that pai^agon o§ 
lrislmien*-»No, Carran^ do not be afraid thafl shall* depreciate *yotl 
by - my ' adoration ! I caiinot rise into the regibn' T^lfe^ci j^ote soar j 
and, even if 1 could; the fate of Icarus^ foiewfetttS me 'not- 1& toiich. 
upon the orb whose refalgence would* consume' me: - CbntfetEtplating 
such a man, tq b« jrtist» I mufit. be sikmt )^{f9r/ pafiegyric ds'poverty, 
and eloquence is wordkss. Inkis phnttcsi 1 milltei^bavittUt to '^ re* 
deem myself from the infidelity Of this despair:*- ^I will try ^'to hope, 
that when the whole world is reioicing; in, peace — wbenr th^'rock^of 
Norway and the swamps pf. Holland are elate wi^U. liberty^ the 
P9or country, through the prowess of .whose hero this even^ has 
"oeeh adHievcd, Si^fll -trot be' shftired to sit dowd iif the- SQlitndjB «f 

frrbUlt, jiisUttf! fbAMM; gra- 
ihVoke the genius of the '^riti^fi. Cbn- 

J - .angel of the Christian Gbs^-^I iivrtte the 

Unijlit'ajb^&f tfaiit4>lcriiyLiberiy} '^idiiHs^Mi^g'AAQd maog 




i 



14 

<%« ^imk df itliie .u^it^e, nbita Awget the laaiA Where «4W 
ha^e'WOi^slrtpped^.sages loted> and'heroes fought ibr her 3 where the 




•you 

^ake- tMein. I woold reeled to see you conciliate e?en the un- 
generous prejikfices of the i^nglish' People. But there is on^ 
Mbiifl^e you should nerer m^e :'<"!'Oh ! . do not^ for any temporal 
t^eom betray tht^ great principles which are tp purchase you an 
eMPAity. Here/ from your sanctuary— -^here^ from the endangerea 
fdtars of your f^th^ in the i^ame of that Gon^ for the freedom^ o^ 
«M4iose worship we are so nobly struggling, let no unholy han^ 
ffeffaike the sacked' ark of your religion ! For my patt^ I approach' 
your church'-othe ancient church of Ireland^ with the mingle^ 
amotions of a patriot atid a Christiaai. Whilst it awAdly forewarns 
me of a better worlds it proudly reminds me of a better diay; 
Md m^ on iny vision like some majestic monument amid the 
4e6ert of antiquity, just in its proportions, sublime in its associations^ 
flrtid only the more magnificent fmm the ruins by whiph It is' 
^surrounded. Oh^ do not sacrifice it ! ' • 
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PETITION 

PRAWN BY !^R. PHILLIPS, 

' AT TUB R^CEST Ot 

THE BOMAN CATHOLICS OF IRELAND, 



To thA,SHmourabU'tbe Cohhovs i^the Uniied Kingdom of Gr§a$ 
Brikiki and Ireland, in Parliammt assemMed: . ^ 

The humble Petition of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, whose 
names are undersigned op behalf of themselves^ and gtherSj^ 
' profe^^ing the Roman Catholic Religion, 

#HSWETK, 

That we the Roman Catholic People of Ireland, again approach 
the legislature with a statement of the grieyances under which wp 
labour, and of which we most respectfully, but at the same time 
most firmly, solicit the effeiptual redress. Our wrongs are so 
notorious, and so numerous, that their minute detail is quite 
unnecessary, and would indeed be impossible, were it deemed 
expedient. Ages of persecution on the one hand, and of patience 
on the other, sufficiently attest our suiferings and our submission. 
Privations have been answered only by petition, indignities by 
lemcastrance, injuries by forgiveness. It Las been a uii^tbitune to 
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bure luftred for the take of omr religiofi } but it his dbo been Hk 
pride U> hvm borUe the best testimony to the parity of dor dootrine> 
9y the meekneae of onr endaraace. 

We have sustained the power which tpumed us ; we hafe aervied 
&e jBurm which smote us 5 we have laviilied our strengdi» our talent, 
and opr treasures^ and buoyed up> on the'^rodigal effusion of our 
young blood, the triumphant Ark of BaiTtSH LiBCRTir. 

We approach, then, with oonfidenoe, an enlightened kgiskture 1 ia 
ihe name of Nature, we ask our rights ashmen) in the name of the 
Constitution, we ask our priyilej^es as subjects $ in the name of €k»D, 
we ask the sacred protection orunpersecuted piety as Christiana^ 

Are securities required of us? We offer them — the best securitiea 
1^ throne can have-— the affections of a people. We offer faith that 
was never violated — hearts that were never corrupted— valour that 
never crouched. Eveiy honr of peril has proved our allegiance, an4 
eyery field of Europe exhibits its example. . 

We abjure all temporal authority, except that of our Sovereign; 
We acknowledge no civil pre-eminenee, save that of our constitution ; 
and, for our lavish and voluntary expenditure;, we only ask a recw 
piocity of beneiits. 

Separating, as we do, our civil rights from our spiritual duties, 
we humbly desire that they may not be confounded. We *^ render 
unto Caesai* the things that are Caesar^s/* but we must also '' render 
unto God the things that are God^." Our church could not descend 
to claim a state authority, nor do we ask for it a state aggrandise* 
ment : its hopes, its powers, and its preteosioqs, are of another 
World I and, when we raise our hands most humbly to the State, 
lour prayer is not, that 'the fetters may be transferred to the hands 
which are raised for us tq heaven. We would not erect a splendid 
ihrine, even to liberty^ on the ruins of the temple. 

In behalf, then, of five millions of a brave and loyal people, we 
call upon the legislature to annihilate the odious bondage which bows 
down the mental, physical, and moral energies of Ireland 3 and, in 
the name of that gospel which breathes eharky towards all, we seek 
freedom of conscience for aU the inhabitants -of the British empire. 

May it therefore please this honourable. House to abolish alt penal 
and disabling laws, which in any manner infringe religious liberty 
or restrict tibe free eiijoytnent of the sacred rights of conseience/ 
within &ese realms. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 



TB£ SKD. 



SPEECH 



CHARLES PHILLIPS, Esq 

IN TUB CAM OP 

aMKJLLAJ^ V. M'KORKiLL, 

* DELIVERED AT THE COURT-HOUSE, 



Ht LoftD AND GSNTLSMSK^ 

I AM ins^cted as of Counsel for the Plaintiff, to state to yoa 
the cdrcnmstances in which this action has originated. It is A 
source to me, I will coafess it, of much personiu embarrassment. 
Feebly, indeed, can I attempt to convey to you the feelings with 
which a perusal of this bri^f has affected me— 'painful to you must 
be my inefficient transcript— painful to all who have the common 
feelings of country or of kind, must be this calamitous compen** 
dium of all that degrades our individual nature, and of all that haa^ 
for many an age of sorrow, perpetuated a curse upon our nationu 
character. It is, perhaps, the misery of this profession, that every 
hour our vision may be blasted by some withering crume, and our 
hearts vnrung with some agonizing recital 3 there is no frightful 
form of vice, no disgusting phantom of infirmity, which guilt doei 
not array in spectral train before us. Horrible is the assemblage I 
humiliating the application ! • But, thank God, even amid those 
very scenes of disgrace and of debasement, occasions often arise 
for the redemption of our dignity ; occasions on which the virtues 
breathed into us by heavenly inspiration walk abroad in th^ 
divinity of their exertion ; before whose beam the wintry robe faOs 
from the form of virtue, and all the midnight images of honot 
vanish into nothing. Joyfully and piously do I recognise such an 
occasion ) glaitty do I intoke yon to the generous participation : 
yet. Gentlemen, though you must prepare to hear much tnat d«« 
gxodei^ our nature^ much that diitradf our couiitry-*though ^ 
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that oppression douU devise against the poof— though all that pef« 
secution could inflict upon the feeble-^though all that vice coold 
wield against the pious — ^though all that the venom of a tenal tnr-« 
pitude could pour upon the patriot^ must with their alternate ^'* 
parition afflict, afinght^T a|id WiAAU^ ^, still do I hope, that 
over this charnel-house ofcrime-*-over tffl very sepulchre, where 
corruption sits enthroned upon the mouldering merit it has mnr-< 
dered, that voice is at length abbut to be heard, at ^rhich the 
martyred victim will arise to vindicate the ways of Pr fvidence^ 
and fTOffe Cliat &¥cn i^ its irc^^ adf ersti^' f^ere. p jk Jplg^t and im- 
mortality in virtue. 

The FlaintifiF, Gentlemen, you have heard, is the Rev. Cok-« 
NELious 0*MuLLAN 3 — he is a Clergyman of the Church of Rome, 
and became invested with that venerable appellation so far back 
as September, 1604. It is a title, which yba know, in this country, 
no rank ennobles, no treasure enriches, no establishment supports ; 
Its possessor stands undisguised. by any rogiof .this .wdd*s deco- 
ration, resting all temporal, all eternal hope upon nis toil, his 
talents, his attainments, and his piety-^-doubtless, after all, the 
highest honours, as well a»%he most itfiperishable treasures, of the 
man of God. Year after year passed over my client, and each 
anniversary only gave, him so. additional title to these qualifica« 
tions— *-his precept was but the handmaid to his practice — 'the 
sceptic heard him, and was convinced-'^-the ignorant attended him^ 
and were taught — he smoothed vthe death-bed of tod heedless 
wealth— he rocked the cradle, of the infant charity:--- oh — no 
wonder he walked in the sunshine of the public eye--'4io woftder be 
•toiled through the pressure of the public benediction. This is not 
an idle declamation — such was the result his ministry J)foduced^ 
'that within five years from the date of its commencement, nearly 
'iO&OW of . Voluntary subscription enlarged the temple whete such 
precepts were taught, and such piety exemplified. Such was the 
situation of Mr. O'Mullan, when a disgolution of Parliament 
*iook place, and ah unexpected contest for the representation Of 
l)erry threw that county into unusual commotion. One of the 
'Candidates was of the Ponsonby family— a family devoted to 
.the interests, and dear to the heart of Ireland; he' naturally 
thought that his Pariiamentaty conduct entitled him to the vote of 
J^every Catholic in the land, knd so it did, not only of every Ca- 
tholic,, but of every Christian who preferred the diffusion of 
'the Gospel to the flScendency of a sect, and loved the principles 
of the tons'titution 'better than the pretensions of a party. Per- 
haps you will think with me, that there is a sort of posthumous 
^fnt^rest thrown about that event, when I teH you, that the can- 
'dtd'ate on that occa$i6n was the 'lamented hero oVer wfabse t6knl> 
"Hhe tears, not only of Irefend;, but of Europe, have been so lately 
^khed; he who 'mid the blossom of the. world's clyvalfy,. died 
'conquering a ' deathless iiame upon th^ field of Waterioo, H^ 
^ap'pUed to Mr/*0*Mm«c:iN.foThi^^hiterttsl, and that interM.was 
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th^erfbtty |piren^-*tW concnxreBce of lii» Bishop li&tiiig tMMft |M« 
vloiisly obtmned. Mr. Ponsonbt f ucceeded ; and a. dioner^ to 
which all parties were invited, and fiom which alL party spirit vui 
expected to absent itself, was ^yen to cotDmemorate one comaaoit 
'triumph^-'-the purity and the privileges of electioja. In otih^r 
countries such an expectation might be natural) the ex^eKsise ol 
a noble constitutional privilege, the trinmph of a great poppla^ 
cause, might not unaptly expand itself in the interc^ur9e . cs thfB 
board, and unite all hearts in the natur^ bond of festive cooair- 
inemoration. But, alas, Gjentlemen, in this unhappy la^^ ^ch 
has be^n the result, whether of' our faults, our follies, or Qvof 
misfortunes, that a detestable disunion converts the very balm ^ 
the bowl into poison, commissioning its vile i^dd harpy offspring 
\o turn even our festivity into famine* My client was at this fUn^ 
tier. It Was hot to be endured, that a Catholic should pollute vnlh 
his presence the civic festivities of the loyitl Xiondonderry !—*Sue)i 
»n intrusion, even the acknowledged sanctity of his cbamcMMr 
could not excuse — it became necessary to insult him. There is fi 
toast which, perhaps, few in this united county- ai-e! in the l^^Hhil 
of hearing, but it is the invariable watch- woird ^f the • Orafigp 
orgies^-it is brieiy entitled, '' The glorious, pious, and imn|<)rtAl 
memory of the great and good King Wilj^iam!" jl have. 00 
doubt, the • simplicity of your understandings is piwzle4 ba^ 
to discover any offence in the commemoration of tl^ Revolution 
Herb. The loyalists of Derry are more wise in ^ir generation. 
^here, when some Bacchanalian bigots wish to avert thJ^. intnisi^ 
visitations of their own memory, they commence by violating #|e 
memory of King William.* Those who happen to have il»0# 
'or silver in their fraternity (no very usual occurrence), thaaik li^ 
Majesty that the shpes are not wooden, and that the sUver is n^ 
hrass— a commodity, by the by, of which any leg^y would 
have been quite superfluous. The Pope coqies in fos a. j^ow 
benediction -, and the toast concludes with a patriotic wish f^ aJU 
of his persuasion, — by the consummation of whjch^ t\ie^ ciua h^ 
no doubt the hempen manufactures of this country wo|dd ev 
perience a very considerable consumption, Such^ G^nflepp^eii^ 
js the enlightened, and liberal/ and social sentiment, of whiijli 
the' first sentence, all that is usually given, forms the su^i^sv 
tion. I must not omit that it is .generally taken standings 
always, — provided it be in the power of the company ! This Wast 
was pointedly given to insult Mr. O'Mullan. Naturally a^vfnse 
to any altercation, his most obvious course was to qiuit the 

* Thid loyal toast, handed down by Orange tradition, is literally as. faU9w»$ 
Hre give it for the edification of the £nG:lish Reader :— 

' ** The glorious, pioiw, and immortal memory of the great atd good King 
^* William, who saved us from Pope and Po{N*fy, James and slavery, bran 
/< BiO|iey ^uid wooden shoes. Here is bad luck to the fN>pe^ and a hen^wik 
*' rope to all Papists " 

It is drank kneeling:, if they cannoft stand,-~with nina timtf ninei. 
Various mysteries Whkfh none but the ekct can comprehend. 
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ttimf«ti^, and thil he did immediately. He was, however^ a« 
i'mmediately^ recalled^ by an intimation, that ** the Catholic 
QirBSfioN, and might its claims be considered justly and liberaUy," 
had been toasted as a peace-offmng by Sir George Hiul, the 
City Reorder. My dieht had no gall in his disposition — ^he at 
once clasped to his heart the friendly overture^ and m such phrase 
as his simplicity sapplied, poured forth the gratitude of that heart 
to the liberal Recorder. Poor O'MulLan had the wisdom to 
iknagine, that the politician's compliment was the man*s conviction^ 
and that a table toast was the certain prelude to a parliamentary 
suffrage. Despising all experience, he applied the adage, " Coelum 
Won animnm' mutant qui trans mare currunt," to the Irish patriot. 
I need not paint to you' the consternation of Sir George, at so 
unusual and so unparliamentary a construction. , He indignantfy 
disclaimed the intention imputed to him — denied and deprecated 
the unfashionable inference — and, acting on the broad scale of 
«n impartial policy, gave to one party the Weight of his^ote, and 
tathe other the (no doubt in his opinion) equally valuable ac- 
quisition of his doquence:-«-by the way, no unusual compromise 
Mnongst modem politicians. 

■ The proceedings of this dinner soon became public. — Sir George, 
Vou may be sure, was little in love with his notoriety. However, 
gentlemen, the sufferings of the powerful are seldom without 
sympathy ; if they receive not the solace of the disinterested, and 
'the dear, they are at least sure to find a substitute in the misierable 
professions of an interested hypocrisy. Who could imagine that 
sir Creorge^ of all inen, was to drink from the spring of Catholic 
toni(6lation > yet so it happened. Two men of that communioa 
kad the har(fihood and the servility to frame an Address to him, 
tefleeting upon the pastor^ who was its pride and its ornament. 
This Address, with the most obnoxious commentaries, was in- 
stantly published by the Derry Jaurnalistj who from that hour, 
down to the period of his ruin, has not ceased to persecute my 
thoikt, with all that the most deliberate falsehood could invent, 
and all that the most infuriate bigotry could perpetrate. This 
jonmal I may as well now describe to you— it is one of the 
numerous publications which the misfortunes of this unhappy land 
have generated^ and which has grown into considerable affluence 
by the sad contributions of the public calamity. There is jaota 
provincial village in Ireland which some such official fiend does 
not infest ; fabricating a gazette of fraud and falsehood upon all 
who presume to advocate her interests, or uphold the ancient re^ 
ligion of her people. The worst foes of Government, under 
pretence of giving it assistance — the deadliest enemies to the 
Irish name, under the mockery of supporting its character — the 
xaost licentious. Irreligious, illiterate banditti^ that ever poUnted 
the fair fields of literature, under the spoliated banner of the 
press. Bloated with the public spoil, and blooded in the chase of 
^illpracter, no abilities can arrest— -do piety can awe— no ndsfoXr 



laii^ftffect«->iio beneTokooe ormcfligte them;— 4iic rmiilloii oi 
ihe \inag, and the memory, of the dead^ arjB equally puiB^raed.iA 
their desolating progress : even the awful sepulchre affordaiiHili 
\in aisyliim to their selected victim. -^-Human hyasnas-^-^hey wUl 
rush into the sacred deposltdties of the departed, ^i^^ii)g th^. 
ravetious and irrevereud rapine^ amid the mouldeiing menH>riali| <^» 
man*s last infirmity ! Such is a too true picture w what I hope- 
unauthodzedly misnames itself the Ministerial Fresa of Irelaod*^ 
Amid that polluted press, it is for . you to say, whether The Lim^ 
donderry. Journal stands on an infamous elevatioii. When thift 
Address was published in the name of the CathoUcs, that caltun* 
niated body, as was naturally to be expected, becn^me uai^ersaUy. 
indignant. 

You may remember. Gentlemen, amongst the many, expedients 
resorted to by Ireland, for the recovery of her rights, after she 
had knelt session after session at the bar of the legislature,, 
covered with the wounds 6f glory, and praying redempHofi from 
the chavis that rewarded them i'-^^yoxi may remember, I say,i 
amongst many vain expedients of supplication and remoostraace^) 
her Catholic population delegated a Board to consult on tb^r 
affairs, and forwai'd their petition. Of that body, fashionable a«. 
the topic has now become, far be it from me to speak with dis-^^ 
respect. It contained much talent^— much Integrity 3 and it exhi- 
bited, what must ever be to me an interesting 'spectacle, a great 
body of my fellow-men and fellow-chnstians, claiming admis^ioB. 
into that constitution which their ancestors had achieved by their 
Talour, and to which they were entitled as their inheritance* • 
This is no time^ this is no place for the discussion of thi^t quetr/ 
tlon— but since it ' does force itself incidentally upon me, I will 
say that, as on the one hand I cannot fancy a despotism moire 
impious, or more inhuman, than the political debasement here, 
on account of that faith by which men hope to win an happy 
eternity hereafter 3 • so on the other, I cannot fancy a vision in its. 
aspect more cfivine, than the eternal Cross, red with the partyr's. 
blood, add radiant with the pilgrim*s hope, reared by, the n^riot: 
^d the Christian hand, high in the van of universal hb^ty«^ 
Of this Board, the two volunteer framers of the Address happen-. 
e(f to be members. The body who deputed them instantly as- 
sembled, and declared their delegation void. You would sup- 
fose. Gentlemen, that after this oecisive public braDd of repra* 
ation, those officious meddlers would have avoided its recurr^pce,, 
by retiring from scenes • for which nature and education had totally 
unfitted them. Far, however, from acting under any sense of 
shame, those 'excluded outcasts even summoned a meeting, to ap*. 
peal from the sentence the public opinion Lad pronounced oa^ 
Sbem. The meeting assembled, and after almost the day's delibeca- 
titon on their conduct, the former sentence was unanimously con^ 
(rmed. The men did not deem it prudent to attend themselves ,> 
but at a late hour, when the business was concluded — wl^n .th^. 
liissoljiltioas'had passed— -when the chair was vacated— when the 
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iniltffeiie INis AsptMngv'^^ attempted witli some Orange fol- 
IbWcHi t6 ebtnid^ into utt Cfaapel^ which in large cities^ suck aa 
Blfri^y ^s the Qsnal place of meeting. An angrf spirit arose 
^in(mgBt the people.—-Mr. OltftTtLAN^ as was his duty, locked the 
d60rs> to preserve the honse of God from profanation^ and ad- 
dressed the criiwd in sncfa terms as induced them to repair peace-* 
iA$hf'W tlifefr'refpeedTe habitations. 1 need not paint to you the 
bitter ^todtlons with which these deservedly disappointed men 
wier^ agitated. All hell ' was at wotk within them, and a con« 
iff^tkc^ wa^ hatfchefd against the peace of my client, the vilest, the 
iD#Iest, the most infernal, that ever vice devised, or demons exe- 
ifut^.' Restrained from exciting a riot by his interference, they 
actually swore a riot against him — prosecuted him to conviction- 
corked on the decaying intellect of bis Bishop to desert him — and^. 
^mid the savage war-whoop of this slanderous journal, all along 
inflamhig the public mind by libels the most atrocious, finally 
flung this poor, pious, peaceable, unoftVnding priest, into a damp 
•nd desolate dungeon, where the very iron that bound had more 
of hnmanity than the despots that surround^ him. I am^toldj 
tlhcy tHumph much in his conviction — I seek not to impugn the 
▼erdiet of that J-ury— I have no doubt they acted conscientiously—- 
it weighs not with me that every member of my client^s creed 
was carertlly excliided from that Jury- -no doubt they acted con- 
scientiously. It weighs not with me, that every man impanelled 
on the trial of the Priest was exqlusively Protestant^ and that 
t^ In a city so prejudiced, that not long ago, by their Corpora- 
tionf law, no Catholic dare breathe the ur of Heaven withm its 
wallsf— no doubt they acted conscientiously. It weighs* not with 
me, that not three days previously^ one of that Jury ^as heard 
pttbliely to declare, he wished he could prosecute the Papist to 
bis deaih>— no doubt they acted conscientiously. It weighs not 
with me, that the public mind had been so inflamed by the exaspe- 
ration of this libeller, that an impartial trial was utterly impos- 
sible. -—Let them enjoy their triumph.— But for myself, knowing 
him as I do, here in the teeth of that conviction^ I declare it^ I 
would rather be that man, so aspersed, so imprisoned, so perse* 
cuted, and have his consciousness, than stand the highest of the 
courtliest rabble that ever fawned before the foot of power oir 
fed upon the people — plundered alms of despotism. Oh, of short 
duration is such demoniac triumph. — Oh, blind and baseless is 
the Taunt of vice, imagining its victory can be more than for the 
moment. This very day, I hope, will prove, that if virtue suffers, 
it is but for a season j and that sooner or later, their patience tried,, 
md their purity testified, prosperity will crown the interests of 
probity and worth. 

Perhaps you imagine. Gentlemen, that his person imprisoned— <^- 
his profession gone — his prospects ruined— and what he held 
dearer than all — his character defamed ; — the malice of his ^emies 
might liave rested from persecution. '^ JTms bad begins, bui worse ^ 



9! 

hMti^MkuLJl' : AiteUd, I beieecfa (pait, 16 witAi ikoW fdlfiwi<% 

Because. I have coule in, oodtr to'the {Mn'tioklar libel,^ wbfich.we bafil^ 

sekdteH'froBDlibe cJrowded oalwiiiiiesof this journal > and* to whicMt 

ihretoall yotlr:p6Culiai* considiration. Business of moment, to the 

iiatere <xlr>i<Aioh*I shfcdl feelHt hay du4jr, presently to advert, called 

Mr< O'Mou^AN tc| the fnetropoHs. .Through the lihela of the Pen 

leiXdaDt', he wlis at thl^ time tii disfavour :with..fais Bishop; and s 

ramour had ^neabraiidvJtiiat.he ;was neyer- again to revisit hui 

teeknt lidn^egation. / The Bishop^ in tfak interim^ teturned ti 

perry, and, on the Sunday following, went to officiate at the pat 

lAA d^pitl. . All rdnks 'aroiwfjed tremulously rotind hkm«^the 

wi^ow sought her guardiaih<-^tlie orphan . his proGieetQt-<*-the pdof 

their pa^ron-'-the rich ihfcir guide'-^-the (gjiWdot . their ^a&toiv— aU^ 

yi, with oni ioicei demanded hill j^ecali hy whose absence the 

g^aoes^'the t^dirities; the viirtttes , of life, wiere left orphans in thJslf 

leommiinion;' Can you imagind a more interesting spectacle ^•^ 

The ■' human tdind • nei^er conceited^A-thd huMau. hand . never dar 

»icted a more instrixbiive or . delightful pictiire. .Y^^ trill you be* 

lieve it, out pf tiiis very c&rcumstfibce the Defendati^ fabricatea 

t3kt most auAacions, and ^if possible^ the most cruel pf libels. Hear 

iiis words i — 'f;0*MuLLANi** says he,./' was convicted (^id degradedi| 

iot assAtthiag his ownBishpp; and the Recorder, of perry, in the 

^parish chapel/ r* Observe tlie disgiMing maligniity of the libel— r 

-observethe'crd^tidieddaninition which itiU:cumulates.6aniy client—^ 

A^bsb^eall the aggravated crinie Mich it ethbrab^. ^Fit^jb hii U« 

faults his Venerfd>le Bishop — the great ecclesiastical patron t4 

Whina he wad sworn to be dbedieitt,,and against whofh he never conj^ 

icvived or. ariiciilatdd iirreVeteiic^. Ne>tt b^ assaults the Recordei; 

ibf Derry, a -Privy . Councillor, the supreme judicial authority of 

the «ity>-M And where does he daso^ Gracious God; in the ver^ 

Iwmpledf'thy worship l-^-^Thsit isj says the inhuman libelle^, — he, a 

/dtfiwii— ^e; a Clergyman, insulted, nbt oaly the civil, but the eccle- 

jsiastical authorities, in the. face of man, and iii the lu^use oif prayer.; 

tran^iig oohtomeliouaLy upon all huihaa \^^; amid th^ sacred afc- 

|ass where he^ belieired tl^ Abnighty witnessed the |)rofanation ! 

i am 9& hdrset^-^truok at thil blasphembus .and abdmld^ble turpir 

^ude, I/can tdaniiely proceed. What will yon say, G<:ntleiiieiii Whefi 

1 inform you, that at tlie very time this* atrocity was imputed 

ko him, he wad in the city of Dublin, at a distance of 120 miles 

"from the Venue of' its commission }-— Bur, oh ! when calumny once 

negins its work, how vain^ arc the impedinients of time and dis- 

ianpitiif Jkfore the sirocco of it^. breath,. j^U nature withers, aod age; 

jf^dy^exi'finid, innocgElce, aild station ;^ perish in the unseen but cer^ 

-lain desolation of itS progress! Bo. you wonder 0*Mcljlan sunjt 

. bal^e thei^e accumulated caliimmes } Do you wonder the feeble 

. j»reve iaim^dued, .the wavering decided, the prejudiced confirmed? 

He was forsaken by his Bishbji^ Jie was denounced by his enemies 

^-his. very friends fl^d in cons.tcrnation from the.* stricken deer j** 

.^-4k» wm jba^^c^ froii^ the scenes of his . childhood, {^i-pm the cn-^ 
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democMli of his irmtb, Ivoai ^ku Mdhi kit £lir aid 
Hnbttioii. In nttn did ke resort tostnogen for mlMMtciiee f oa 
Ibe -v«ry wii^s of the wiod the calnoiDy preeeAed him, mad. tem 
that hour to this — a too true apostJe— «he has been '^a man of 
ionrows/' ^^ not knowing where to lay his head/* J wifi-iHit aMwal 
to your passions ; alas ! how inadequate am I to depict his sufferings^ 
yon must take them from the eyidenoe. I have toid you thai 
at 4he time of those infernally fabricated libels, the Plaintiff :was in 
Dublin^ and I promised to advert to the cause by which his ^nenee 
was occasioned* » 

•' Obsemin^, in the course of his pnroohial duties, the ikplorable, 
I had almost said, the 4Mrgmmted ^ttwratK^ of tiie^ huh pea$aniifff*^ 
4^ ignoraMe whiBnte' aU their crimei, and numi of thdr st^ermgti 
arigiaa^ ;*-^obser^tig also, that there was no pubUdy «stafaltslied 
literary institpiion to relieve thein, save only thechsicter SokcMda# 
which tendered learning to the shivering child as- a bounty upon 
aposlaey to the faith of his fathers ; he detonined, if passible, tb 
Wiie theda the lore of this world, without ofiering it as ajnplt^sge 
ttpon the inheritance of the next. He framed the prospectus:^ a 
School, for the education of five hundred < children, aiid went M the 
ihetropolis to obtain subscriptions for the purpose. I need not 
^descant on the great general advantage, or, to this, eouotryi the 
pe^iarly ' patriotic purpose which the success of such a plan.nmsit 
iiatae produced. No doubt you have all personally conrideced^*^ 
no doubt you have all personally experienced, that of all the bkas- 
#ngs which it has pleased Providence to allow us to cultivate, there 
is not one Which breathes a purer fragrance, or bears an hcniiediicr 
^aspect, than education. Ut is a companion which no misfortunes 
4san depress— -no clUne deStroy^'-no enemy alienate-*— no despotism 
enslave — at home a friend— ^abrpad an introdttcti«n*^4n solitude a 
Itolace — in society an ornament'^-^it (^hastens vicc^-^^t guides vktue 
-—it gives at once a grace and government to genius* Without it, 
'"What is man? — a splendid slave! a reasoning, savage ! vacillating 
between the dignity of an intelligence derived from God, and the 
-degradation of passions participated with brut^sjtand, inthe acei- 
dent of their alternate ascendency, shudderingat tbe terrors of an 
'hereafter, or hugging the horrid hope of aniiihilation. What is 
'this wondi'ous world of his residence ! i 

** A mighty maze, aitd all wUbout a plan;**' 

a dark, and desolate, and dreary cavern, without wealth, or 
ornament, or order— but light up within it the torch ot knowledge, 
mid how wondrous the transition 1 The seasons change — the at- 
mosphere breathes— the landscape lires— -earth unfolds its finitts**- 
ocean rolls in its magnificence — ^the heavens display their coostd- 
iated canopy — and the grand animated spectacle of nature rktes 
revealed before him, its varieties regulated, and its mysteries rc- 
aolved! The phenomena which bewilder— the pwjudioes' which 
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<*^l4lfi9 the iMUy ^ymbpl wbicfa blazed upon die cloud betore tbe 
beaitotBig €onrtuHiiie> if m«n follow but its precepts purely^ it 
will not only lead hip to the victories of this world, but open the 
Teiy |imtals of omuipoteBee for his admission. Cast your eye over 
the mofHimenial map of ancient grandeur, once studded witlkthe 
alAfs of empire, and the splendours of philosophy. What erected 
the little state o£ Athens into a powerful commonwealth, placinf^ 
ia her hand the sccfitre of legislation, and wreathing round her 
boQ>w t^e imperishable chaplet of literary fame? — What extended 
Rome, the hau^t oi a lumditti, into universal empire? What anif 
mtled Spaita with the bigh, unbending, adamantine courage, which 
4B9ai)ttered nature; herself « and has fixed, her in the sight of f^iuri; 
'9ga8, a model of public virtue, and a proverb of national indqpeny 
devGis ? What, but those wi$e piiblic institutions, which strengtlvr 
«aed their minds with early implication, informed their infanc^ witti 
^e pHtieiples of action, and sent them into the world, too vigilaa^ 
to be deceived by itr calms , and too vigorous to be shaken by ita 
whirlwinds ! Bi^t snurely if there be a people in the world to whoni 
the blessingt 4>f edueatioB are -peculiarly af^licable, it is the Irisl^ 
people. I think, 1 know my countrymen — lively, ardent, intelllK 
gent^ and sensitive; nei^ly all their acts spring from im{ml8e,.and 
BO matter how that impulse be given, it is immediately adopted^ 
•od the adoption and the execution are identified. It is this prinit 
eipij&, if prineij^eit ean be called, which renders Ireland altematel]p 
tlw poorest aiid the proudest country in the world-*-now chaining 
9i^ in the very abyss of crime---now lifting her to the very pin- 
aaeleof glory-^- which, in the poor, proscribed, peasant Catholic^ 
croM^ the gaol and feeds the gibbet — which, in the more fortu^ 
nate, because more educated Protestants, leads victory a captive. 
«* her ear, and HM^ echo mute at her eloquence; making a nationa) 
aaoRopoly of fame, and, as it were, ' attempting to naturalize th^ 
•chievements of the univei^e! — In order that this libel may want 
no possible aggravali<m, the Defendant published it when my client 
was absent on this work of patriotism — he published it when he wa^ 
»baent~he published it when he was absent on a work of vi^tue^ 
and he published it on dil the authority of his local kiH)wledgex 
when that very local knowledge must have told him, that it waa 
destitute €»f the shadow of a foundation. Can you imagine a moi^ 
ocyons fomplicatioB of all that is deliberate in malignity, and all 
chat is depraved in crime? I promised. Gentlemen, that I would 
not harrow your hearts, by exposing aU that agonizes minis, in the 
omtemplatioa of individual suffering. There is however one sub- 
jeet connected wjih this trikd, public in its nature, and universal in 
ka interest, which imperiously calls ^or an ex^nplary verdict > I 
mean tba IMetif of the PreeS'^'B theme which I approach with 
iningled s^tasal^iis of awe, mid agony, and admiration. Consider^ 
ing att that we too fatatty have seen«-*all that, perhapMi^ too fear-* 
feBy wtjssay hsar^ M9me p0 jfpsebeMtf i k^ my^U fiUog to ik^ 
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ft^iduary 98ff^gttard witb ah' aiB«tiott no tfea^piatkwi ca» k edm w k T t 
with a snspkion tio anodyne- caii loU-'--Witk 'a fortitude that l»eril 
tnt Snfuiiates* In the direful retrospect of ' exp^nm^af dAspottaoiy 
and ' the hideous prospect of its possible TeanitnatiOa^ I' cIas|^ k 
with the desperation of a wi<lFowed female, wbo^Wl the desotatloa 
of her house, and the destruction of her •houseftibid, hufriea tlie 
last of iier offspring through the flames, at once the t^lic of bes 

f* )y, the depositoi7 of her wealth, and the i^ememh^ncer of ht^ 
appin'ess.' '|t is the duty of us all' to gnard strktiy this inesti- 
itiable pfiyile^e;— a privilege whieh can n^ver be destroyed, liave 
l^y the licentiousness of those who wilfully abase it.— No, it is mil 
in the arrog^pce pjF power— »no, it is not in tic artifices oi law— 
110, it is not in ttie fatuity of princes — ^no, it is not in the venality o^ 
Parliament, to crush this mighty, this ipajestic priyilege.-j-Re«lcd, 
it will remonstrat^— murdered, it will Teviye™lmri^, it wilbTe- 
JBcend. The vei 
of its immortality^ 
Away before the ' tinimpet 

i^me principle that be does his soul — the powers of- this world 
cannot prevail against it — ^it can only perish 'thitmgh its own de-^ 

Iravity. What then shall be his fate, through whose instrument- 
lity it is sacrificed } Nay, more~what shall be his fate, wlio in*, 
trusted with the guardianship of its security, becomes the traitorous 
Accessary to its ruin? Nay, more-— what shall be bis fate, by 
llfliom its powers, delegated for the public good, are conyerted into 
the calamities of private yirthe^ !4^a\n|t whom industry denoaqced, 
iherit'pni^efmined, morals Cahimniated, piety aspefsisd/ ail through' 
the very means confided for their protection, cry alQud lor venge^ 
ftnce ? What shall be his fate > Oh ! I would hold such a monster^ 
so shielded,' so sanctified, and so sinning, as I wonld some demoa^^ 
who, going fbith' consecrated in the name of the deity, the boohi 
of liife on his lips, and the dagger of death beneath his robe, awaits 
ihe sigh of piety as the signal of plunder, and unveins the lieart's 
filood of confiding adoration I Should not snck a cas|e as this ret 
quire some palliation ? Is there any ? Perhaps the I>efendant 
inight haTc been misled as to circumstances \ No ; he lived upon the 
apot, and had the best' possible ' information. Do yon think he be^ 
fieved in the truth of the piibli<;ation } No j he knetv that in every 
pliable it was as false ^s perjury. ' De you think that an aaxiety 
ioT the Catholic commanity might faaye inflamed him against the 
imagiiiary'defeKcfion of itS'advncatQ>'No j the very esaence ojf his 
journal is prejudice. Doi ybu think that in' the ardour o€ liberty 
he might have venal ly transgr^essed its > boundaries > Noj ip every.- 
fine he Ucks the sores, and pampers the pestilence of authority.. 
if do not ask you to be stoics^ in yctar investigation— 4f you can diS'- 
^ver in thu libel one motive tnferentiaUy 'moral»^on^ sioeloivir-* 
cue, Whidi he has plundered'and. misapplied, give hisi its beoefit. 
I wlH'not demand* sueh an-efibrtnf yo«r fa^h as to imi^^iiie tllMst hia 
nortUeru coasritulion'eoolA^ iy any wraoie^ foe %cd- intp t(ief aidii4f^ 
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naat liiiye Mt- the ikispired fr«ti%y of ttmselofllctf spifits, wtMr^nndilF 
iome <toi1ii'g^ bui divine Mnmoti, me into the aorak <it an dimbiliOB^' 
io bi4^, so banefdl, y^t fto btauteous^ a» Uaves the world in ^mmk 
4lerwht^tb«T it «hduld admire or mburn— whether^ it should weep or 
worship ! No y you yn^l dot' only' search in vain for «iicb ^a palliative^' 
but yoa M\\ fi«id> this publi<Mitioti> springiag from dw ttiost-odioiic 
oHgtn, and disfigured by the most foul acoompaiifflieAts^ founcM 
In a btgeHry at which hell rejoioes-^*croaching with a syoophanc^r 
lit which flattery bltishes— def()nned by a falsehood, at which peiw 
jury would' hesitate^— and, to crown the climax of its crowded in« 
fcmiesj committed undev the sacred shelter of the press :«ip^as i£ tW* 
falsej slaiidenous, syoopitaiitic slave, could not assassinate piiralb 
worthy without pbRallliig public privilege*«-«as if he could not sM 
erifice the chfihraoter oF the fjions, without profaning the iwoltijli— i 
6f the If^ee — rss if he'cCMddtibt poison learning, liberty, and reHgiott^ 
unless he idled his chalice from the very font whence they mi^fr 
ba¥e expected to derive the waters of theii^ salvation S r 

' Now, €rentlem«i^ as^to the measuve of your dsnnagea.-— Yott 
l^re the be9t .jvidges on that subject 5 though, indeed, 1 ha^w beea 
asked, and i beard i^e question with some surprise, ' why it 4i 
thtitWe harvte 'brdugfat this case at all V> be- tried before you Kia^ 
To-liiat I might giye at once an unobjectioBaMe answer-M-nameK^ 
that the leiw 'allowed us. ' Bnt I witt deal nmch more citfididi|^ 
Tfith you. ' We broughK if here, because it was :a8 far as passiUe 
fh>tti'the sdeiie cffprejudie^-— because no possible partialitiy omM 
^ist— 'because- in this happy flnad united county, less of the bicotry 
lA^ich distraGts> the rest of • Ireland* exists^ tlnui in any' other wilh 
W^idi we sire aoquuinted^-becsaase the nature of the eetion, which 
we have mercifully brought; in -place of a criminal piosecation 
(the usuAl course pursued in the present day, at least against the 
independent pve;s9 of Ireland), gives them> if they have it, ^bc 
power of pn>viAg a jiisitifieation 3 andl-percesve they have emptied 
half theNonfh here lor the purpose. But I cannot anticipate an' 
objet^Hon, which no* d6nbt shitU not be made.. If this habftoal 
Hbeller' should chart^cteristieatty instruct his Counsel to hazarik>£t| 
that LeftBoed Oemleman is mudi 'too^ wise to adopt it, and must 
knowybu much too well, %o insult you by its utterance. What 
damage^, 'then, 'Gentlemen, can you give? 1 am caatedt-tii 
Ic^e the Defendant's* crime altogether out of the qnesoon^itoi 
hov^ can- you feoompense the sufterings of toy daent ) Who siraH. 
tntitiiBMt ihe cost ^ pricelest reputation^-— that imprteswhidi gieel 
tftfs'liuittan dross its currency, without which we stand > daspitfed^ 
d^bltsed^ depftedated > Who ' shaU rqwir it 'injored > ^. WIko cm 
l«deem it lost'^ Oh I wtQ& and truly does the great philosophiir 
^f poetry esteem the world's wealth* af[- '^tra^hV inahecbrnpaf 
riiioij..w.i^thovt it, g6ld has no ^^alue-^biith no distinctiio^ 
station no dignity— ^auty ^ no charm— <-age no • xeveriHne-«Mer 
AoM I iHot riAer «svi wi^iour i\, every treniixe UnpoveriiM— t 



16 

^\ dWine trtbe ftleAsnk fbm $am tetiii<itb.c«pMi<ih»' ilciteif 
Idyoar hearls''9bali be the s^tisaiion^ than to • your pride shall bo 
^he (JBgnity it will give yott.- What !. though the people will hail 
%he sATiourt of theii: pafttor-^WhUt ! th<iagh the priesthood will 
^iiHow the gdardtanS of tbett* brotherM^i^oiigh auttiy a peasant 
Heart will leap at yoir name> and mahy fllt^nfam ef^ wiU em-* 
%altti their fame^ who restored to life, t^statioby tb dignity, to 
^Bharactel*, the venerable friend who tlLnght their ttein^liog 
nfohgiles to li^p the nidiments of virtue and religion j still dearer 
^ail all mil be the coBsciottBnesS'of the deed. Nor; belieye ne; 
^untrymlen^ will It rest "here— ^h, no ! if there be light in ia^ 
mil^ct^ 6t \v\xth in revelation; fieliete me^ ai tbaf av^l bdari 
«When you shall aWAit the last hievitabte vodiet, thii eye of ^fomr 
-itop^ wiVL ndt'be the less bright^ nbr 'the agony of yoiir ordeal iW 
HBBbre aeute/ beeausir you shikll have^ by this day'4 deed^ redeemed 
-#e AlmMny^s |)ersmiled Apo6tle froaa the gmsnof an inoaHate 
•tMlide-^-from t\a fang bJF a worbe than Philistine persebalioD. 

V' ^At-th^ oonelnsion of this Speech, Mr. PHifiLiis was greeted Mill 
:|ka imiverMd appkuse of his auditory.] 
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SPEECH 

OP 

CBARLES PHILLIPS, ESQ. 

AT ROSCOMMON ASSIZES, 1816. 



CONNAGHTOK V, BILLON. 



The following is a correct Report of the admirable Speech de- 
liTered by Mr. Phillips, on this occasion :-^ 

In this case I am one of the Counsel for the Plaintiff, who hat 
directed me to explain to you the wrongs for which, at your 
hands, he solicits reparation* It appears to me a case which 
undoubtedly merits much consideration, as well from the noTelty 
of its appearance amongst us, as for the circumstances by which it 
is attended* Nor am I ashamed to say, that in my min^, not the 
least interesting of those circumstances is the ppyerty of the man 
who has made this appeal to me. — Few are tbo consolations whi<9b 
soothe — hard must be the heart which does not fieel for hira. Hit 
is, Gentlemen, a man of lowly birth ^nd humble station — with Uttlt 
wealth but from the labour of his hands— rwith no rank but the iqp 
tegrity of his character — with no recreation but in the circle of hif 
home — and with no ambition, bjut, when his days are full, to leaTf 
that little circle the inheritance of an honest name, and the treaioro 
of a good man's memory. Far inferior, indeed, is he in this respect 
to his more fortunate antagonist. — He, on the contrary, is umpljr 
either blessed or cursed,with those qualifications which eofibleanuiii 
to adorn or disgrace the society in which ho lives. He is,! under- 
stand, the representative of an honourable n^me — ^the relative of a 
distinguished family — the supposed heir to their virtues-^ the indis* 
pu table inheritor of their rickes. He has been for many years 9> 
resident of your county, and has had the advantage of colleotUig 
round him all those recollections, which, springing from the scenes 
of school-boy association, or from the more matured enjoyments 0( 
the man, crowd as it were unconsciously to the heart, and cling 
with a venial partiality to the companion and the friei^. , So im« 
pressed, in truth^ has he been with these advantages, that, sur^ 
passing the usual expenses of ^, trial, he has selected a tribunal 
where he vainly hopes such considerations will have weight, mA 
where he well knows my client's hwnble rank can have no cUlm^ 
but that to which his miseries may entitle him. . I am sure, howv 
ever, he has wretchedly miscalculated. I know none of you perr 
sonally ; but I have no doubt I am addnesaing m09 who will not 
prostrate their consciences before privilege or power ; — who will 
remember that tjauere is a nobility above birth, and a wealth beyond 
riches ; — who will feel that, as in the e^^ of that God to whosA lid 
they h»je ijpfxealed, there is not the mkirU^est differenoe between 
the ra|; lioa Om roji«i so in ith^ cQ9tfiw^p)^ii6m of itet Im wshidi 
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Constitntes our boast, guilt can have no proiection, or innocent 
no tyrant — men who will have pride in proving, that the noblest 
adage of our noble constitution is not an illusive shadow — and that 
the peasant's cottage, roofed with straw, and tenanted by poverty, 
stands as inviolate from all invasion as the mansion of the monarch. 
My client's name, Gentlemen, is Connaghton— -and when I have 
given you his name you have almost all his history. To cultivate 
the path of honest industry, comprises, in one line — '^ the short and 
simple annals of the poor." This has been his humble, but at the 
same time most honourable occupation. It matters little with what 
artificial nothings chance may distinguish the name, or decorate 
the person t the child of lowly life, with Virtue for his handmsud, 
holds as proud a title as the highest— as rich an inheritance as the 
wealthiest. Well has the poet of your country said — that 

" Princes or Lords may flouriib or may fade, 
A breath can make them, as a breath hai made ; 
Bat a brave peasantry, their country's pride. 
When once destroy'd can never be lupplied." 

For all the virtues which adorn that peasantry — which catt 
render humble life respected, or give the highest stations their 
most permanent distinctions, my client stands conspicuous. An 
hundred years of sad vicissitude, and, in this land, often of 
strong temptation, have rolled away since the little farm on 
which he lives received his family — and during all that time not one 
ftccnsation has disgraced— -not one crime has sullied it. The same 
spot has seen his grandsire and his parent pass away from this world 
-^the village memory records their worth, and the rustic tear hal- 
lows their resting place. After all, when life's mockpries shall 
"vanbh from before us, and the heart that now beats in the proudest 
bosom here, shall moulder unconscious beneath its kindred clay, 
Art cannot erect a nobler monument, or Genius compose a purer 
panegyric. Such, Gentlemen, was almost the only inheritance 
with which my client entered the world. He did not disgrace it — 
his youth, his manhood, his age up to this moment, have passed 
without a blemish — and he now stands confessedly the head of the 
little village in which he lives. About five-and-twenty years ago 
he married the sister of a highly respectable Roman Catholic cler- 
gyman, by whom he had a family of seven children, whom they 
educated in the principles of morality and religion, and who, until 
the Defendant's interference, were the pride of their hun^ble home^ 
nnd the charm or the consolation of its vicissitudes. In their vir- 
tuous children the rejoicing parents felt their youth renewed,— 
their age made happy: the days of labour became holidays in 
thetr smile; and if the hand of afSiction pressed on them, they 
looked on their little ones, and their mourning ended. I cannot 
paint the glorious host of feelings — the joy — the love — the hope — 
the pride — the blended paradise of rich emotions with which the 
God of Nature fills the father's heart when he beholds his child in 
mil its filial loveliness- when the vision of his infancy rises as it 
were reanimate before him, and a divine vanity exaggerates every 
trifle into some mysterious omeo^ which shall smooth his aged 



wrii^lei^ and ntke kit gntTft a momimeiit of lioii6iir ! I cannot 
describe them — ^bat^ if there be a parent on the jnry, he 'will com« 
prebend me. It is stated to me, that of all his diildren, there were 
none more likely to excite such feelings in the PIainti£f than the 
unfortunate subject of the present action— she was his fayourite 
daughter, and. she did not shame his preference. Yon shall find, 
most satisfactorily, that she was without stain or imputation-^an 
aid and a blessing to her parents, and an example to her younger 
sisters, who looked up to her for instruction. She took a pleasure . 
in assisting in the industry of their home ; and it was at a neigh* 
bouring market, where she went to dispose of the little produce of 
that industry, that she unhappily attracted the notice of the De« 
fendant. Indeed, such a situation was not without its interest — a 
young female, in the bloom of her attractions, exerting her faculties 
in a parent's service, is an object lo?ely in the eye of God, and, 
one would suppose, estimable in the eye of mankind. Far diffe* 
rent, however, were the sensations which she excited in the De* 
fendant. He saw her arrayed, as he confesses, in charms that en- 
chanted him ; — but her youth, her beauty, the smile of her inno* 
cence, and the piety of her toil, but inflamed a brutal and licen« 
tious lust, that should have blushed itself away in such a presence. 
What cared he for the consequences of his gratification ? — ^There was 

** No hoDonr, no releutiiig ruth. 

To paint the parents fondling o'er their child, 

Then shew the ruiu'd maid, and her distraction wild !** 

What thought he of the home he was to desolate ? — What thought 
he of the happiness he was to plunder ? — His sensual rapine paused 
not to contemplate the speaking picture of the cottage ruin — 
the blighted hope — the broken heart — the parent's agony — and, 
last and most withering in the wdt'ul group, the wretched victim 
herself starving on the sin of a promiscuous prostitution ; and at 
length, perhaps, with her own hand^ anticipating the more tedious 
murder of its diseases ! He need not, if 1 am instructed rightly, 
have tortured his fancy for the miserable consequences of hope 
bereft, and expectation plundered. Through no very distant vista, 
he might have seen the form of deserted loveliness we* ping over 
the worthlessness of his worldly expiation, and warning him, that 
as there were cruelties no repentance could atone, so there were 
sufferings neither wealth, nor time, nor absence could alleviate.* 
If his memory should fail him — if he should deny the picture — no 
man can tell him half so efficiently as the venerable Advocate he 
has so judiciously selected, that a case might arise, where, though 
the energy of native virtue should defy the spoliation of the per* 
son: — still crushed affection might leave an infliction on ttie mind, 
perhaps less deadly, but certainly noteless indelible. I turn from 

* Mr. Phillips here allnded to a verdict of 5000/. obtained at the late 
Gal way Assizes against the Defendant, at the suit of Mist M'ilsoo^ a very bean* 
tifal and interesting young Lady, for a breach of promise of marriage. Mr. 
Whitbstone, who now pleaded for Mr. Dillon, was Misi Wilson's Advooate 
agitaat bim on (be occaiion alluded to* 
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thif subject with an iiuitgiiation which tortarM n« kdo brevitj-^ 
I turn to the agents by which this contamination was eflfocted* 

I almost blush to name them — ^yet they were worthy of th^r 
▼ocation. They were no other than a menial servant of Mr. Dil-^ 
Ion ; and a base, abandoned profligate ruffian, a brother-in-law of 
the deroted Tictim herself, whose bestial appetites he bribed into 
subsenriency ! — It does seem as if by such a selection he was 
determined to degrade the dignity of the master while he Tiolated' 
the fine impulses of the man, by not merely associating with his 
own servant, but by diverting the purest streams of social affinity 
Into the vitiated sewer of his enjoyment. Seduced by such instru- 
ments into a low public-house at Athlone, this unhappy girl heard, 
without suspicion, their mercenary panegyric of the Defendant, 
when, to her amazement, but no doubts according to their previous 
arrangement, he entered and joined their company. I do confess 
to you, Grentlemen, when I first perused this passage in my brief, 
I flung it from me with a contemptuous incredulity. What! I 
exclaimed, as no doubt you are all ready to exclaim, can this be 
possible ? Is it thus I am to find the educated youth of Ireland 
occupied ? Is this the employment of the miserable aristocracjr 
that yet lingers in this devoted country ? — Am I to find them, not 
in the pursuit of useful science — not in the encouragement of arts 
or agriculture — not iu the relief of an impoverished tenantry — not 
in the proud march of an unsuccessful but not less sacred patriot, 
ism— not in the bright page of warlike immoitality, dashing its 
iron crown from guilty greatness, or feeding freedom's laurel with 
the plood of the despot ! but am I to find them amid drunken pan. 
ders and corrupted slaves, debauching the innocence of village life, 
and, even amid the stews of the tavern, collecting or creating the 
materials of the brothel! Gentlemen, I am still unwilling to believe 
it, and, with all the sincerity of Mr. Dillon's advocate, I do en- 
treat you to reject it altogether, if it be not substantiated by' the 
unimpeachable corroboration of an oath. As I am instructed, he 
did not, at this time, alarm his victim by any direct communication 
of his purpose; he saw that ^^ she was good as she was fair," and 
that a premature disclosure would but alarm her virtue into an 
impossibility of violation. His satellites, however, acted to admi. 
ration. They produced some trifle which he had left for her dis. 
posal — they declared he had long felt for her a sincere attachment 
— as a proof that it was pure, they urged the modesty with which, 
at a first interview, elevated above her as he was, he avoided its 
disclosure — When she pressed the madness of the expectation which 
Could alone induce her to consent to his addresses, they assured her 
that though in the first instance such an event was impossible, still 
in time it was far from being improbable — that mapy men from such 
motives forgot altogether the difference of station — that Mr, Dil- 
lon's own family had already proved every obstacle might yieid^to 
aa all-powerful passion, and induce him to make her his wife who 
had reposed an affectionate credulity on his honour ! Such wero 
the subtle artifices to which he stooped. Do noli 'm^ffj^y howevfir) 



that she yi«1dti litiiiMdiately and implicitly to their penuasioas ; 1 
should scaredy wonder if she did. Every day shews as the rich, 
the powerfnl, and the educated, bowing before the spell of ambition^ 
or avarice, or passion, to the sacrifice of their honour, their coan- 
try, amd their souls : what wonder then if a poor ignorant peasant 
girl had at once sunk before the united potency of such temptations. 
«^Bat she did not. Many and many a time the truths which fiad 
been incnlcated by her adoring parents rose up in arms — and it was 
not until rarious interviews, and repeated artifices, and uniting 
efforts, that she yielded her faith, her fame, and her fortunes, to the 
disposal of her seducer. — Alas, alas ! how little did she suppose 
that a moment was to come when, every hope denounced, and 
every expectation dashed, he was to fling her for a very subsistence 
on the charity or the crimes of the world she had renounced for 
him?-— How little did she reflect that in her humble station, 
iiiiBolled and sinless, she might look down upon the elevation to 
which vioe would raise her ! Yes, even were it a throne, I say she 
might k)ok down on it. There is not on this earth a lovelier tI- 
sion^— 4here is not for the skies a more angelic candidate than a 
yovng, modest maiden, robed in chastity ; no matter what its ha* 
IntattoH) whether it be the palace or the hut : 

" So dear to Heaveo as taiotiy Chastity, 
That when a $oul is foaud sincerely so, 
A thousand liveried angels lackey her, 
Driving far oflf each tiling of sin -and guilt, 
AuA in dear dream asrd solemn vtsioii 
Tell her of things that no gross ear can hear» 
Till oft converse with heavenly habitants. 
Begin to cast a beam on the oirtward shape. 
The anpollntod temple of the mind. 
And tum itt»y degrees to the soal's esiefBce, 
Till aU be made imniortal."— 

Sifdi is the supreme povrcr of chastity, as described by one of 
OUT divine ^ards, and the pleasure which I leel in the recitation of 
such a passage is not a Kttle enhanced, by the pride that few coun- 
f>ries move fully aflPord its exemplification than our own. Let 
fore^n envy^kcry us as it will. Chastity is the inbtikct ov 
tME IftiSH FfiMALEi-^the pride of her talents — the power of her 
lyeatfty — ^he splendour of her accomplishments are but so many 
handmaids of -this vestal virtue —it adorns her in the Court — it 
ennobles her in the cottage — Whether she basks in prosperity or 
pines in sorrtm, it clings about her like the diamond of the morn- 
ing on the mountain flowret, trembling even in the ray that at once 
exhibits and tnhales it 1 Rare in our land is the absence of this 
ipirtae. Thanks io tihe modesty that venerates — thanks to the 
manlmess that brands and avenges (ts violations. .You have seen 
%hat it was by no common temptations even this iiumble villager 
yielded to seduction. 

I «ow come, Gentlemen, to another fact in the progress of this 
tratisadion, lietraying, in my mtnd^ as base a premeditation, and 
«8 low and as driiberate axleception as I ever heard of. Whild this 
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wretched creature was in a kind of eoimteriKrfse between lier fear 
and her aflfection — struggling as well as she could between passiea 
inflamed and virtue unextinguished— Mr. Dillon, ardently avowing 
that such an erent as separation was impossible — ^ardently aTOwing 
an eternal attachnient, insisted upon perfecting an article which 
should place her abo?e the reach of contingencies. Gentlemen, 
yon shall see this document f oluntarily executed by an educated 
and estated Gentleman of your county. — I know not how yoa 
will feel, but for my part I protest I am in a suspense of admira- 
tion between the virtue of the proposal, and the magnificent pro- 
digality of the provision. Listen to the article — it is all in his 
own hand-writing : — " I promise," says he, " to give Mary Con- 
naghton the sum of ten pounds sterling per annum, when I part 
with her ; but if she, the said Mary, should at any time heresifter 
conduct herself improperly, or (mark this Gentlemen) has dene 
so before the drawing of this article j I am not bound to pay the sum 
of ten pounds, and this article becomes null and void as if the same 
was never executed. John Dillon." — ^There, Gentlemen, there is 
the notable and dignified document for you — ^take it into your 
Jury box, for I know not how to comment on it. Oh, yes, I have 
heard of ambition urging men to crime-*-I have heard of Love in* 
flaming even to madness — I have read of passion rushing over law 
and religion to enjoyment ; but never, until this, did I see frozen ava- 
rice chilling the hot pulse of sensuality and desire, and pause, before 
its brutish draught, that it might add deceit to desolation ! I need 
not tell you that having provided in the very execution of this ar« 
tide for its predetermined infringement; that knowing, as he must, 
any stipulation for the purchase of vice to be invalid by our law; 
that having in the body of this article inserted a provision agsunst 
that previous pollution which his prudent caprice might invent 
hereafter, but which his own conscience, her universal character, 
and even his own desire for her possession, all assured him did not 
exist at the time— I need oot tell you that he now urges the inva« 
lidity of that instrument— ^that he now presses that previous poIlu« 
tion — that he refuses from his splendid income the pittance of ten 
pounds to the wretch he has ruined, and spurns her from him to 
pine beneath the reproaches of a parent's mercy, or linger out a 
living death in the chamel houses of prostitution ! You see, Gen« 
flemen, to what designs like these may lead a man — I have bo 
doubt, if Mr. Dillon had given his heart fair play — had let his own 
nature gain a moment's ascendancy, he would not have acted so— 
but there is something in guilt which infatuates its votaries forward 
— ^it may begin with a promise broken, but it will end with the 
home depopulated. But there is something in a seducer of pecu- 
liar turpitude. I know of no character so vile— so detestable* 
He is the vilest of robbers, for he plunders happiness — the worst 
of murderers, for he murders innocence— his appetites are of the 
brute — ^his arts of the daemon-^ the heart of the child and the curse 
of the parent are the foundations of the altar which he rears to a 
lust, whose fires are the fires of hell; and whose incense is the 



9' 

a^^nj of virtue! I bope Mr. Dillon's advocate may prove that he 
does not deserve to rank in such a class as thin ; but if he docs, I 
hope the infatuation inseparably connected with such proceedings 
may not tempt him to deceive you through the same plea by which 
he has defrauded his miseraye dupe. 

I dare him to attempt the defamation of a character, which^ be- 
fore his cruelties, never was even suspected. Happily, Gentlemen, 
happily for herself, this wretched creature, thus cast upon the 
worlds appealed to the parental refuge she had forfeited. I need 
not describe to you the parent's anguish at the heart-rendiqg dis« 
covery. God help the poor man when misfortune comes upon 
him 1 How few are his resources! How distant hi« consolation! 
You roust not forget. Gentlemen, that it is not the unfortunate 
victim herself who appeals to you for compensation. Her crimes, 
poor wretch, have outlawed her from retribution, and, however 
the temptations by which her erring nature was seduced, may pro- 
cure an audience from the ear of mercy, the stern morality of the 
law refuses their interference. No, no^ it is the wretched parent 
who comes this day before you,-r-his aged locks withered by misfor- 
tune, and his heart broken by crimes of which he was unconscious. 
He resorts to this tribunal, in the language of the law, ciaiiqing the 
▼alue of his daughter's servitude — ^but let it not be thought that it 
is for her mere manual labours he solicits compensation. No> yoa 
are to compensate him for all he has suffered — for all he has to 
su£fer— for feelings outraged — for gratifications plundered — for ho- 
nest pride put to the blush — ^for the exiled endearments of his once 
happy home — for all those innumerable and instinctive extacies 
with which a virtuous daughter fills her father's heart, for which 
language is too poor to have a name, but of which nature is abun- 
dantly and richly eloquent ! Do not suppose I am endeavouring 
to influence you by the power of declamation. I am laying down 
to you the British Law, as liberally expounded and solemnly ad« 
judged. I speak the language of the J)nglish Lord Eldon, a Judge 
of great experience and greater learning — (Mr. Phillips here cited 
several cases as decided by Lord Eldon). — Such, Gentlemen, is the 
language of Lord Eldon. I speak also on the authority of ouf 
own Lord Avonmore—^a Judge who illuminated the Bench by his 
genius, endeared it by his suavity, and dignified it by his bold un- 
compromising probity — one of those rare men, who hid the thorns of 
law beneath the brightest flowers of literature, and, as it were, 
with the wand of an enchanter, changed a wilderness into a gar- 
den ! I speak upon that high authority—- but I speak on other au- 
thority paramount to all !-— on the authority of Nature rising up 
within ^e heart of man, and calling for vengeance upoQ such an 
outrage. God forbid that in a case of this kind, we were to grope 
our way through the ruins of antiquity, and blunder over statutes, 
and burrow through black letter, in search of aii interpretation 
which Providence has engraved in living letters on every human 
heart. Tes — if there be one amongst you, blessed with a -daugh- 
ter, the smile of whose infancy still cheers your memory, and the 
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promise of wh6$e youth illttmiiiatM your hope — who has endeared 
the toils of your manhood—- whom you look up to as the solace of 
your deeliniog years — whose embrace aHeviated the pang of sepa. 
ration-^^whose glowing welcome hailed your oft anticipated return 
•-^Oh, if there be one amongst you, to whom those recollections 
are dear, to whom those hopes a^e precious — ^let him only fancy 
that daughter torn from his caresses by a seducer'^ arts, and cast on 
the world, robbed of her innocence : — and then let him ask his 
heart '^vphat money could reprise him!** 

' The Defendant, Gentlemen, cannot complain that I put it 
thus to yon. If in place of seducing, he had assaulted this 
poor girl — ^if he had attempted by force what he has achivTed 
by fraud, his life would have been the forfeit; and yet how 
trifling' in comparison would have been the parent's agony !. He 
has no right, then, to complain, if you should estimate this 
dutrage at the price of his very existence. I am told, indeed, difs 
Gentleman entertains an opinion, prevalent enough in the age of 
feudalism, as arrogant ad it was barbarous, that the poor are 
only a species of property, to be treated according to interest or 
caprice ; and that wealth is at once a paterit for crime, and an ex* 
emption from its consequences. Happily for this land, the day of 
such opinions has passed oter it — the eye of a purer feeling and 
more profound philosophy now beholds riches but as one of the 
aids to virtue, and sees in oppressed poverty only an additional 
stimulus to increased protection. A generous heart cannot help 
feeling, that in cases of this kind, the poverty of the injured Is a 
dreadful aggravation. If the rich suffer, they have much to con- 
Sole them ; but when a poor man loses the darling of his heart — 
the solfe ple^ure with which h&tnre blessed him — ^how abject — ^how 
cureless is the deSpkir of his destitution ! Believe me. Gentlemen, 
you have not only a solemn duty to perform, but you have an 
awful responsibility imposed upon you^ You are this day, in s6me 
degree, trustees for the morality of the people — ^perhUps of the 
whole nation ; for depend upon it, if the sluices of immorality are 
once opened among the lower orders of the people, the frightful 
tide, drifting upoh its surface all that is dignified or dear, will soon 
rise even to the habitatious of the highest. I f)eel, Gentlemen, t 
bate discharged my duty— I am Sure you will do your'6. I repose 
my client witti confidence in your hands ; and most fervently do I 
hope, that when evening shall find you at your happy fire side, sur- 
rounded by the sacred circle of your children, you may not feel 
the heavy curse gnawing ai your heart, of having let loose, un. 
{innish^d, the prowler that may devour iheni. Gentlemen, we will 
now call our evidence. I Assure you I have stated this case far 
less strongly than my instructions would warrant me; biit, even 
so, I cannot avoid warning yon to take no word of mine for 
granted, and to dadde solely according to the testimony produced 
to you, 
y trdict for the Plaintiff. 



IRISH ORATORY AND ^COTCa REVIEWING, 

A LKtTER IN DEFENCE OF 

Mr. PHILLIPS'S SPEECH, 

IN 

GUTHRIE u. STERNE, 

F]iPM THE AJT4PK OF THE EDINBURGH. RJSYIEW, ' 

BY AH IRSSSMAN. 
SIR, — f- — 

J^QiiG the many short-lWed productions whieh our prolific 
press is ^ver delivering, and indeed thej are many, there is npne, 
perhaps, moce valuable or hurtful than a Review — with more life 
and ir«igbt in it than most of its periodical brethren, it falls th^ 
heirvier an the public mind, at all times highly inipressible;. its 
stamp lasts longer, its sting sinks deeper; its praise more warms^ 
it$ censure more wounds; it is every way more formidable; its 
progress should be watched : if it rids us of vermin, eats away 
rubbish, and throws around light, let it. live and flourish; if this 
food be not enough) and if, in the voraciousness of its appetite, it 
attempts to swallow up our feelings and our taste, in the name of 
Truth let it be cboaked an^ perish ! 

That pur Literary Atmosphere is pestered and polluted with 
^ome such creatures as the latter, is too notorious ; beings whp 
only liv6 oa maDg)^ Authorship, first bathing in its blood, then 
crawliqg in its carrion ; seeking iu their flight whom to devour 
.and whom to wound ; marking the wretched victim whose fame is 
to be sacrificed, whose feelings are to be gored ; and dropping their 
.▼eiM>m in the finest springs of our intelligence* Fortuna^ly, 
however^ there is a worthy class in the tribe — a class which, where 
it i^oves, it gives light, wbere it touches it adorns; a class 'wbfcJi 
iaiproYes our habits of taste, refines our habits of reason, and gives 
currency and ready value to our copimon stock of knowledge. 

In the latter of these classes I should wish to rank the formidable 
creature 1 am about to describe; unfortunately, it attaches itself 
to neither, mi^ites in the properties of both, and thus becomes a 
character amgeneri^n 

It l|angs over the highest part of our horizon i its jfiights are often 
tbo loftiest, Its falls are often the lowest ; it was born in the col4 
^^kies of tbe N^rth — it «oon became a meteor, and moved in co- 
luipns 4>/ light-r^lifee tke aurora borealis, it broke through their 
h§!h-it^\3^tilk becajme an a^ra, its light became a guide ; liketbe 
poiPs^of the North, it is healthy and long lived-*hardy, industrious, 
•u4 bold, it faces all winds« it lives in a)l storms; spented like the 
hnuivd, and visioo«d like the eagle, it is ever on the alejt-v^vi- 
^i^q/B# peuetr^tiqg) sagacious, and inveterate, its wing is si^ldom 
^e^ryi its prey is ever secure ; armed at all points, devoid pf de- 
lioicy, and earless 9f dfifeoce, its attacks are indiscriminate, its 
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defeats bw ; a host in itself, « Leyiathan in our literatnre, its 
course ii despotic, its tereer deTooring-; dazzled by its glare and 
Btlruck by it$ {ojrm, tbe smaller tribes play around, basking in its 
light and trembliug in its shadow — by its fisit they are bound; 1»y 
ltd frowns they are moyed, and on its dogmas hangs their destiny; 
cautious, cold-blooded, and calculating, it knows where to wound, 
it knows whom to shelter ; with few of the stings that belong to 
shame, and few of the pangs that belong to sorrow, and few of the 
^^ soft inheritances of sensibility," it darts along its tremendous 
course, giving light with its beam, but ruin with its blast. 

Tears ha?e added to its growth and strength — it has plumed its 
wing, and ventured on distant regions; its appetite increased — the 
stores of the North were soon exhausted — ^the sheeps-heads were 
nearly consumed*-the crops of kale were ginng way — ^famine 
threatened — it looked to the South — ^here it now feeds, and here it 
flourishes, and have it may live, till we are blinded or devoured. 

I need not point out to you the name of this creature, this 
^' monsirum horrendum^^^ &c. ; the least suspected of criticism 
among your readers will guess it : and here let me drop from the 
clouds and address it in its earthly form — this suits it better, let me 
call it by its own name — a Review. To deny its ability, talent, 
and strength of constitution, would be almost scepticism in this 
age; the Statesman, the Philosopher, the Politician, the Poet, and 
the Housekeeper, all have mingled in the creed — ^by all it is ho- 
maged, and consulted, and feared, and talked of — the fires that 
burn on its altar blaze around our very hearths— the incense of- 
fered on its shrine scents our very tables — it is our domestic guide 
— systems of cookery are neglected — ^its name is coupled with or- 
thodoxy — it is the new light that is to guide our path, the baptise 
roal font that is to purge and regenerate us. 

All this may be well — it may be necessary'for us to have a stand- 
ard by which our rights of taste and criticism sire to be regulated 
— an office in which their affairs can be administered, an oracle by 
which they can be judged — does the Edinburgh Remew combine 
the' necessary qualifications for such ? Here come in a few plun 
questions, which must first be got over. Is its ministry and its 
*^ calling" even and consistent? Are its praises and prejudices 
honest and sincere? Are its professions ^^ pure though not holy?'' 
Has it certain partialities to answer, and certain publishers to en- 
courage? Is the constitution of its pages always sound? Are 
the wise men of the North often subject to disease ? Has the warm 
climate of the South affected their liver or spleen \ Has the green- 
eyed monster erer been found ogling them ? Have the disorders 
arising from their lash been more than the cures arising from their 
correction? Has honest fame been tumbled down the height it was 
cHmbing? Has this many-handed giant stood alone upon the rock, 
and waved its blood-stained wand towards all intruders? Has 
worthy feeling been often torn by their blast, and left to bleed 
and left to perish ? Has struggling fortune been crushed and crum- 
bled by their catapulta ? Have the proud and tender daims of 
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Authorsbip been insulted and despised, and Genias left to m<tarn 
that one day might have exulted ? Has the frowning temple of their 
djmasty been only reared upon ruins, and swelled with .the spoils 
which its Deity has imiiiolated } Are the rights of our Literatdre 
fairly and impartially maintained ? Is its system of observation, 
attack, and defence legitimate? Are the . campaigns of Criticism 
fairly carried on ? 

To attenfipt answering these questions would require space, time, 
labour, and temper ; perhaps neither of us can afford these atti« 
cles ; it would be wading through a long and heavy field ; let ns 
leave it to the page of truth. 

The rights of pure criticism are narrowly bounded ; if it wanders 
beyond these it must renounce its title. We nee^ not read tke 
^jMiges of Longinus or Lord Kames to find this. The Edinburgh 
Review seems to deal less in Criticisms than in Treatises ; in the 
pl^itude of its power, it despises single combat, keeps an eye on 
its man, touches him at various angles of impingement, and wanders 
abroad to shew its own tactics.-^This is a system worthy of its 
school ; the application to mathematics is happy — its effect is cer- 
tain-— the poor unhappy victim is dragged out — ^he is first tickled 
and tormented like a mouse with a cat — ^he is let to run a certain 
distance — ^but is soon reminded of the length of his cord and his 
freedom — the ingenuity of his tormentor furnishes fresh subjects of 
titiilation— its tricks teaze, its motions frighten him — ^he trembles, 
grows weary and exhausted, and one last gulp often decides bis 
&te ; single attack then has little weight with this mighty host ; a 
cuirassed gladiator standing in his own arena, few weapons can 
touch him — to make him feel, his mail of brass must be broken. 

But, Sir, I must come to the point of this letter ; I must put yon 
in mind and memory of one of its last attacks — its Critique on Mr. 
Phillips's Speech in the case '^ Guthrie versus Sterne," in the 
Court of Common Pleas, Dublin, June 1815 ; of this Speech I 
presume you have heard — its notoriety, I hope, renders* unneces- 
sary my telling you its cause and character. 

The Review of this Speech is entitled *' Irish Oratory.^* A good 
solid tangible lump is thus formed, and an Anathema of large cali- 
bre is soon prepared ; but this is not enough — the line of battery 
must be increased. ^' Irish Oratory" was a convenient term, it 
pnt the worthy Editor in mind of other Irish things, it touched on 
a ch6rd of many sounds — ^he thinks, turns to the West, takes a 
^inch (perhaps of the Irish Blackguard) and begins most pleasantly 
remarking how sensible we are -of the Genius of Ireland and Irish-* 
men — how nicely this sensibility makes up for some of her griev- 
ances, and what a comfoi't it is to her amidst all her sorrows ; he 
then begins to calculate on the price of this genius, he fears it is 
it little too high at our market — ^he is determined to watch over its 
importation, and confine! it to home consumption ; what a generous 
seal for the public service — what a laudable effort of retrenchment 
in the present state of our finances! 

After Irish Genius comes Irish Generosity: this also he has 
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9om Ao«k<P 9iwitm^s^nce^ lie ttmh ^ ^9f^ over.^tod ia4hi« 
Coimtry ; liut he washes not to hurt Jintlanel feeiingr— be Juiovs 
tile extrevie delie^ef of the subject^^-he generoasly passes it by 
without thinkiog of either the Berlin or Milun decrees; uoforta- 
nately, he stnnbles upon two roedt mwj^ward terms^ ^^ craft" and 
^ cold blooded," and thus the beaotj and feeling of the whole pas- 
sage are entirely lost. 

After Irish Generosttjr, comes ^^ Irish Oratory*' again : here he 
seems quite at home — it was a refreshing subject — its fate had loag 
since been decided on«— he pants for a fresh attack— ^he siunmona 
up his strength and sinew — this nnfortunate Speech comes in his 
wef«-^ike a trembling Tictim U stands before him, bright in Its 
beanty, bleoiping In its youth, and warm in its ,pu1se ; this yontlt 
60illd'not.savi», that beauty could not shelter It ; he proceeds cool^y^ 
and, according to his school^ begins by nibbling at words, drags it 
on through pages of cutting and maiming, offers^ reviving draughty 
ai|d talks of ^' undoubted talents." 

Out, Sir, theseare not the battles in which Irish GeninS) Gene- 
ro#ity, «and Oratory are to perish — these are not the pages on 
^i^h they can ^Jay^this is not the field in which they are ,to 
jtojwriih they must travel to other climes and other regions — ^and 
w)|en,they find the warmth of congenial souls playaround^ here 
Ift them rest, here let them be judged, here let them shelter in peac? 
for ever. 

Of Mr. Phillips I know nothing but his speech and his country ; 
with the feeling of the one I can find myself associated ; with the 
SorrQws of the other I can feel myself a bondsman — ^both have 
beeainjiired, insulted, and attacked. This speech I pretend not to 
enlolize, its character should have saved it ; I pretend not to deny 
its faults, its beauties should have been remembered; to appreciate 
at fairly, we most consider its case and circumstances — ^the country 
'Vrhere.it was deliverecl, the hearers to whom it was addressed^ it 
bad a story oi no common griefs to tell ; a parent robbed of bus 
wife, that wife robbed of her children ; in the tissue of such a tale 
there is no mediocrity of sorrow ; it had to speak in a country 
where such griefis were at least rare ; it had to speak to those who 
have more hearts than heads ; it Was a simple story of feeling, a 
picture of real suffering ; its temperature was high-^its langoage 
belonged to passion ; It needed no process of reasoning — no ^^ lore 
of laws"-*-no logic of schools; it was a picture, to paint, not a 
drawing to delineate ; its effect belonged to the brash, not to tibe 
j^ncil ; the colouring alone gave character and body ; ju4gn»e^^ 
WAS too heavy to abound, perception too hard ; imagination was 
the principal ingredient necesssary. Here passion could play, 
and feeling could speak, and «gony could breathe out its stifling 
ifispiration ; here sorrow could shew its woands, and pity could 
4if e its balm, sympathy could lend its sigh, and grief could give 
Its energy ; the cry of the orphan might here be heard, the bosom 
of the sire might here be opened, and when all these had offered their 
tender claims, and crowded around to tell their little stories, stern 
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Justice miglit look down from her frowning throne, and gire ta 
. their tears the tribute of consolation ; and who is there amongst ns 
can resist such appeals? Who is there whose faded feelings would 
not bioom fresh in such tears ? Who is there can be deaf or cold to 
such anguish ? — Let him climb the steeps of Torneo, and find 
shelter in its caves ; let him tell his sorrows to the winds that play 
around ; let woman's hallowed form show no track upon its snows; 
let man's social image give no shadow to its soil ; let children be 
not heard, and let nature mourn. But, Sir, I will not belieTe it*- 
though our country and our age speak more of philosophy than 
feeling, yet the language of the heart must ever come home to us ; 
we must mix in its temperature ; we must listen to its sad appeal, 
and this is a story of sadness itself, a lorely wife torn from her 
home and her children — that home rendered desolate — these chil- 
dren rendered orphans — her tows Tiolated — ^her happiness wrecked 
•—these orphans robbed of that tender bosom where once their little 
sorrows could be lulled to sleep, torn from the shelter of a mother's 
care, and asking in their innocence where that mother had fled ; a 
wretched husband broken from his fondest tye — ^robbed of that 
charm which made life most dear to him — whose smiles were his 
light — whose cares were his pillow, and without whose beam his 
path was a pilgrimage; see his hollow figure wandering Ifke a hou$e- 
less mourner, wasting with hi^ woes, and smiling *^ at his griefs" 
— clinging to that yet loved home as some dear ruin — stalking 
through its piles in the desolation of hfs widowhdod, and hanging 
o'er his children in the tears of their orphanage ; see a wretched 
adulterer polluting such a home, poisoning such happiness, bursting 
the bonds of such joy, breaking the visions of such bliss, and kb« 
molating the whole on his monstrous shrine. 

Such was the picture this speech had to paint — such were its deep 
and mournful colours^ in such pictures there ever must be faults, and 
this IS not free from them — ^its colouring is in parts overcharged — its 
drapery somewhat turgid and exuberant — the images too redondant, 
ana the sentences too long; we are too long, as it were, kept 
afloat without touching ground — Its alliterations by fiir too fre- 
quent and forced — alliteration to be sweet, must be sparingly used 
— ^like manna it soon becomes luscious^ and palls our taste. 

Such, perhaps, are its only faults ; in such pictures there mast 
be ever such faults, more or less — the imagery of sorrow must ever 
be full and flowing — ^it lives but in its shroud — it only moves by 
pointing to its wounds— it only breathes by letting out iti anguish 
— It wears itself away in its own folds— it is ever turning in these 
folds to shew its bleeding corse. Bat, Sir, let us look to the beat- 
ties of this speech, and shall we not find many ? perhaps the lead- 
ing vice of Oratory, as Quintilian tells as, consists in It tendency 
to extremes : beauties and faults are closely connected by it, and 
the laws of sound taste are often offiendedy even In i^s finest fligfatai; 
before us we must expect such, but onr taste is never openly in- 
sulted— 'its faults belong to imagioation, time will prone them 
away— Its beauties are pi^-eoiinent, bat they will Ud with the 
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Otiiers — ^its fallness of body and rijpeness of colouriog shew at once 
the genuine effort of eloquence — its glow of passion is pure and 
animated — its breathings of patriotism fine apd simple-^its tempe- 
rature of feeling warm, but well judged — its blush of yirtue sacred 
and sincere; we must mingle in its soul — we must grow fresh with 
its bloom of feeling — we must grow young with its play of fan^ — 
we must share in its sorrows, and bless its pride of virtue— we must 
look to Ireland, and bless its pride of country. These are among 
its claims on us — these are among its beauties ; and while we have 
hearts to grow warm, and affections to nourish, feelings to be 
delighted, and souls to be moved, they will givoto their Author a 
monument of fame — they will give to his memory the tribute of 
our £rratitude. 

Is this then to be levelled at, beaten down, and abused by ond 
solitary voice? Is there one Demophoon to be fouud in the circle 
where all around have been warmed and refreshed f Is it to be 
tried by the laws of Logjciahs, and measured by the rod of school- 
men ? Is its fame to be blasted, and its fortune to perish under the 
lash of this cold-blooded Aristarchus ? Is its patriotism to be in- 
suited, its pride to be crashed, and its spirit to be broken ? Is its 
Author to be dashed down the height it had given him ? Is its 
coyntry to be calumniated and mingled in its fate ? 

Unhappy and ill-fated land of my home — the more beloved, the 
more thou art in sorrow — the measure of thy woes is not yet friled 
— ^the quiver of thy slanderers has still its shafts— thou art sUIl to 
be aimed at with mockery and scorn — thou art still to be mingled 
with the outcasts of thy shores — thy blood and thy tears flow on, 
they cannot save thee — their stream is as idle as the waves that 
play around — " craft" is to be added to thy crimes — crimes are to 
be added to thy misfortunes : when we think of thy virtues, we 
must look to the Indian — when we think of thy name, we must 
turn to the Moor ; these virtues must be construed by barbarism — 
that name must be construed by bondage — thy gem is still yet 
clouded — thy star is yet to sink, and never will it beam in the 
Horizon of Nations till the light of thy genius break the spell that 
hangs around thee. T. C. S. 
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, DUBLIN. 



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, IBlS. 



CHEIGHTON V, TOWNSEND. 



THIS was a special action on tlie case^ l)rought "by the Plaintiff^ 

-to recover compensation in damages for the seduction of hk 

daughter by the Defendant, per quod servilium amisU, The De^ 

fendant pleaded the general issue. The damages were laid at 

60001. It was tried before Lord Nobbury and a special Jury. 

Mr. Phillips addressed the Court and Jury, on behalf of the 
Plaintiff, in the following eloquent Speech : 

- My Lord and Crentltmen,— -I am, with my learned brethren^ 
Counsel for the Plaintiff. My friend, Mr. Curran, has told you 
the nature of the aotiom. It has^ fallen to my lot to $iaie more at 
large to yon the aggresmon by whkh it has been occasioned. 
Believe me, it is with no paltry affectation of undeivaluing my 
very humble powers, that I wish he had selected some more expe* 
rienced, ot at least less credulous advocate. I feel I cannot do my 
diity 3 I am not fit to adckess you ; I have incapacitated myself. 
I know not whether any of the calumnies which have so indus- 
triously antieipated this trial, have reached your ears } but I do 
confess they did so wound and poison mine, that to satisfy my 
doubts, I visited the house of misery and mourning, and the scene 
which set scepticism 4t rest has set description at defiance. Had 
I not yielded to those' interested misrepresentations, I might from 
my brief have sketched the fact, and from my fancy drawn the 
eonsequences $ but as it is, reality rushes before my frighted 
memory, and silences the tongue, and moeks the imagination.— 
lielieveme. Gentlemen, you are impannelled there upon no ordinary 
occasion ; nominally, indeed,* you are to repair ja private wrong, 
and it is a wrong as deadly as human wickedness can inflict, as 
human weakness jean endure j a wrong, whieh annihilates the 
hope of the parent and the happiness of the child ; which in one 
moment blights the fondest anticipations of l^e heart, and darkens 
the social bearth, and worse than depopulates the habitations of the 
happy ! But, Gentlemen, high as it is, this is far from your exclu- 
sive duty. You are to do much more. You are to say, whether an 
example of such transcendent turpitude is to stalk forth for ptiblie 
imitation—'^whether national morals are to have the law for their 
protection, or imported crime is jko £eed upon impunity $ whether 



chastity and religion are still to be permitted to linger in thU 
provincej or it is to become one loathsome den of legalized prosti* 
tution-<9-whether the sacred Tolume. of the Gospel, and the 
venerable statates of the Law^ are stBl to be respected, or flung 
into the furnace of a devouring lust, or perhaps converted into a 
pedestal, on which the mob and the military are to erect the idol of 
a drunken adoration ? Gentlemen, these are the questions you are 
to try ; hear the facts on which your dedsion must be founded. 

It is now about five-aod-lwenty years since the plaintiff, Mr. 
Creighton, commenced business as a slate merchant, in the city of 
Dublin. His vocation was humble, it is true, but it was never- 
theless honest, and though, imlfte his opponent, the heights ot 
ambition lay not before him, the path of respectability did — ^he 
approved himself a good man, and a respectable citizen. Arrived at 
the age of manhood, he sought not the gratification of its natural 
desyres by adultery or seduction. For him the home of honesty 
was sacred ; for him the poor man's child was unassailed. No 
domestic desolation mourned his enjoyment ; no anniversary of 
woe commemorated his achievements. From his own sphere of 
life naturally and honourably he selected a companion, whose 
beauty blessed his bed, and whose virtues consecrated his dwell*' 
^Bg. Eleven lovely children blessed their unioli, the darlings of 
' their heart, the ddight. of their evenings ; and, as they blmdiy 
anticipated, the prop and solace of their apjfHTOacfaing age. Oh I 
sacred wedded love ! how dear, how delightful, how £vine are 
thy enjoyments I Contentment crowns thy board $ affection -glads 
thy firende; passion, chaate but ardent, modest but intense, 
sighs o er thy couch, the atmosj^ere (^Paradise ! Surely, surely, 
if this consecrated rite can acquire frpm circumstances a factitious 
interest^ *tis when we see it cheering the poor man's home, or 
shedding over the dwelling of misfortune the light of its warm 
and lovdy ctmsolation. Unhappily, C^enilemeB, it has that interest 
here. That capricious power which ofimtii^K^&n the worthless 
hypocrite, as otten wounds the industrious and the honest. The 
late ruinous contest, having in its career confounded all the 
proportions of society, and with its last gasp sighed famine and 
misfortune on the world, has cast my industrious client, with too 
many of his companions, from competence to penury. Alas, alas ! 
to him it left the worst of its satellites behind it } it left the invader 
even of his misery, th€ seducer of his sacred and unspotted inno- 
cent. Mysterious Providence ! was it not enough that sorrow 
robed the hi^ppy home in mourning— was it not enough that dis- 
appointment preyed upon its lovely prospects — was it not enough 
that its Uttle inmates cried in vain for bread, and heard no answer 
but the poor father's sigh, and drank no sustenance but the 
wretched mother's .tears ? Was this a time for passion, lawless, 
conscienceless, licentious passion, with its eye of lust, its heart of 
stone^ its hand of rapine, to rush into the mournful sanctuary of 
misfortune, casting crime into the cup jof woe, and rob the parents 
<tf their last wealthy their child i and rob the child of her only 
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•harm, berlnndceiuSe? That this h»» been done, I am instrticte^ 
we «hall prove. What requital it deserves^ Gentlemen, you must 
{irove to mankind. 

Tbe I>efendant*8 name> I understand, is Tofvusend. He is of an 
age wben every generous blossom of tke spring should breathe an 
infant freshness roond his heart ; of a •family iduch should mspire 
iM>t only high but hereditary principle! of honour ^ of a proHession 
whose very esfienoe is a stainless chivalry, and whose bought 
and bounded duty is the protection ol^ tiie citizen. Such are the 
advantages with which he appears befoi^yoa*«-iearful advantages, 
because they repel all possible auspicion ^ tat, you will agree with 
me, most damning adversaries, if it shaH a^ear that the generous 
ardour of Ids youth was chilled, that the noble inspiration of hia 
birth was spurned, that the lofty impulse of his fretttmrn war 
despised, and tXL that could grace, or animate, or ennoble^ waa 
used to his own discredit, and his fellow creature's misery. 
• It was upon the Ist of June last, that on the banks of the 
canal, near Portobello, Lieut. Townsend first met the daughter 
of Mr. Creighton, a pretty interesting girl, scarcely 16 years oi 
age. She was aeeompanled by her little sister, only four years old, 
with whom she was permitted to take a dafly walk in that retired 
apot, the vicinity of her residence. The Defendant was attracted 
by her appearance ; he left his party, and attempted to converse 
with her ^ she repelled his advances $ he imn»ediately seised her 
infant sister by ihe hand, whom he held as ' a kind of hostage for 
an introduction to his victim. A prepossessing appearance, a mof 
desty of denortment apparently quite incompatible with any evil 
design, gradually sflenoed her siarm, and she answered the com^ 
mon-piace questions wilh ^i^ch on his wayiiome he addresaed her. 
Crentiemen, I admit it was an innooetit imprudence ;'the rigid 
rules 'Of matured morality should have rqxiled such communis 
cation ; yet, perhaps, judging even by that strict standard, you wift 
rather condemn the familiarity of the intrusion in- a designing 
adult, than the fadlity of access in a creature of her age and her 
innocence. They thus separated, as she naturally supposed, to meet 
no more. Not such, however, was the determination of her de- 
stroyer. From that hour until her ruin he scarcely ever lost sight 
of her f he followed her as a shadow, "he waylaid her in her walks, 
he interrupted her in lier -avocations, he haunted the street of her 
residence ; if she refused to meet him, he paraded before her win- 
.dow, at the hazard of exposing her first comparatively innocent 
imprudence to her unconscious parents. How happy would it have 
been had she conquered the timidity so natural to her age, and 
appealed at once to their pardon and their protection ! Gentlemen, 
this daily persecution continued for three months — ^for three suc- 
cessive months, by etery art, by every persuasion, by every appeal 
to her vanity and her passions, did he toil for the destruction of this 
unfortunate young creature. I leave you to guess liow many dur- 
ing that interval might have yielded to the bmndishments of man- 
wv, tlie fascinations of youth, the rarely resisted temptations of 



opportunity, fbr iJiree long monthi she did resist them. She 
would have reMsted them for ever> hut for an expedient which ia 
without t model-*— but for an exploit which I trust in God will be 
without an imitation.—- O yes \ he might have returned to his 
cx>untry~and did he but reflect, he womd rather have rejoiced at 
^e virtuous triumph of his victim, than' mourned his own soul- 
icdeenkig defeat — he might have returned to hk country, and tM 
^e cold-biooded libellers of Ms land> that their speculations upon 
Irish chastity were prejudiced and proofless $ that in the wreck of 
all elscywe had retained our honour—that though the national lunu« 
nary had descended for a season, the streaks of its loveliness still 
Angered on our horizon-^that the nurse of that genius which 
abroad had redeemed the name, and dignified the nature of man, 
vras to be found at home in the spirit without a stain, and the 
purity wt^out a suspicion-^«-he might have t<^d them truly, that 
this did not result, as Ihey would intimate, from the absence of 
passion, or the want of civilization — that it was the combined con* 
sequence of education, of example, and ci impulse > and thatj 
though in all the revdry of enjoymtot, the fair floweret of the 
Irish soil exhaled its fragrance, and expanded its charms, in the 
chaste and blessed beams of a virtuqus afliection, stiD it shrunk 
with an instinctive sensitiveness from the gross pollution of all 
nnconsecrated contact ! 

Gentlemen, the common artifices of the seducer failed ^ the 
ayren tones vrith which soisuality awakens appetite, and lulls 
purity, had wasted themselves in air ; and the mtended victim, 
deaf to- their fascination^, moved along safe and untransformed* 
He sooii saw> that, younfgas she was, the vulgar expedients of vice 
were ineffectual ; that the attractions of a glittering exterior 
failed ; and that, before she could be tempted to her sensu^ 
damnation, his tongue must learn, if not the wwds of wisdom> at 
^teast the spedousnc^s of affected purity. He pretended an affection 
as virtuous as. it was violent ; he called God to witness the since- 
rity of his deckurations j by all the vows which should for ever 
^ivet the honourable, and could not fiul to convince even the in- 
credulous, he promised her marriage 5 over and over again he 
invoked the eternal denunciation if he was perfidious— «to her 
acknowledged want of fortune, his constant reply was, that he had 
an independence 3 that all he wanted was beauty and virtue ; that 
he saw she had the one — that he had proved she had the other. 
When she pleaded the obvious disparity of her birth, he answered, 
that he was himself only the son of an English fanner — that 
happiness was not the monopoly of rank or riches — that his pa- 
rents would receive her as the child c^ thdr adoption— that he 
would xherish her as the charm of his existence. Specious as it 
Was, even this did not succeed; she determined to await its 
avowal to those who had given her life, and who hoped to have 
made it immaculate by the education they had bestowed, and the 
example they had aflbrded. Some days after this, he met her in her 
waJbs ; for she could not pass her parental threshold without bdaig 



iateicqiled. He adied tier where atie wat going ) — ^Sl^ taid^a 
jnendy knowing her fondness for books, had promised her the loan 
of some, and she was going to receive them. He told her he had 
abundance.^ that they were just at his house ; that he hoped# after 
what had passed, she. would feel no impropriety in acceptmg them. 
She was persuaded to accompany him. ArriTed, however, at the 
door of ms lodgings, she posidvely refused to go any farther 3 aU 
his former artinces were redoubled j he called God to witness he . 
considered her as his wife, and her (harac^er as dear to him as 
that of one of his sisters— -he affected mortification at any suspi- 
cion of his purity— he told her, if she refused her confidence to 
his honourable affection, the little infant wha accompanied her 
was an inviolable guarantee for her protection. 

Gentlemen, this wretched child did suffer her credulity fo repose 
jon his jprofessions. Her theory taught her to respect the honour 
of a sdldier) her love repelled the imputation tiiat debased its 
object 5 and her youthful innocence rendered her as incredulous 
as she was unconscious of criminality. At first his behaviour 
corresponded with his professions ; he welcomed her to the home 
of which .he hoped she would soon become the inseparable com- 

S anion y iie painted the future joys of their doqiestic felicity^ and 
welt with peculiar complacency on some heraldic ornament 
. which h«ng over his chimney-piece, and which, he said, was the 
armorial ensign of his family f Oh, my Lord, how well would it 
have been, had he but retraced the fountain of that document ; had 
he recalled to mind the virtues it rewarded, the pure ^ain qi 
honours it associated, the line of .spotless ancestry it oistinguisbed, 
the high ambition its bequest inspired, the moral imitatioa it 
imperatively commanded ! But when guilt once kindles within the 
liuman heart, all that is noble in our nature becomes parched and 
arid i the blush of modesty fades before its glare ; the sighs of 
irirtue fan its lucid flame, and every divine essence of our being ' 
but swells and exasperates its infernal conflagration. 

Gentlemen, I will not disgust this audience ; I will not debase 
myself by any description of the scene that followed > I wiU not 
detail the arts, the excitements, the promises, the pledees, with 
which deliberate lust inflamed the passions, and fini^y over* 
powered the struggles of innocence and of youth. It is too much 
to know, that tears could not appease, that misery could not affect 
—that the presence and the prayers of an infant could not awe 
him ; and that the wretched victim, between the ardomr of passion 
and the repose of k>ve, sunk at length, inflamed, exhausted, and 
confiding, heneath the heartless grasp of an unsympathising sen* 
suality. The appetite of the hour thus satiated, at a temporal, 
perhaps at an eternal hazard, he dismissed the sisters to their un* 
conscious parents, not, however, without extorting a promise, that 
on the ensuing night Miss Creighton would desert ner home for 
ever, for the arms of a fond, affectionate, and faithful husband. 
Faithful, alas ! but only to his appetites — he did seduce her from 
ihaX ^J aaoed hogie/* to deeper guu(^ to nore deliberate crueltj I 
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After a suspense camparaftiTely happr^ her pannts became -ac*- 
qttainted with her irrevocahle rftin. The miserable mother^ sup- 
ported by the mere strength of desperation, rushed half frenzied 
to the Castle, where Mr. Townsend was on duty—*' <5ivc me 
back my child !" was all she coidd articulate. The parental rain 
struck the spoiler almost speechless. The few dreadful words, **\ 
haVe your child," withered her heart up with the horrid joy that 
death denied its mercy ; that her daughter lived, but lived also 
to infamv — she could neiUher speak nor hear-— she sunk down, 
convulsed and powerless. As soon as she could recover to any 
thing of efibrt, naturally cBd she turn to the residence of Mf. 
Townsend— his orders had anticipated her— -the sentinel refused 
her entrance— she told her sad narration, she implored his pity--^- 
with the eloquence of gnef, she asked Mm, had he a home, or 
wife, or children ? ''Oh, holy Nature ! thou didst not plead in 
vain !*' even the rude soldier's heart relented. He admitted her by 
stealth, and she once more held within her arms the daiiing hope 
of many an anxious hour— duped — desolate — degraded, it was 
true— but still her child. Gentlemen, if the parental heart cannot 
suppose what followed, how little adequate am I to paint it. 
Home this wretched creature could not return ; a seducer's man- 
date and a fathers anger equally forbade it. But she gave what- 
ever consolation she was capable \ she told the fatal t&le of her 
undoing ; the hopes, the promises, the studied specious arts that 
had seduced her; and, with a desperate credulity, still watched the 
light that, glimmering in the distant vista of hef" love, mocked 
her with hope, and Was to leave her to the tempest. Tp all the 
reproaches of maternal anguish, she would still reply^ '' Oh no ; 
in the eye of Heaven he is my husband ; he took me from my 
home, my happiness, and you \ but still he pledged to me a sol- 
dier's honour ; but he assured me with a Christian's conscience ; 
for three long months I heard his vows of love ; he is honourable, 
and will not deceive 3 he is human, and cannot desert me.*' Hear, 
Gentlemen, hear, I beseech you, how this innocent confidence was 
returned. When her indignant father had resorted to Lord Forbes, 
the commander ti^ the forces, and to the noble and learned head 
of this Court, both of whom received him with a sympathy that 
did them honour, Mr. Townsend sent a brother officer to inform 
her she must quit' his residence, and take lodgings \ in vain she 
remonstrated, in vain reminded him of her former purity, and the 
promises that betrayed it. She was literally turned out at night- 
fall, to find whatever refuge the God of the shelterless might 
provide for her ! Deserted and disowned, how naturally did she 
turn to the once happy home whose inmates she had disgraced, 
and whose protection she had forfeited ! How naturally did she 
think the once familiar and once welcome avenues looked frown- 
ing as she passed ! how naturally did she linger, like a reposeless 
spectre, round the memorials of h^ living happiness ! Her heart 
failed her — where a parent's smile had ever cheered her, she could 
luK face the glance of shame^ or sorrow^ or disdain— she retumeil 



to sedt lier seducer's pity^ even, till tbe morning. Good Godf 
how can I disclose it ? The very guard had orders to refuse her 
access 5 even by the rabble soldiery^ she was cast into the street, 
amid the nights dark horrors^ the victim of her own credulity, 
the outcast of another's crime, to seal her guilty woes with suicide, 
or lead a living death amid tbe tainted sepulchres of a promis- 
cuous prostitution ! Far, far am I from sorry that it was so. 
Horrible beyond thought as is. this aggravation, I only hear in it 
the voice of the Deity in thunder upon the crime. Yes, yes^ it is 
the present God, arming the vicious agent against tbe vice, and 
terrifying from its conception by the turpitude to which it may- 
lead. But what aggravation does seduction need? Vice is its 
^sence, lust its end, hypocrisy its instrument, and innocence its 
victim. Must I detail its miseries ? Who depopulates the home 
of virtue, making the child an orphan, and the parent childless ? 
Who wrests its crutch from the tottering helplessness of piteous 
age ? Who wrings its happiness froni the heart of youth } Who 
asbocks the vision of the public eye ? Who infects your very thp- 
rough£ares with disease, disgust, obscenity and profaneness } 
Who pollutes the harmless scenes where modesty resorts for 
inirtb, and toil for recreation, with sights that stain the pnr^, and 
shock the sensitive } Are these the phrases of an interested adyo* 
cacy ? Is there one amongst you but has witnessed their verifies* 
tion ? Is there one amongst you so fortunate or seclude as not 
to have wept over the wreck of health abd youth, and loveliness, 
luid talent, the fatsd trophies of the seducer's triumph ? Some form, 
perhaps, where every grace was squandered, and every beauty 
paused to waste its bloom, and every beam- of mind, and tone of 
melody, poured their profusion upon the public wonder ; all that 
a parent's prayer eoqld ask, or lover's adoration fancy ; in whom 
«very pollution looked so lovely, that virtue would have made, her 
more wan human ! Is there an epithet too vile for such a spoiler > 
Is there a punishment too severe for such depravity ? I juiow not 
upon ndiat complaisance this English seducer may calculate from 
fL Jury of this country ; I know not, indeed, whether he may not 
think he does your wives and daughters some honour by their 
^ontamiaation. But I knpw well what a reception he would ex« 
perience from a Jury of his own eoimtry. I know that in such, 
general execration do they view this crime, they think no possible 
plea a palliation. No, not the mature age of the seduced, not }ier 
previous protracted absence from her parents, not a levity ap* 
proaching almost to absblute guilt, not an indiscretion in tha 
pother, that bore every colour of connivance ; and in this opinioii 
they have been supported by all the venerable authorities with 
whom age, integrity, and learning, have adorned the judgment 
seat. 

Gentlem^, I come armed with these authorities in the case 
of TuUidge v. Wade. My Lord, it appeared the person seduced 
was thirty years of age, and long absent from home $ y^ on a 
motion to set ^ide tka ver^ct for excessive dai^ages, what was 
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the language of Cliief Jnatke Wil]iiot> '^I Rgret,** saidb^ 
^ that £ey were not greater 3 thongh the P1amtiff*B kna did not 
amount to twenty shillings^ the Jury were tight in giving ample 
damages, because audi actkma should be encovraged for ex« 
ample*s sake/' Justice Clive wished they had given twice the 
sum, and in this opinion the whole Bokch concurred. There 
was a case where c be girl was of a mainre age, and Hiring apart 
from her parents. Here the victim is almost a chiM^ and was 
never for a moment separated from ber home. Again, in the 
case oi " Bennett against Aicott/* on a similar motion, grounded 
on the apparently overwhelming ^ct, that the mother of the 
girl had actually sent the defendant into ber dan^ter*s bed- 
chamber^ ^vhere the criminality occurred. Justice Buller de* 
dared, *' he tLought the parent's indiscretioa no excuse for tht 
defendant's culpability ;" and the verdict €i 200L damages was 
confirmed. There was a case of Utenl oomuvance — here wiH 
they have the hardihood to hint even its suspidon ? Ton all 
must remember. Gentlemen, the case of our own coontrymaii. 
Captain Gore, gainst whom, only die other day, an English 
Jury gave a ver^ct of 15001. damages, thou^ it was proved, 
that the person alleged to have been seduced was herself the se- 
ducer, going even so far as to throw gravd up at die windows 
of the Defendant ; yet Lord EUenlxmmgh refused to distnrb the 
verdict. Thus you may see I rest not on my own proofless and 
unsupported dictum ; I rely upon grave dedsions and veneraUe 
authorities ; not «mly on the indignant denunciation of tiie mor 
ment, but <m the deliberate concurrence of the enlightened and 
the dispassionate. I see my learned opponent smile. I tell lum, 
I would not care if the books were an absolute blank upon the 
subject. I would then make the htman heart my authority. I 
would appeal to die bosom oi every man ^dio hears me, whether 
gndi a crime should grow unpunished into a precedent — whether 
innocence should be' made the subject of a brutal speculation* 
What damages &ouid you give here, ^here there is nothing 
to excuse— where there is every thing to a^p-avate? Hie 
seduction was deliberate, it was three months in progress, 
its victim was almost a chfld } it was committed under the most 
alluring promises, it was folk>wed by a deed of the most dread- 
fol crudty : but, above all, it was the act of a man commis* 
sioned by his own country, and paid by diis, for the enforcement 
of the lavrs, and the preservation of sodety. No man more 
respects than 1 do, the weU-eamed reputatkni of the British 
Anny> 

<<Itisasefaool 
Where every principle tending to honoor 
Is taught— if foOowed." 

But in die name of that distinguished army, I here solemnly 
appeal against an act, v^hicb would blight its greenest laurels, 
and leave their tropldes prostrate in the dust. Let them war, 
Imtbc it not on doHMsda happincfs^ let them invade, bat be 
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tlieir cotlntry^s heartlis inviolate -, let tbem acliieyQ a triumpii 
wherever their banners fly> but be it not oyer morais> innocencCji 
and virtue. I know not by what palliation the Defendant means: 
to mitigate this enormity: — will he plead her youth ) it should, 
have beeii her protection. Will he plead her levity } I depy the 
feet 5 but even were it true^j what is it to him I What right 
has any man to speculate on the temperature of your wives axid 
your daughters^ that he may defile your bed^ or desolate your. 
habitation? Will he plead poverty ? I nfve^ knew 4 seducear^ or, 
an adulterer, that did not. What! shal^ thj: sacred seal o£ 
filial obedience, upon which the Alipiighty Parent haji affixed hia. 
eternsd fial, be violated with impunity by blasphemous and selfi^ 
libertinism 1 

Gentlemen, if the cases I have ipioted, palliated 9s they were». 
have been humanely marked by ample .damages^ he ^puld have/ 
considered that before. But is poverty an ^^use for .crime I 
Our law says, he who has not a purse to pay for it,, mu^t suffer .' 
for it in his person. It is a most wise declai*atipn ; and for my 
part, I never hear such a person plead poverty^ that my first, 
etnotion is not a thanksgiving, that Providence has denied, at ' 
least, the instrumentality of wealth to the acpomplishment of. 
his purposes. Gentlemen, I see you agree with m^e... I wnve. 
the topic, and I again tell yoii, that if what I know will ^be his 
chief defence, were true, it should avail him nothing. He had 
nd right to speculate on this wretched creature's levity, ,to ruia 
her, and still less to ruin her family. , Remember, however. 
Gentlemen, that even had this wretched child b^en indiscreet, '. 
it is not in her name we ask the reparation ; no, it is in the . 
name of the parents, her seducer has heart-broken 3 it. is. in the 
name of the poor helpless family he has desolated^ it is in the 
name of that misery whose sanctuary he has violated 5 it is in 
the name of law, vfrtue, and morality ; it is in the name of that 
country, whose fair fame foreign envy ^yill make responsible for 
this crime j^ it is in* the name of nature's dqarest, tenderest sym- 
pathies 'j it is^ in the name of all that gives your toil an object, 
and your ease ^ charm, and your age a hope, I fisk from you 
the value of the peor mans child. 



WhetT Mr. Phillips had concluded, a burst of applause pro- 
ceeded from the auditory, in which the Bar and Court warmly 
joined. 

Catherine Creighton, the Plaintiff*s daughter, was sixteen 
years of age on this 5 th of this mbnth^. she was the female 
seduced, and was the only witness examined for the prosecution. 
The Plaintiff was a slate merchant, be had lately been in em'- 
barrassed circumstances, his family consisted of nine children, 
^he Defendant was about twenty years of age, and a Lieutenant 
in the 41st Regiment^ quartered in George'i^treet barracks. 
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Ihiblin. The Witness was walking witb ber Utile sister^ of foitf 

Cift old^ on tbe baiik at the cansJ, beyond Portobello, in Jnne 
i; and, for the first time, met Lieutenant Townsend, wild 
Accosted her, and asked permission to see her home. This she 
refused, parted from him, and returned home^ she saw him 
about a week afterwards in Nassau-street ^ they saluted, but had 
110 farther communication at that time. Between this period 
and the month of August, Bliss Creighton scarcely ever went 
out witiiottt meeting and walking with the Defendant; and she 
swore, that at these interviews he constantly sfckt of maniage^ 
and expressed a determination to make her his wife. On the 
evening of Sunday, the 1st of September last, between seven 
and eight o^dock, she was gcnng to Abbey-street, in company 
with the little sister already mentioned, to borrow some books, 
she met the Defendant, who caught her hand, asked where she 
was gdng, and on being informed, said he could give her books > 
and that he wished her to see hJs apartments, which were to be 
her's, that she might ascertain whether they would answer for 
their residence when they should be married. Having satisfied 
her scruples, and induced her to place firm reliance on lus honoar^ 
he finally prevailed upon her to accompany him to his rooms in 
Oeorge*s-street barracks, where the seduction was effected. She 
returned home that night, but left it the next, at the solicitation 
of the Defendant, vnth whom she remained until the following 
Thursday, when her father, having discovered where she was 
(for he had been kept, ignorant all along of her intimacy with 
Lieutenant Townsend), applied to the commander of the forces^ 
Lord Forbes. The D^endant becoming alarAied in consequence 
of that application, at a late hour in the evening, turned her 
out into the street, and abandoned her. His apology for thus 
cruelly treating her, was, that his lawyers informed him he had 
acted wrong. When her seducer informed her of hi^ purpose^ 
she remonstrated, but in vain; in an agony of distress, she 
besought his mercy ; she reminded him that she was his victim j 
that under a promise of marriage, which she believed, he had 
seduced her from her father s house ; . and she could now only 
look to her seducer for protection. To this appeal to the 
Defendant's compassion, he replied by an oath, saying, " B^ 
J-— 8 she should continue no longer in his apartments" It was 
then past nine o'clock ; the drums had beaten > she wept bit- 
terly ; she became distracted ; she had no alternative left. 
A Captain Hill of the same regiment saw her out of the bar- 
racks, and threw a 51. npte itito her lap. She proceeded 
from George's-street to her father's bouse, but was afraid to ask 
admission j she returned again to the barracks to implore the 
Defendant's protection untu morning. She prevailed on one of 
the soldiers on guard to deliver the Defendant a message, telling 
him, she was at the gate, and praying him to shelter her for that 
night only-*-he refused her solicitation. In this extremity of 
si^bring, she prayed to the Almighty to direct her^i and she 
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jigain i^nt back to ber £ather*s house, wnere an old womotf^ 
who was preparing to go to bed, opened, the door, and let her io. 
From that period she continued to live under the protection of 
her mother. Her father had never seen her since. 

The Defendant set up a defence, in which he attempted te 
prove, that the unhappy girl had been, guilty of acts of levity pre* 
vious to her seduction ; but in this he failed, notwil^timding she 
underwent a cross-examination of at least two hours, during most 
of which time she was in tears, and excited great pity and com-" 
passion. 

Verdict f&r the Plaintiff-^'DAMAGES 7501. and Costs. 



[The unbounded license, which the ktm d^et not permits hat U taken by 
Counsel, in tbe cross-examination of Witnesses, in this country, 
is an abuse calling loudly on our Judges for reform. PUdntiflb are often 
deterred from appealing to trial liy Jury for a redress of wrongs, from 
. perhaps a very just impression, that, by going into Court, ** they should 
iMve their characters behind them."— JDtfifiii Evening Feet.} 

THE END« . 

MR. PHILLIPS'S SPEECHES, &€• 

NEW EDITIONS— PRICE SIXPENCE EACH. 

I.— Ma. PHILLIPSV ELOQUENT SPEECH on the DETHRONEMENT 
of NAPOLEON, the State of IRELANP, the Dangers of England, and 
the necessity of Immediate ParliamenUry REFORM, delivered at a Pub- 
lic Dinner given to Mr. Phillips at Liverpool, on the SIst October, 1816, 
with other Proceedings at tbe Meeting, and a Poem by him. 

IL-*Mr, PHILLIPS'S SPEECH on SEDUCTION, in Connaghtan v. Dillon, 
at Roscommon, verbatim : with *' Irish Oratory and Scotch Reviewing/' 
being a Defence by an Irishman, of Mr. PhiUI|)s's Celebrated Speech in 
Guthrie v. Sterne,'for Adultery, the celebrated eloquence of which is fully 
equalled by this new speech. 

IIL-^Mh. PHILLIPS'S celebrated SPEECH in Gutbrib ▼. Sterne, for 
Adultery. 

IV.— Mr. PHILLIPS'S LETTER to the EDINBURGH REVIEW in 
defence of tl:e above Speech; with tbe CRITIQUE from^ Edinburgk 
Review, verhatim. 

V.r-MR. PHILLIPS'S TWO SPEECHES on the Catholic Qurstion. 

VL--MR. PHILLIPS'S CHARACTER of NAPOLEON, with very inte* 
resting Additions. 

Vll.— Mr. PHILLIPS'S SPEECH st GALWAY, in O'Mullan t. M'Kor* 
KILL, for Xkfamatien, ifc. 



To prevent the substitution of incorrect Editions, Country Orders for either ot 
tbe above should expressly state <* HONE's EDITION— Pmcb SixpBHCfc;' 



NEW PUBtlCATIONS,, 
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IN 0€TAVO> PRICE SfSlfEH^GBt EACH. 



NEW ANSTEYAN POEM. 

The MINISTER and the MAYOR ; or, ST. PETER versns 
ST. PAUL1 A Poem j by the Author of " The Regent's Bomb 
QiMOTeted/' Ta tvhi^h is* annexed^ the Official Correspondence' 
on a recent |ae^lorable Occasion. 



' " I protegl, In the name of the Ahb«y Church ef St. Pfetef, 

WMtminstefy agWist slicfa a proceeding behi^^dlrawki Into precedent." 

yiie Lord Sidmomih's Vnraptmkmt* 



EXTRAORDINARY POEM. 

LINES ON THE DEATH OF Prom the 

Morning Chronicle of Monday, August 5,^ 1816, which was inr- 
•tantly bought up. 

^^* This extcaordinary Poem is ascribed to a Personage of the 

highest Poetical Talent. 



DR. BUSBY ON EDUCATION. 

IMPORTANT QUESTION : WHAT WOULD BE THE 
PROPER SYSTEM of EDUCATION for the SONS of BRI- 
TONS) a Letter written and addressed to .:the Right Hon. 
Matthbw Wood, Lord Mayor of the City of London. By 
Thomas Busby, Mus. Doc. 



ALGERINE PIRACY. 

« 

The CRUELTIES of the ALGERINE PIRATES to ENO- 
lilSH SLAVES, &c. in 1816, duly. authenticated. By Captain 
Walter Cbokbb, of H.M.S. Wizard, &c. Witji two engrared 
Scenes of the Miseries of Christian Slarery, witnessed by Captain 
Croker, at Algiers, in July, 1815. Fourth Edition. 

*^* The facts from this excellent Tract were quoted in Par- 
Bament> and led to the Service so gallantly achieved by Lord 
Exmouth. It is at this moment a pamphlet of unusual interest. 



THE SPEECH, &c: 



On Thursday, the 3l8t of October, 1816, a Dinner was 
given bj the Friends of Freedom, in Liverpool, to 
Charles PHiLLips,E8q. the celebrated Irish Barrister, 
on his passing through that town frond London to Ireland. 

The Rev. William: Shepherd took the CAofV, and, 
after several national toasts, proposed, ^< The Man whose 
early and persevering exertions were the main cause we 
can now drink the Town and Trade of Liverpool without 
a blush — Mr. Roscoe," which was drank with three 
times three and rapturous applause, and Mr. Roscoe, 
Jan. returned thanks for the honour done his fitther. 

The Chairman, in an excellent speech, emphatically 
observed — ^^ We are assembled for the purpose of paying 
our tribute of respectful esteem to resplendent talent, 
enlisted on the side of liberal principles.-— fJLotril op- 
pbmses.) And, Gentlemen," saia he,^^ permit me to re- 
mark, that in thus entering as a volunteer into the ranks of 
tlie friends of freedom, my worthy friend' is entitled to a 
higher meed of praise than may be conceded to him b^ the 
cursory view or an ordinary apprehension. Mr. Phillips 
must excuse me when I observe, that the practice of the 
law, leading the professor to tread in the narrow path 
of precedent, and also making him early conversant with 
the worst obliquities of the human character, has a direct 
tendency to contract the intellect, and to compress and 
indurate the heart. The profession of the law, too, has 
its peculiar temptations, too well calculated to lead a 
person astray from the path of political integrity. We 
all know, that Solicitor Generalships, Attorney Gene- 
ralships, and Chief Justiceships, shine with dazzling 
lustre before the eye of the aspirant, and, in many cases, 
render him blind to the perception of political truth. — 
Thickly as these temptations are sown in our own coun- 
try, they are still more thickly sown in Ireland. There 
they abound in rank and noxious luxuriance, of every 
species, and of every gradation of magni^tude, from the 
oi&ce of Police Barrister of the province, to the ermine of 
the Lord Chancellor, as displayed amidst the splendours 
of the metropolis. And believe me, Gentlemen, when^ 
to^ use the words of the poetess, 

^ Purses and maces swim before the sight/* 

it too often happens that youthful ambition is led astray, 
and that even tne ingenuous are seduced to desert tne 
ranks of the people, and to herd with the tools and mi- 
nions of power. How fondly then ought we to cherish, 
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how highly to prize, that liberalit]^ of priBeiple which 
enables the mind of my worthy mend still to excurse 
through the wide field of philosophical investigation- 
how must we admire that noble ardour which opens his 
breast to the inspiration of the Muse' (Applause) and 
which expands his heart so as to take a generous interest 
in the wetfareof the whole humvuiTBce'C Laud Applauses.) 
The Chairman concluded his Speech, by proposing — 
'f Health, Prosperity, and Happiness to Codnsbllok 
Phillips/* 

After the applause excited by this toast had subsided, 
Mr* Phillips rose, and addressed the Meeting as fol- 
lows :^ — .' 

^^ Believe me, Mr. Chairman, I feel too sensibly the 
hiffh and unmerited compliment you have paid me, to 
attempt ai^y other return than the simple expression of 
my gratitude — to be just, I must be silent; but though 
the tongue is mute, the heart is much more than eloquent. 
The kindness of friendship— the testimony of any dass, 
however humble, carries with it no trifling gratification 
—but stranger as I am, to be so distinguished in this 
great town, whose wealth is its least recommendation — 
the emporium of commerce, liberality, and public spirit 
— the birth-place of talent — the residence of integrity— 
the field where freedom seems to have rallied the last 
allies of her cause, as if, with the noble consciousness 
that though patriotism could not wreathe the laurel 
round her brow, genius should at least raise it oyer her 
ashes— 'to be so distinguished, Sir, and in such a place, 
does, I confess, inspire me with a vanity which even a 
sense of my unimportance cannot entirely silence. Indeed, 
Sir, the ministerial critics of Liverpool were right. I 
have no claim to this enthusiastic welcome. But I can- 
not look upon this testimonial, so much a tribute to 
ipyself, as an omen to that country with whose fortunes 
the dearest sympathies of my soul are intertwined. Oh ! 
es, I do foresee when she shall hear with what courtesy 
er most pretentionless advocate has been treated, how 
the same wind that wafts her the intelligence, will re- 
vive that flame within her, which the blood ot ages has 
not been able to extinguish. It may be a delusive hope, 
hut I am glad to grasp at any phantom that flits across 
the solitude of that country^s desolation. On this sub-^ 
ject you can scarcely be ignorant, for you have an Irish- 
man resident amonffst yoii, whom I am proud to call my 
friend-^whose fidelity to Ireland no absence can diminish 
: — who has at once the honesty to be candid, and the 
talent to be conviucing. I need scarcely say I allude to 
Mr* Casey — ^I knew, Sir, the status was too striking ta 
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veauir^ a name upon the pedestal. Alas! Ireland has 
little now to console her, except the consciousness of 
having produced such men. It would be a treasonable 
adulation in me to deceive jou. Six centuries bf base 
inisgovernment — of causeless, ruthless, and ungrateful 
persecution, have now reduced that country to a crisis, 
at which, I know not whether the friend of humanity has 
Biost cause to grieve, or to r^oice; because I am not 
sure that (he same feeling which prompts the tear at 
human sufferings^ ought not to triumph in that increased 
infliction which may at length tire them out of endur- 
ance. I trust in God a change of system may in time 
Snticipate the results of desperation; but you may quite 
epend on it, a period is ap|)ro£^ching when, if penalty 
does not pause in the pursuit, patience will turn sjiort 
pn the pursuer. Can you wonder at it? — Contemplate 
iirelaijia during any given period of England's rule, a^d 
what a picture does she exhibit ! — ^Behold her created in 
. ^11 the prodigality of nature — with a soil that anticipates 
the husbandman's desires — ^with harbours courting th« 
commerce of the world — with rivers capable of the most 
effective navigation — with the ore of every metal strug- 
gling through her surface — with a people, brave, gener- 
ous, and intellectual, literally forcing their way through 
the disabilities of their own country, into the highest 
stations of every other; and well rewarding the policy 
^hat promotes tfaeni, by achievements the most heroic, 
and allegiance without a blemish. Now have the suc- 
cessive governments of England demeaned themselves to 
a nation, offering such an accumulation of moral and 
political advantages! — See it in the state of Ireland at 
this instant — in the universal bankruptcy that over- 
whelms her — in the loss of Tier trade — ^in the annihila- 
tion of her manufactures — in the deluge of her debt — in 
the divisions of her people — in all the loathsome opera- 
tions of an odious, monopolizing, hypocritical fanaticism 
on the one hand, wrestling with the untiring but natural 
reprisals of an irritated population on the other ! h, re- 
quired no common ingenuity to reduce such a country to 
such a situation. But it has been done — man has con- 
quered the benificence of the Deity — his harpy touch has 
changed the viands to corruption, and that land, which 
you might have possessed in health, and wealth, and vi« 
«^our, to support you in your hour of need, now writhes 
in the agonies of death, unable even to lift the shroud 
with which famine and fatuity try to encumbei^her con- 
vulsions ! This is what I see a pensioned press denomi- 
nates tranquillity! — Oh! woe to the land threatened with 
such tranquillity ! — solitudimm faciunt^ pacem appdlant-^^ 



it' i» not yet the tranquillity of solitude — it is not 
yet the tranquillity of death — ^but if you would know 
what it is, go forth in the silence of creation — ^when 
every wind is hushed, and every echo mute, and all na- 
ture seems to listen in dumb, and terrified, and breath- 
less expectation — go forth in such an hour, and see the 
terrible tranquillity by which you are surrounded ! How 
could it be otherwise — when for ages upon ages, inven- 
tion has fatigued itself with expedients for irritation — • 
^hen, as I have read with horror in the progress of my 
legal studies, the homicide. of a ^^ Traer^ Irishman** was 
considered justifiable; and, when his ignorance was the 
origin of all his crimes, his education was prohibited by 
Act of Parliament ! — when the people were worm-eaten 
by the odious vermin which a Churcn and State adultery 
bad spawned — when a bad heart and brainless head were 
the fangs by which every foreign adventurer and do- 
mestic traitor fastened upon office — when the property 
of the native was but an invitation to plunder, and his 
non-acquiescence the signal for confiscation — ^when reli- 
gion itself was made the odious pretence for every perse^ 
cution, and the fires of hell were alternately lighted 
with the cross, and quenched in the blood of its defence* 
less followers! I speak of times that are passed : but 
can their recollections— <!an their consequences be so 
readily eradicated ? Why, however, should I refer to 
periods that are distant ? Behold, at this instant, five ^ 
millions of her people disqualified on account of their 
, faith — and that by a country professing freedom ! and 
that under a Government calling itself Christian ! — 
You (when I say you, of course I mean, not the high- 
minded people of England, but the men who misgovern 
us both) seem to have taken out a roving commission in 
search of grievances abroad, whilst you overlook the . 
calamities at your own door, and of your own infliction. 
You traverse the ocean to emancipate the African — you 
cross the line to convert the Hindoo— r-you hurl your 
thunder against the savage Algerine — but 'your own 
lirethren at home, who speak the same tongue, acknow- 
ledge the same King, ana kneel to the same God, cannot 
^et one visit from i/our itinerant humanity!. Oh ! such a 
system is almost too abominable for a name — it is a mon- 
ster of impiety, impolicy, ingratitude, and injustice!—' 
The Pagan nations of antiquity scarcely acted on such' 
barbarous principles^ Look to ancient Rome, with her 
sword in one hand anU her constitution in the other, 
healing the injuries of conquest with the embrace of bro- 
therhood, and wisely converting the captive into the 
citisien. liook to b^r great eneniy, the glorious Cartha^ . 



ginian9.at ihe foot of the Alps, rang;ing his prisoner! 
round him, and by the politic option of captivity or arms, 
recruiting his legions with the very men whom he had 
literally conquered into gratitade ! They laid their 
foundations deep in the human heart, and their succesi 
was proportionate to their policy. You complain of the 
Tiolence of the Irish Catholic — can you wonder he is 
violent f. It is the consequence of your own infliction — 

** The flesh will quiver where the pincers tear, 
^ The blood will follow where the knife is driven/* 

Your friendship has been to him worse than hostility 
feels its emorace but by the pressure of his fetters ! 
I am only amazed he is not much more violent. He fills 
your exchequer, he fights your battles, he feeds your 
clergy, from whom he derives no benefit, he shares your 
burdens, he shares your perils, he shares every thing, 
except your privileges — can you wonder he is violent ? 
No matter what his merit, no matter what hi& claims, no 
matter what his services ; he sees ^himself a nominal 
subject and^a real slave; and his children the heirs, 
perhaps of his toils, perhaps of his talents; certainly 
of his disqualifications i-—can you wonder he is violent ! 
He sees every pretendM obstacle to his emancipation 
vanished — ^Catholic Europe your ally, the Bourbon on 
the throne, the Emperor a captive, the Pope a friend ; 
the aspersions oif his faith disproved by his allegiance to 
you against, alternately, every Catholic Potentate in 
Christendom, and he feels himself branded with heredi- 
tary degradation — can you wonder^ then^ that he is violent 9 
He petitioned humbly — his tameness was construed into 
a proof of apathy. He petitioQed boldly — his remon- 
strance was considered as an impudent audacity. He 
petitioned in peace — ^he was told it was not the time. He 
petitioned in war-^he was told it was not the tirne. A 
strange interval — a prodigy in politi'cs, a pause be- 
tween peace and war, which appeared to be just made 
for him, arose — I allude to the period between the re- 
treat of Louis and the restoration of Bonaparte — he peti- 
tioned then, and he was told it yf^&not the time. Ob, 
shame! shame! shame! I hope he will petition no more a 
Parliament so equivocating. However,! am not sorry they 
did so equivocate, because, I think^ they have suggested 
one c<mmon remedy for the grievances of both countriep^ 
and that remedy is, a Reform of that Parliament. 
Without that, 1 plainly see, there is no hope for Ireland 
—there is no salvation for England ; they will act to- 
wards you a9 they have done towards us — they will ad- 
mit your reasoning — they will admire your eloquence^^ 



and tbcy will prove their ^iincerity by z strict persip- 
verance in the impolicy you have exposed) znd the pro* 
^igacy you have deprecated. Look to England at thi^ 
moment. To what a state have they not reduced her I 
Over this vast island, for whose weaith the winds of 
Heaven seemed to blow, covered as she once was with the 
gorgeous mantle of successful agriculture, all studded 
over with the gems of art and manufacture, there id now 
scarce an object but industry in rags, and patienee in de«- 
spair — the merchant without a ledger^-^he fields without 
a harvest — the shops without a customer — ^the Excba»ge 
deserted, and the Qazette crowded, form the heart-rend- 
ing comments on that nefarious system^ in support of 
which, peers and contractors, stock-jobbers andsinecu- 
rists, in short, the whole trained, collared, pampered, 
and rapacious pack of ministerial beagles, have been, 
for half a century, in the most clamorous and discordant 
uproar ! During all this misery how are the pilots of 
the state employed ? Why, in feeding the bloated 
mammoth of sinecure — in weighing the farthings of some 
underling's salary — in preparing Ireland for a garrison, 
and England for a poor-house — in the structure of 
Chinese palaces, the decoration of dragoons, and the 
erection of public buildings ! Oh ! it^s easily seen we have a 
''saint'' in the Exchequer; hebas studied scripture to some 
purpose — ^tbe famishing people cry out for oreadj and the 
scriptural Minister gives them stones ! Such has been the 
result of the blessea Pitt system, which, amidst oceans of 
blood, and eight hundred millions expenditure, has left 
you, after all your victoriesi, a triumphant dupe-^a tro- 
phied bankrupt ! I have beard before of States ruined, by 
the visitations of Providence, devastated by famine^ 
wasted by fire, overcome by enemies; but never until now 
did I see a State, like England^ impoverished by her spoils 
and conquered by her successes ! She has fought the nght 
of Europe— she has purchased all its coinabte blood — she 
has subsidized all its dependencies in their own cause- 
she has conquered by sea— she has conquered by land--^ 
she has got peace, and pf course, or the Pitt apostles 
would not have made peace, she has got her ^' indemnity 
for the past, and security for the future;^' — ^and here she 
is, afier all her vanify and all her victories, surrounded 
hy desolation, like one of the pyramids of Elgypt, amid 
tne grandeur of the desert, full of magnifioence and death 
— at once a trophy and a tomb! The heart of any re- 
flecting man must burn within him when he thinks that 
the war, thus sanguinary in its operations, thus confesse 
edly ruinous in its expenditure, was even stlU morf^ 
odious iu its principle. It was a war avowedly under* 



takeii for the purpose of foi-cing France out of her un- 
doubted right of choosing her own monarch; a wnr 
ivhich uprooted the very foundations of the English 
Constitution — which libelled the most glorious era in 
our national annals — which declared tyranny eternal, 

?fnd announced to the people, amid the thunder of artil-* 
ery, that, no matter how aggrieved, their only allowable 
attitude was that of supplication — which, when it told 
the French reformer of 1793 that his defeat was just, told 
the British reformer of 1688 his triumph was treason^ 
dnd exhibited to history the terrific farce of a Prince of 
the House of Brunswick, the creature of the revolution, 

OFFERING AN HUMAN HECATOMB UPON THE GRAVE 

OF James the Second! — What else have you. done? 
You have succeeded, indeed, in dethroning Napoleon, 
aad you have dethroned a monarch, who, with all his 
imputed crimes and vices, shed a splendour around roy- 
alty, too powerful for the feeble vision of legitimacy even 
to bear. He had manjy^ faults-^l do not seek to palliate 
them. He deserted his principles — I rejoice that he has 
suffered. But still let us be generous even in our en« 
ibities. How grand was his march ! How magnificent 
his destiny ! Say what we will, Sir, he will be the land- 
mark of our times in the eye of posterity. The goal of 
other men's speed was his starting post — crowns Were 
fais play-things — thrones his footstool — he strode from 
victory to victory— lii^ path was ^^ a plane of continued 
elevations.'* Surpassing the boast of the too confident 
Roman, he but stamped upon the earth, and not only 
armed men, but states and dynasties, and arts and sci- 
ences, all that mind could imagine, or iifdustry produce, 
Started up, the creation of enchantment. He is talien-^ 
as the late Mr. Whitbread said, ^' you made him, and he 
unmade himself," — ^his, own ambition was his glorious 
conqueror. He attempted, with a sublime audacity, to 
grasp the fires.of heaven, and his heathen retribution has 
been the vulture and the rock 1 I do not ask what you 
have gained by it, because in place of gaining any thing, 
you are infinitely worde than when you commenced the 
contest: but what have you done for Europe? what 
have you achieved for man? Have morals been ame- 
liorated? Has liberty been strengthened ^ has anyone 
improvement in politics or philosophy been produced? 
Let us see how. You have restored to Portugal a 
prince of whom we know nothing, except that whea 
his dominions were invaded, his people distracted, hi$ 
crown in danger, and all that could interest the high- 
est energies of man at issue, he left his cause to be 
ipombaied by foreign- bayonets, and fied with a dastard 
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preieipitation to t)ie ehameful security of a ^'steni I|(n 
piispbere ! You have restored to Sptnin a wretch of ev«0: 
worse than proverbial prinoejy ingratitude; who filled 
bis dungeons, and fed his rack, with the heroic remnant 
that had braved war, and famine,, and mai^sacre b^neatii 
his bnnners ; who rewarded patriotitim with th^ prison-*— 
fidelity with the torture-*<*heroism with the scaifold — and 

Siety with the inquisition ; whose royalty was publi^b^ 
J the signature of his death-warrants, and whose reli- 
fion evaporated m the embroidering of peilicoiUs for thei 
lessed Vir^nJ You have forced upon France a family. 
to whoan misfortune could not >t each roercj^^ or experience^ 
wisdom; vindictive in prosperity^-«-servile in defeat*^ 
timid in ,the field — vaccUiating in the cabinet— •^uspicioa 
emon^t themselves*-*<disoonlent amongst their followeri 
•—-their mempries tenacious but of the punishnteots they 
bad provoked, their piety active but in subaerviency Uk 
fheir priesthood, and their power passive but in the sub* 
jugation of their people ! Such are the dynasijes jrou 
nave conferred on fkirope. In the very act, that of eMr 
throning three individuals of the same family, you ba:V4i 
committed in politics a capital error; but Providence hftS 
countermined the. ruin you were preparing, and whilst 
their impolicy prevents the chance, their impoteney pee- 
fJudes the danger of a coalition^ As to the rest of 
Burope, how has it been ameliorated? what solitary be<^ 
nefit have the '' deliverers'* conferred? They hjive dar* 
titioned the States of the feeble to feed the rapacity of the 
jpow^erful ; and nfter having alternaf^lv adored and .de« 
serted Napoleon, they Jiave wreaked their vengeance qq 
the noble but ujafiortunate fidelity that apurned their ex* 
ample I Do you want proofs ? — look to Saxony-r-look to 
Genoa — look to Norway — but, above all, to Poland I 
That speaking monument of regal murder and legitinult^ 
robbery : — 

Ob 1 bloodied pictqrc in the book cf titne— 
Sarmatia fell:— uawept— Without a chmd 

Here was an opportunity to recompence that brave, he* 
roic, generous, martyred, and devoted people— here was 
an opportunity to con\ince JacoblniKni that crowns and 
cjrimes were not, of course, co-escistent, and that the high^ 
way rapacity of one generation might be atoned by tjbo 
penitential retribution of another! — Look to Italy: par*' 
icelled out to temporizing Anstria-r-the land of the muse, 
the historian, and the hero— the scene of every classic 
recollection — the sacred fane of antiquity, where, the 
genius of the world weeps and worshipjs, and the apirita 
of the pi|$t start into life at the inspiring pilgrimage (9^ 
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to»le kinged Roioofe. (tremendous epplmse,) Von do 
^rOurBelVds hotldur by this nobk, this natural entbusiaini. 
liOAg mtty you enjoy the pleasure of possessing, never 
-can you loose the pride of having produced the SduoLAR, 
'Without pedantry— «-the Patj^iot,' without reproach — the 
CaaiSTtAN, without; superstition — the Man,- without 
blt^mish. It IS a subject I could dwell on with delight 
f<yr ever. How (OiinfiiK our transition to the disgusting 
f^th of the deliverers! Look to Prussia, after fruitless 
toil and wreathl ess triumphs, nrocked v^ith the promise of 
^ vtsidnary constitution. Look to France^ chained an^ 
piufidered, Weeping over the tomb of her hopes and her 
-imroes. Look to England, eaten by the cancer of an in- 
'curabte debt-^— exhausted by poor rates — supporting ii 
t!iVil list of near a million and a half, annual amount-^ 
guarded by a standing arniiy of 140,000 men, misrepresen- 
ted by a Hous6 of Commons, ninety of whose Members in 
rptaces and pensions, derive 000,000/. in yearly emoluments 
<tVdm the Minister — ^mocked with a military peace, and 
gift with the fortifications of a war establishment ! Shades 
•of heroic millions!— these arfe thy achievements! Mon- 
'te^TElt 61^ LtoiiriMAOY! — ^this is thy consummation!!! 
Thb p^st is- out of our power : it is high time to proritfe 
agaitist the future. Retrenchment and reform are now- 
•b^ome not only expedient for our prosperity, but neces- 
^ai'y to our very ejtistence. Can any man of sense say 
th^ the present system should continue ? What ! When 
WJir and pedce have alternatelv thrown every family 
•iii the empire into mourning and poverty, shall the fat- 
tened tax-gatherer extort the starving manufacturer's 
lust shilling, to , swell the unmerited and enormons , 
rtiMfi&uris of some wealthy pauper ? Shall a Borough- 
'fiDyyngering faction convert what is misnamed the national 
ih^presentation, into a mere instrument for raising the 
• igVlpplies which are to ^rge its own venality I Shall the 
mock dignitaries of Wbiggism and Toryism, lead their 
hfii^y retainers to con^st the profits of an alternate 
a&fceadancy over the prostrate interests of a too generous 
|^6ople? These are questions which I blush to ask — 
i^hich I shudder to think must be either answered by the 
-P^iament or the people. Let our rulers prudently 
avert the interrogation. We live in times when th(^ 
slightest remonstrance should command attention— wheh 
the minutest speck that merely dots the edge of the po- 
' litical horizon, may be the car of the approaching spirit 
of the storm ! Oh ! they are times whose omen no fan- 
cied security can avert; times of the most 6wf(il and 
pottentou^ admonifion. Establishments the most solid, 
thrones ^ke 4r.0Bt ancieat^ coa|itioiifl the most powerful^ 
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Aave crumbled before our ey«6, and the creature of -m 
moment, robed and crowned, and sceptred, raised bi» 
fairy creation on their ruinsi The warning, has been 
given; may it not have* been givei^ in vain! 

I feel, Sir, that the roagniliide of the topics I have 
touched, and the imminency of the perils, which seem to 
surround us, have led me far beyond the limits of a con- 
'Vivial meeting. I see I have my apology in your indul* 
gence. But I cannot prevail on myself to trespass fbr* 
ttier. Accept again^ Gentlemen, my most grateful acr 
knowledgment9. Never, never can I forget this days 
in private life, it shall be the companion olmy^ solitude ; 
^na, if in the caprices of that fortune which will at timed 
..d^'grade the high and dignify the humble, I should be 
hereafter called to any station of responsibility, I think I 
i»ay at least fearlessly promise the friends who thus crowd 
(Sround roe, that no act of mine shall ever raise a blush at 
the recollection of their early encouragement. I hope, 
however, the benefit of this day will not be confined to the 
Jumble individual you have so honoured ; I hop^ it will 
cheer on the young aspirants after virtuous fame in bofli 
our countries, by proving to them, that, however, for 
the momelnt, envy, or ignorance, or corrnption, may 
(?i[spreciate them, there is a reward in store for the man 
who thinks with integrity and ac(s with decision. — Gen- 
tlemen, you will add to the obligations you have already 
conferred, by delegating to me the honour of proposing 
to you the health of a. man, whose virtues adorn, and 
,who8e talents powerflilly advocate, our cause — I mean 
the health of your Mortliy Chairman.'* 

It would be impossible to convey an adequate idea of 
the fiipcinating effect produced by the admirable speech of 
Mr. Phillips^ in which all the graces of action and deli- 
very were combined with the most beautiful imagery. 
The meeting became alternately silent in astonishment, 
^nd rapturous in admiration. 

The loasts and^entiment^ were numerous and approi* 
priate. 

. Mr. CiiiSEY, the Vice* President ^ on his health being 
* ilrank with three times three, commenced an able speech 
by bearing testimony to the propriety of the tribute 
offered by Mr. Phillips to Mr. Roscoe; and the worthy 
Vice-President, in remarking on the state of the sister 
Kingdom, paid, ^ You have proffered an immense arn>y 
'the pei^ce-offering to Ireland! An, a subject of Britain, 
vodr dominion covers me with shame — and gs an Irish- 
ma;*,' it drives me to madness. This country has been 
led into these tremendous sacrifi<;es fcy a wicked as well 
as a mistaken policy, a^d they have been induced to 
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tontiDue thein^ by the hollow^ asgurances, that, when 
peace arrived, your coantry would teem with abundance 
«*— you would then have ample leisure to renovate your 
institutions! Of late the cant of the Minister has beea 
the necessary splendour of the Crown; but preferrin]^ 
honour before splendour, and country to every thing, I 
hope the nation will call upon the Regent to shame hia 
* Ministers into submission, for he cannot shame them 
into any thing else, by a noble sacrifice to the public 
distresses. Possessing an atom of sensibility, were he 
acquainted with a tithe of the public sufierings and pri« 
Tations, he would rather pawn his Grown than ask his^ 
country for another shilling. Let the Regent tell his 
Ministers, and do you tell the Regent, that what is kept 
of the public iponey, must be kept for exigence and not 
for show. Approach him with manliness, but with the 
deferential regard that is due from an enlightened and 
pplished nation to the first Magistrate of a free people — 
tell him that whatever his hollow advisers may say of the 
necessary splendour of the Crown, or the glittering en-, 
signs and trappings of royalty, pity on the' part of the 
Prince, for the sufferings of his people, is the brightest 
jewel that ever gleamed in the imperial diadem. From 
his servants I look for nothing — they are the slaves of 
power — they are the slaves of their own base desires — 
t^y will not — they dare not, admonish their master of 
the wretched condition of his subjects ; for the pleasures 
of the Court, or the superb follies of the Pavilion, must 
not be interrupted by the low and vulgar cry of want and 
misery. They are the Ministers of the Court, not of the 
nation — ^they are every thing to the Court, and nothing 
to the country — ^they would pander even to a *^ sick epi* 
cure's dream ^ '*. — they would rather tear from the couri* 
try its vitals, than strip the Prince of a feather! But 
the country is rousefi, and the cause of Reform traverses 
your vast empire, with a tranquil, steady, and majestic 
port^ The bright volume of the British Constitution is 
opened by the people to their Prince. He will there see 
that the prosperity and independence of the people form 
his sole title to the Crown — that his family are sworn 
to consult and maintain them — ^he will there find 0, lessdn 
full of wisdom and humility, for he will there find that it 
is not Che power, but the necessities of the Crown, that 
constitute the liberties of the cquntry :— these are the 

•"Sick BpicuFc's Dream."— Qtioted fVom «« Lines on the Death 
«f — . " A Poem in every way extraordinary t attributed to a pi^r- 
<aonage of the highest poetical talent. It first appeared in the Morning 
Chronicle of August 5,-which was instantly bought up, and is reprintj(e3 
in octavo % W. Hone^ price (Sd, *' ' 
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trutlis which loa^ everjr tme of ybair sf^tote lioolk wi(b 
conviction — these are uie lights which blaie qpon .ibe 
protidest pages of your history. iTake from the t)rl)wii 
its ^epenaence on the country, and jou seal the insJtni- 
nient of vour own captiYity — eveh life itself would be Ibut 
an act or toleration, tt I kqow jou, it is not with such a 
life you will be satisfied — you will not be^ satisfied ,wift 
the uncertainty of a Turkish or Algerine existence ; 
but eVen this harsh and hard condition of eternal trjal, ib 
a state of endless bondage, would not glut the rapacious 
cravines of the Minister— you could not meet the demands 
^f the Chancellor of the Exchequer,, were jou^ Kke siTk- 
worms, to spin your bowels out fojr him, it is the , taxa-* 
tion, the ignorant taxation of (he Government, that Has 
done the mischief; and it is the imjpatience, the enlight- 
ened impatience of tlie nation that must cure it. 1 trust 
that the cry oflELsFoaM and inexorable llBTaENCBMENT 
will ring from one extremity of the empire to the other, 
until it stuns and confounds every officer in the state, 
from the pavilion to the poor-house. At present, cer- 
tainly,, the country a|)p^ars to sustain its engagements : 
but is there an idi6t in the land ignorant of this plain and 
intelligible fact, that it is purely a question of compara- 
tive quantity beti<^een the nation and its debt^ between 
the power of the country and the pressure of its obljga- 
tiovl^. Why are taxes, the duration of which was limited 
by Act of l^arliament, indefinitely perpetuated ? l^or the 
ease of the "Minister ^ certainly not ifor the ease of tlie 
country— to uphold by an unreduced expenditure ihfi 
ilnconstitutional power of the€rown-:-thart j)Ower wliicli 
has beaten down the rights, and desolated nie resources, 
of the country. ^ , . 

Mr. Caset directed the attention of tihe meeting io t^e 
conduct of the slaves of Belfast, ))ut said he saw a re- 
deeming spirit rising in the other extremity of ihe ^^ emer- 
ald isle." Lim^ick was about to unborou^h a placeman, 
the habitual slave of the Minister, to tnake room tor an 
upright, an enlightened, and unassuming citizen of her 
own; and Limerick should be called the star of the 
south.. He said a stranger would suppose ihat Beliast 
was peopled with Indian jugglers^ tor if Lord Ca^tle- 
reagh would -go down, they could swallow any thing I 
tie proposed ** Health and victory to the independent 
Citizens of Limerick,^' which was drank witli enthusiasm. 
The health of Ihe Lord Mato'R of LaKOKnr wa» 
drairk, amongst the other worthies remeiUb^re'd ^ (hia 
Reefing 0f excellent spirits, who p^pldirrgi^d the tt^ttvi- 
ties of thq; evening to a Is&t^ Wur. 
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ifticasitnui by tkfi, J^het^^n of Mr. ^6«^ Mageb from un JbfprisaiH'' 
ment of Two Years and half 9 eo^nunce^ when he had ieareefy 

attained the a^e ofJUanhoodp 

BY CHARLES PHILUPS, ESQ. 

^* A datatleu soul erect, who' smiled on Deith«*^-»TB0)|80V» 
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ImBLKn^p I— If ms^^ of Irclan^^ np^ W^]^% 
Untaiiited bjr corruption or bj chains, 
Wake f^Qm thjr tr^nc^ of sorrow, apd be|io}4 
Another ^rt^r yi thj pa^e enrolled ! 
Lo t th|._jrpun^ 9^I|t^Y^'s iron ^oois unfold^ 

And he 19 f]^e^ ! 
A blander 9plrii> in ^ liefiTt moxe |^Q|d, 
Breathes not th^ l>l!^^^ ^T 6f Libert^^ 

Friend ! let the despol frown— the slare deride— 
Mine was almost the solitary pri|de, 
'Mi4 the ^%t\ horror of thy dungeon honrs, 
To intertwine its chain with Friendship's flowers ! 
'J was )>liss %p me t)(e stricken d^r.tp tend, 
And prate In angvish, as in joy, a ixm^ 
y^t.oft n?y Country, whop I marked the^kn, 
Which ppurM a radiance rpnnd that dismal aceiie, 
Heard from his tongue the patriot torrents roll—- 
|5^w his bright eye, the meteor of his 6onl<— 
Saw his young heart resign, without a sigh, 
4a ypptVs day-dreiffiis for Ipne c|ij^iY|ty«i9 
And saw^ while otb^r? tiad the tpar— the ^o^|i(^ 
Himself, the sad sole sufferer, he forgot. 
This spirit bent, sweet land, before i\fvphxix^i^ 
In joy, that such a relic atill was thine ; 
A relic giyen :Despair'8 fixed qre to raise, 
And tutn our pil|pim Isle to happier-^holier days 
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Friend of mj yeuib ! the triftl ^cene is o'ef — ^' 
Again Creation's glories cheer thine eft ; 
' The cell's dark horrors shall return no more^ 
Nor shall the mourning Felon's midnight sigh ; 

Th' eternal chain — the hope-forbidding door^ * 

Or the poor Conyict's execution cry, 

Again compose thy dreadful lullaby ! 

What ! though of all the insect summer train 

To cheer thy fallen fortunes none remain«T-> 

What ! though, juat Heaven ! thou le'a?'st thy prison throne^ 

Denounced \ bereft ! abandoned ! and alone i 

Still shalt thou shine, in Freedom's fane enrolled, 

Wreath'd with her amaranth— a Name of Gold ! 

Still will thy G>untry, lingering o'er that name, 

Tear it with tears from many a page of shame ! 

And while her sights and blush by turns disclose 

"The mingled grief and glory of thy woes, 

Oft will she bless thee, blighted in thy bloom, 

* * 

A primrose, withering on her wintry tomb ! 
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BLAKE V. WILKINS. 



Jlhis caase, which had excited the most'miiversal interest, came 
oo to be tried at Galway, before the Honourable Baron Smith 
and a Special Jury. Every avenue of the Court-House was crowded 
at an early hour, and long before the trial it was impossible to 
procure a seat. 

The plaintiff is a Lieutenant in the navy, not above 30 years 
of age. The defendant is at least 65, and is the widow of th6 
Staff-Physician in whose arms General Wolfe died at the siege of* 
Quebec. 

The plaintiff's case having been gone through, Mr. Phillies 
addressed the Jury on the part of Mrs. Wilkins, in pretty nearly 
the following terms : — 

** May it plbasb youh Lokdship — 

'* The plaintiff's counsel tell me. Gentlemen, most unexpectedly, 
that they have closed his case; and it becomes my duty to state to 
you that of the defendant. The nature of this action you have 
already heard ; it is one which, in my mind, ought to be very sel- 
dom brought, and very sparingly encouraged. It is founded on 
circumstances of the most extreme delicacy, and it is intended 
to visit with penal consequences the non-observance of an engage- 
ment which is of the most paramount importance to society, andi^ 
whieh of all others, perhaps, ought to be the most unbiassed — an 
engagement which, if it be voluntary, judicious, and disinterested, 
generally produces the happiest effects; but which, if it be either 
unsuitable or compulsory, engenders not only individual misery, 
but consequences universally pernicious. There are few con- 
tracts between human beings which should be more delicate thaa 
^that of marriage. I admit it should be very cautiously promised ; 
but, even when promised, 1 am fer from conceding that it should 
invariably be performed ; a thousand circumstances may form an 
inpediment — change of fortune may render it imprudent — change 
of affection may make it culpable. The very pai^v to whom the 
law gives the privilege of complaint has, perhaps, the most reason 
to be grateful — grateful that its happiness has not been sur- 
rendered to caprice — grateful that religion has not constrained aii 
nnwilling acqniescence, or made an unavoidable desertion doubly 
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eriminal-^-grateful thAt an ofipriog had not been sacriftoed to tbe 
indelicate tfnd ungenerous enfoipeqiient — grateful that an innocent 
secret disinclination did not too late evince itself in an irresistible 
and irremediable disgusf. .Yoq will agree with me, that if there 
exist any excuse for such an action, it is on the side of the female ; 
because every female object^ being more exclusively domestic, 
such a disappointment is more severe in its visitation ; because the 
very circumstance, coi^centrating their feeiingp, reoders^ them na- 
turally more sensitive of a wound; because their best treasure, 
their reputation, may have suffered from the intercourse ^ beiqause 
their- chances of reparation are less, and their habitual seclusion* 
makes them feel it more ; because there is something in the deser-^ 
tion of their helplessness which almost merges the illegality in the 
unmanliness of the abandonment. However, if a man seeks to 
enforce this eogagement* every one feels some delicacy attached 
to the requisition, t do not inquire into th^ comparative justness^ 
df the reasoning ; but does not every one feel that there appears- 
some Cleanness mfbrcing a female into an alliance? h it not al- 
Mst raying, ' I ^i\\ expose to public shame the credulit y^oa 
which ! practised, or you must pay to n\e in moneys, numbeped, 
Ae profits of that heartless speculation ; I have gambled with your 
affections ; I have secured your bond ; I will extort the pienalty 
either from your purse or reputation!" I put a case to you 
where the circumstances are reciprocal ; where age and fortune 
are the same; where there is no disparity of years to make the 
supposition ludicrous; where there is no disparity of fortune ta 
render it suspicious. Let us see whether the present action can' 
be so palliated, or whether it does not exhibit a picture of fraud 
and avarice, and nieanness and hypocrisy, so laughable, that it is 
almost in^possible to criticise it ; aiid yet so debasing, that humao. 
pride almost forbids its ridicule. 

** It has been left to me to defend my unfortunate old client; 
fVom the double battery of love and of law, which, at the age of 
sixty-five, has so unexpectedly opened on her. Oh, Gentlemen I 
I|6w vain-glorious is the boast of beauty! How misapprehended 
have been the charms of youth, if years and wrinkles can thus^ 
despoil their conquests, and depopulate the navy of its prowess, 
mid beguile the ba^ of its eloquence ! How mistaken were all the 
amatory poets, from Anacreon downwards, who preferred the bloom, 
of the rose and tlie thrill of the nightihgale, to the safR-on hide 
and duket treble of sixty-five. £iven our own sweet bard has. 
had the folly to declare, that 

* He once had beard tell of an amorous youth, 
Who was cau|;hc in his grandmother's bed. 
But Owns he had ne*er such a liquorish tooth. 
As to wish to be there in his stead.^ 

^ Royal wisdom has said, that we live in a ' New ^ra.' ^^ 
reign of old p^omen has commenced: and if Johanna Soptbt^ote 
converts England to her creed, why ^ould not Ireland* less pious 
^rhapSi b«t at least equally passionate, kneel before the ahiiae of 



ffie irresiftible widow Wilkmf It appean. Gentleman, 16- hninr 
b^n her happy fate to have tulxkied particularly the death^ealing 
profiessioD^. Indeed^ in the lovie episodes of the Heathen my* 
tj^plogy Mars and Venus wef^ considered ^s insepamble. f know 
not whetlier aay of yoii have ever seea a very besutiful pnnjt re* 
preseotiBg the &tai glory of Quebec, and the last moments of its 
immortal conqueror; if so, you must have observed the ligiiire^f 
the Staff Pliysiciaii, is vrhose arms the hero is expiring : that idev- 
tical personage, my Lotd, was lh^ happy swain* who, forty or fifty 
years ago, received the reward of bis valour and his skill in tke 
virgin hand of my venerable client ! The Doctor lived sorpetbing 
mareihan a century,, during a great part of which Mrs. Wilkins^ 
was his companion. Alas! Gentlemen^ loo^as he lived, be lived 
not long enough to behold her beautyr-- 

* TKiat beauty, like the aloe ftawV, 
But t^loom'd and hlossoniM at fourscore/ 

He v^as, however, so far fascinated, as to bequeath to her the 
legacies of his patients, when he found he was pre-doomed to fol^ 
low them. To this circumstance, very far be it from me to hint» 
ll^at Mrs. Wiikins is indebted for any of her attractions. Riclv 
however, she undoubtedly waa$ aud rich she bad still as undoubt- 
edly have continued, had it not been for her intercourse with the 
iamiW of the plaintiff. I do not impute it as a crime to them, that 
they Happened to be necessitous; but I do impute it as both criminal 
and ungrateful, that, after having lived on the generosity of tlieir 
friend, after having iiteialiy exhausted her most prodigal liberality^ 
they should drag her infirmities before the public gaze, vainly 
supposing that they could, hide their own contemptible avarice in 
the more prominent exposure of her melancholy dotage. Th^ 
father of the plaintiff, it cannot be unknown to ypu, was for many 
years in the most indigent situation. Perhaps it is not a matter o€ 
concealment, that he found in Mrs. Wiikins a most generous bene-* 
factress. She assisted and supported him, until at last his inoreas* 
ing necessities reduced him to take refuge in an Act of Insolvency.,. 
During their intimacy, frequent allusion was made to a son^ whon^ 
BJ[rs. Wiikins had never seen since he was a child, and whoJiad 
risen to a lieutenantcy in the navy, under tiie patronage of their re» 
lative^ Sir Beniamin Bloomifield. In a parent's panegyric the gaU 
tent Lieutenant was, of course, all that even hope could picture:. 
;>|f;oung« gay, heroic, and disinterested; the pride of the navy, the 
prop of the country^ independent as the gale that wafted, and 
bounteous as the wave that bore him. I am afraid that it is rather 
an anti-climax to tell yoa after this, that he is the pres(^nt plaintiff. 
The eloquence of Mrs. Blake was not exclusively confined to her 
encomiums on the Lieutenant: she diverged at times into an epi- 
sode on the matrimonial felicities, painted the joy of passion and 
4elights of love, and obscurely hinted, that Hymen, with his torch, 
had an exact, personification in her son Peter, bearing a match^ 
iight^ in his Majesty's ship the Hydra I While these contrivance^ 
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were imietising on Mrs. Wilkins, a l>y-ploi was got up on boi^ 
the Hydra, and Mr. Blake returned to his mourning country, in- 
fluenced, as he says, by his partiality for the defendant ; but, in 
reality, compelled by ill-health and disappointments, added, per- 
haps, to his mother's very absurd and avaricious speculations. 
What a loss the navy bad of him, and what a loss he bad of the 
navy! Alas, Gentlemen, he could not resist his affection for a 
female he never saw — almighty love eclipsed the glories of am- 
bition — Trafelgar and St. Vincent flitted from his memory — he 
gave up all for woman, as Mark Antony did before him — ^and, like 
the Cupid in Hudi^as, he 

< took his stand 

Upon a widow's jointare land: 
His tender sigh and trickling tear 
LongM for 6vc hundred pounds a year; 
His (anguishing desires were fond 
Of statute, nu>rtgage, bill, and bond.' 

Oh! Gentlemen, only imagine him on the lakes of North Ame* 
rica — alike to him the varieties of season or the vicissitudes of war- 
£ire. One sovereign image monopolizes his sensibilities. Does 
the storm rage — the widow Wilkins outsighs the whirlwind. Is 
the ocean calm — its mirror shows him the lovely widow Wilkins I 
Is the battle won — he thins his laurel that the widow Wilkins may 
interweave her myrtles. Does the broadside thunder — he invokes 
the widow Witkins ! 

* A sweet little Cherub, she sits up aloft 
To keep watch for the life of pour Peter!' 

Alas! how much is he to be pitied! — how amply should be be re- 
compensed ! Who but must mourn his sublime, disinterested, sweet- 
aouled patriotism! — who but must sympathize with his pure, ar- 
dent, generous affection! Affection too confiding to require an in- 
terview ! Affection too warm to wait even for an introduction ! 
Indeed, his Amanda herself seemed to think his love most desir- 
able at a distance; for at the very first visit after his return be 
was refused admittance. His captivating charmer was then sick 
and nurse-tended at her brother's house, after a winter's confine- 
ment, reflecting, most likely, rather on her funeral than on her 
wedding. Mrs. Blake's avarice instantly took the alarm ; and she 
wrote the letter, which I shall now proceed to read to you/' 

Mr. Vandb leu R. — '' My Lord, unwilling as lam to interrupt a 
statement which seems to create so universal a sensation, still I 
hope your Lordship will restrain Mr. Phillips from reading a let- 
ter which cannot hereafter be read in evidence." 

Mr. O'CoNNEL rose for the purpose of supporting the propriety 
of the course pursued by the defendant's council ; when 

Mr. Phillips resumed — " My Lord, although it is utterly 
impossible for the learned gentleman to say in what manner 
hereafter this letter might be made evidence, still kny case is too 
strong to require any cavilling upon such trifles. I am content 



to save the public time, and wai?e the penisal of the letter. 
However, they have now given its suppression an importance 
which perhaps its production could not have procured for it. You 
see. Gentlemen, what a case they have, when they insist on the 
withholding of: the documents which originated with themselves. 
I accede to the very politic interference. I grant them, since 
they entreat it, the mercy of my silence. Certain it is, however^ 
that a letter was received from Mrs. Blake, and that almost imme- 
diately after its receipt Miss Blake introdiiced herself to Brown- 
Tille, where Mrs. Wilkins was— remained two daiys — lamented 
bitterly her not having appeared to the Lieutenant when he called 
to visit her — said that her poor mother had set her heart on an 
alliance; that she was sure, dear woman, a disappointment would 
be the death of her ; in short, that there was no alternative but ' 
the tomb or the altar! To all this Mrs. Wilkins only replied* hpw 
totally ignorant the parties most interested were of eacb other, 
and that were she even inclined to connect herself with a stranger, 
(poor old fool! J the debts in which her generosity to the family 
had already involved her formed, at least for the present, an in- 
surmountable impediment. This was not sufficient. . In less than a 
week the indefatigable Miss Blake returned to the charge, ac- 
tually armed with an old family bond to pay off the incumbrances, 
and a renewed representation of the mother's suspense and the 
brother's desperation. You will not fail to observe, Gentlemen, 
that while the female conspirators were thus at work, the lover 
himself had never seen the object of his idolatry. Like the ma- 
niac in the farce, he fell in love with the picture of bis grandmo- 
ther. Like a prince of the blood, he was willing to woo and to be 
wedded by proxy. For the gratification of his avarice, he was 
contented to embrace age, disease, infirmity, and widowhood; to 
bind his youthful passions to the carcass for which the grave was 
opening; to feed by anticipation on. the uncold corpse, and cheats 
the worm of its reversionary corruption.^ Educated in a profes- 
sion proverbially generous, he offered to barter every joy for 
i^oney ! Born in a country ardent to a fault, he advertised his 
happiness to the highest bidder; and he now solicits an honour- 
able jury to become the panders to this heartless cupidity! Thus 
beset, harassed, conspired against, their miserable victim entered 
into the contract you have heard; a contract conceived in mean- 
ness, extorted by fraud, and sought to be enforced by the most 
profligate conspiracy. Trace it through every stage of its pro- 
gress, in its origin, its means, its effects ; from the parent contriv- 
ing it through the sacrifice of her son, and forwarding it through 
the indelicate instrumentality of her daughter, down to the son 
himself, unblushingly acceding to the atrocious combination by 
which a4;e was to be betrayed, and youth degraded ; and the odious 
union of decrepid lust and prococious avarice blasphemously Qon- 
secrated by the solemnities of religion ! Is this the example which, 
as parents, you would sanction ! Is this the principle you would 
adopt yourselves! Have you never witnessed the misery of ao iiur 
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•«latctieil fndrrmge? Have yoa never worshipped ttie blfs^ by wdicb if 
has been hallowed, when its torch, kindled at affection's altar, gives 
the noon of life its warmth and its lustre, and blesses its evening' 
with a more chastened but not less lovely illumination 1 Are yoa 
prepared tosqv, that this rite of Heaven, revered by each country, 
4:herished by each sex, the solemnity of every church, and the 
sacrament of one, shall be profaned into the ceremomai of an 
obscene and soul-degrading avarice ? 

No sooner was this contract, the device of their covetonsness, 
and the evidesoe of their shame, swindled froin the wretched ob- 
jeetof this conspiracy, than its motive became apparent; ffaey 
avowed themselves tlie keepers of their itaefancholy victim. They 
watched her movements — they dictated her actions — they forbade 
all inteicourse with her own brother— ^they duped her into accept- 
ing bilb, and let her be arrested for the amount. They exercised 
4^e Hiost cruel and capricious tyranny upon her; now menacing 
her with a publication of her follies, and now whh the still mor^ 
faoTrible enforcement of a contract, that thus betrayed its anticf- 
;^ated inflictions ! Can you imagine a more disgusting exhibition 
of how weak and how worthless human nature may be, than this 
scene exposes t On the one hand, a combination of sex and age, 
disregarding the most sacred obligations, and trampling on the most 
tender ties, from a mean greediness of lucre, that neither honour, 
nor gratitude, nor nature, could appease — " Lueri bonus eat odor 
ex re fitdlibet.** On the other hand, the poor shrivelled relict of 
what once was health, and youth, and animation, sought to be 
embraced in its infection, and. caressed in its infirmity — ^crawled 
over and corrnpted by the human reptiles, before death had 
shovelled it to the less odious and more natural vermin of the 
grave! — What an object for the speculations of avarice ? what aii 
anget for the idolatry of youth! Gentlemen, when this miserable 
dupe to her own. doting vanity and the vice of others saw how she 
was treated — when she found herself controuled by the mother, 
beset by the daughter, beggared by the father^ and held by the 
son as a kind of windfall, that, too rotten to keep its hold, had 
Mien at his feet to be squeezed and trampled — when she saw the 
intercourse of her relatives prohibited, the miost trifling remem- 
brances of her ancient friendship denied, tbe very exercise of he^ 
habitual charity denounced ; when she saw that all she was worth 
was to he surrendered to a family confiscation, and that she was 
herself to be gibbeted in ike chains of wedlock,, ^n example to 
every superannuated dotard upon whose plunder the ravens of 
the world mi^fat calculate, she eame to the wisest determination 
of her life, and decided that her fortune should remain at her own 
disposal. Acting upon this decision, she wrote to Mr. Blake, com- 
plaining of the cruelty with which she had been treated, desiring 
the restoration of the contract of which she had been duped, 
and declaring, as the only means of securing respect, his final 
determination as to the controul over her property. To this letter, 
aMressed to the son, u verbal answer (mark the conspiracy !) was 
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returned from the mother, withholding ail consent, unless the pf6» 
perty was settled on her family, but withholding the contract at the 
same time. The wretched old woman could not sustain this conflict* 
She was tajken seriously ill, confined for many months in her bro- 
ther's house, from whom she was so cruelly sought to be separated* 
until the debts in which she was involved, and a recommended 
change of scene, transferred her to Dublin. There she was received 
with the utmost kindness by her relative, Mr. M'Namaria, to whom 
•he confided the delicacy and distress of her situation. That 
Gentleman, acting at once as her agent and her friend, instantly 
repaired to Galway, where he had an interview with Mr. Blake. 
This was long before the commencement of any action^ A con* 
versation took place betv\'een them on the subject, which must, 
in my mind, set the present action at rest altogether; because it 
must shew that the non-performance of the contract originated 
entirely with the plaintifF himself. Mr. M'Naraara inquired, whe- 
ther it was not true that Mr. Blake's own j^mily declined any 
isoi^nexion, unless Mrs. Wilkins consented to settle on them the 
entire of her . property ] Mr. Blake replied, it was. Mr. M'Na- 
mara rejoined, tliat her contract did not bind her to any sucli 
extent. ** No," replied. Mr. Blake, " I know it does not ; hdw- 
ever, tell Mrs. Wilkins, that i understaini she has about j£5B0 
a-year, and / will be content to settle the odd ^80 on her by way 
of pocket-money" Here, of course, the conversation ended; 
which Mr. M'Namara detailed, as he was desire^d,' to Mrs. Wil- 
kins, who rejected it with the disdain which, I hope, it will excite 
in every honourable roind. A topic, however, arose during the 
interview, which unfolds the motives, and illustrates the mind, of 
Mr. Blake more than any observation which 1 can make on it. 
As one of the inducements to the projected marriage, he actually 
proposed the prospect of a ^50 annuity, as an officer's widow's 
pension, to which she would be entitled in the event of his de* 
cease ! I will not stop to remark on the delicacy of this indnce- 
ment ; I will not advert to the glaring dotage on which he sp^ 
culated, when he could seriously hold out to a woman of her years 
the prospect of such an improbable survivorship. But I do ask 
you, of what materials must the man be composed who could thus 
debase the national liberality ! What was the recompense of that 
lofty heroism Mhich has almost appropriated to the British navy 
the monopoly of maritime renown — was that grateful offering 
which a weeping country pours into the lap of its patriot's widow, 
and into the cradle of its warrior's orphan — was that generous 
consolation with which a nation's gratitude cheers the last mo- 
ments of her dying hero, by the portraiture of his children sus- 
tained and ennobled by the legacy of his achievements, to be thus 
deliberately perverted into the bribe of a base, reluctant, unna* 
tural prostitution! Oh! I know nothing to parallel the self* 
abasement of such a deed, except the audacity that requires ai| 
honourable jury to abet it. The following letter from Mr. An- 
tbony Martin, Mr. Blake's attorney, unfolded the future plans 

n 
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xif this unfeeling conspiracy. Perhaps the Gentlemen M^ould 
wsh also to cushion this document? They do not. Then I shall 
read it. 

** This letter is addressed to Mrs. Wilkins: — 

' Galwaif, Janua%''y 9, 1817. 
' Madam — I^ave been applied to profesnonally by a Lieute* 
nant Peter Blfike, to take proceedings against you on rather a« 
unpleasant occasion ; but from every letter of your's, and other 
documents, together tvith the material and irreparable loss Mr» 
Blake has sustained in his professional prospects/ by means of 
your proposals to him, makes it indispensably necessary for him to 
get remuneration from you. Under these circumstances, I ant 
obliged to say, that I have his directions to take immediate pro- 
ceedings against you, unless he is in some measure compensated 
for your breach of contract and promise to him. I should ftel 
happy that you would ^ave me the necessity of acting profession* 
A^ly> by settling the business,' — ^[" You see. Gentlemen, money* 
inoney, money, runs through the ivhole amour'']-^' and not suffer 
it to come to a public investigation ; particularly as I conceive, 
fl^om the legal advice Mr. Blake has got, t<^ether with all I have 
aeen, it will ultimately terminate most honourably to his advantage, 
and to your pecuniary loss. I have the honour to remain, <^c. 

(Signed) * Anthony Martin/ 

" Indeed, I think Mr. Anthony Martin is mistaken. Indeed, I 
think no twelve men, upon their oaths, will say (even admitting 
the truth of all he asserts) that it was honourable for a British 
officer to abandon the navy on such a speculation — to desert so 
noble a profession — to forfeit the ambition it ought to have asso- 
ciated-^the rank to which it leads — the glory it may confer, for 
the purpose of extorting from an old woman he never saw, the 
purohase-money of his degradation ! But I rescue the plaintiff 
ironi this disgraceful imputation. I cannot believe that a mem- 
ber of a profession, not less remarkable for the valour than the 
generosity of its spirit — ^a profession as proverbial for \X^ profu- 
sion in the harbour, as for the prodigality of its life-blood on 
the wave — a profession ever willing to fling money to the winds^ 
and only anxious that they should waft through the world its im- 
mortal banner, crimsoned with the record of a thousand victories. 
No, no. Gentlemen ; notwithstanding the authority ol Mr. Anthony 
Martin, I cannot readily believe .that any man could be found to 
make the high honour of this noble service a base, mercenary, 
sullied pander to the prostitution of his youth ! The fact is, that 
increasing ill- health and the improbability of promotion combined 
to induce his retirement on half-pay., You will find this con- 
firmed by the date of his resignation, which was immediately after 
the battle of Waterloo, which settled (no matter how) the destinies 
^f Europe. His constitution was declining, his advancement was 
annihilated ; and, as a forlorn hope, he bombarded the widow 
Wilkins I 
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* War thougbts had left their places Tacaiit; 
In tbeir room cnine thronging soft and amorons desireSi 
All telling bim how fair young H£RO was/ 

" He firsts Gentlemen, attacked her fortune with heneif, 
through the artillery of the church ; and, having iailed in that, 
lie now attacks her fortune without herself » through the assistance 
of the law. However, if I am instructed rightly, he has nobody . 
but himself to blame for his disappointment. Observe, I do not 
vottcfa £oT the authenticity of this fact; but I do certainly assure 
you, that Mrs. Wiikins was persuaded of it. You. know the pro* 
verbial frailty of our nature; the gallant lieutenant was not free 
from it. Perhaps you imagine that some younger, or, according 
to his taste, some older fair one, weaned him from the widow; 
Indeed they did not. He had ao heart to lose, (and can you solve 
the paradox ?) his infirmity was Love ; as the poet says, 

* Love — still — love.' 

No, it was not to Venus, it was to Bacchus he sacrificed. With 
an eastern idolatry, he commenced at day-light, and so persevering 
was his piety till the shades of night, that when he was not his' 
knees he could scarcely he said to he on his legs f When I came 
to this passage, I could not avoid involuntarily exclaiming — * ph, 
Peter, Peter ! whether it be in liquor or in love, 

' None but thyself can be thy parallel!' 

I see by your smiling, Gentlemen, that you correct. my error, 
1 perceive your classic memories recurring to, perhaps, the only 
prototype to be found in history. 1 beg his pardon, I should 
should not have overlooked 

the immortal Captain Wattle 



Vflm was all for luve, and — a little for the bottle.' 

Ardent as our fair ones have been announced to be, they do not 
prefer a fiame that is so exclusively spiritual. Widow Wiikins, 
no doubt, did not choose to be singular. In the words of the 
bard — and, my Lord, I perceive you excuse my dwelling so much 
on the authority of the muses, because, really, on this occasion, 
the minstrel seems to have combined the power of poetry with the 
spirit of prophecy — in the very words of the Bard, 

• He ask'd her, Would she marry lum ? Widow Wiikins answer'd, No, 
Then said he, 1*11 to the ocean rock, I'm ready for the slaughter ; 
Oh, 1*11 >hoot at my sad image, ns ii*s sighing in the water. 
Only think of Widow Wiikins, saying — Go, Peter, go.' 

^* But, Gentlemen, let us try to be serious; and seriously give 
me leave to ask you, on what grounds does he solicit your verdict 1 
Is it for^the loss of his profession] Does he deserve compensation 
if he abandoned it for such a purpose — if he deserted at once his 
duty and his country, to trepan the weakness of a wealthy dotard? 
But did be (base as the preteuce is), did be so ? Is there nothing 
to cast any suspicion on the pretext? nothing in the aspect of 
public afi'airs? in the universal pea<:e] ip the certainty of being 
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put id commission t in the downright impossibility of advance* 
ment? Nothing to make you suspect that he imputes, as a con* 
trivance, what was the manifest result of an accidental contin* 
geney? Does he claim on the ground of sacrificed afffetian? 
Oh, Gentlemen, only fancy what he has lost! If it were but the 
UesHd raptures of the bridal night. Do not suppose I am goin^ 
io describe it; I shall leave it to the learned counsel he has 
selected to compose his epithalamium., I shall not exhibit the 
venerable trembler — at once a relic and a relict; with a grace 
for every year, and a Cupid in every wrinkle — affecting to shrink 
from the flame of his impatience, and fanning it with the amhro-^ 
rial sigh of sixty five ! 1 cannot paint the fierce meridian trans* 
ports of the honeymoon, gradually melting into a more chastened 
and permanent affection — every nine months adding a link to the 
chain of their delicate embraces, until, too soon, death's broad* 
side lays the lieutenant low, consoling, however, his patriarchal 
charmer -(old enough at the time to be the last wife of Methus&^ 
tern) with a fifty-pound annuity, being the balance of his gloify 
qgainst his Majesty's ship the Hydra ! 

** Give me leave to ask you, is this one of the cases, to meet 
which this very rare and delicate action was intended ? Is this a 
tase where a reciprocity of circumstances, of affection, or of 
years, throw even a shade of rationality over the contract? Do 
not imagine I mean to insinuate, that under no circumstances 
otight such a proceeding to be adopted. Do not imagine, though 
I say this action belongs more naturally to a female, its adoption 
can never be justified by one of the other sex. Without any 
great violence to my imagination, I can suppose a man in the 
very spring of life, when his sensibilities are most acute, and his 
passions most ardent, attaching himself to some object, youngs 
lovely, talented, and accomplished, concentrating, as he thought^ 
every charm of personal perfection, and in vi^hom those charms 
were only heightened by the modesty that veiled them ; perhaps 
his preference w.as encouraged — his affection returned — his very 
sigh echoed, until he was conscious of his existence but by the 
soul-creating sympathy, until the world seemed but the residence 
of his love, and that love the principle that gave it animation ; 
until, before the smile of her affection, the whole spectral train 
of sorrow vanished, and this world of woe, with all its cares, and 
miseries, and crimes> brightened, as by enchantment, into antici- 
pated paradise ! It might happen that this divine affection might 
be crushed, and that heavenly vision wither into air at the heU* 
engendered pestilence of parental avarice, leaving youth, and 
health, and worth, and happiness, a sacrifice to its unnatural and 
mercenary caprices. Far am I from saying, that such a case 
would not call for expiation, particularly where the punishment 
fell up6n the very vice in which the ruin had originated. Yet 
even there, perhaps, an honourable mind would rather despise the 
mean unmerited desertion. Oh, I am sure a sensitive niind would 
rather droop uncomplaining into ti>e grave^ than solicit the mock? 
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eir; of a worldly compensatiotk But in the case before yon is 
there the slightest ground for supposing any affection! Do you 
believe, if any accident bereft the defendant of her fortune^ that 
her persecutor would be likely to retain his constancy? Do yOu 
believe that the marriage thus sought to be enforced was one 
likely to promote morality and virtue? Do you believe that those 
delicioas fruits by which the struggles of social iife are sweetened, 
and the anxieties of parental care alleviated, were ever once antid- 
patedl Do you think that such an union could exhibit those 
reciprocities of love and endearments by which this tender rite 
should be consecrated and recommended t Do you not rather 
believe that it originated in avarice ; that it was promoted by 
conspiracy ; and that it would, perhaps, have lingered through 
some months of crime, and then terminated in a heartless and dis- 
gusting abandonment? 

** Gentlemen, these are the questions which you will discuss in 
your jury-room. I am not afraid of yonr decision. Remember, I 
ask yon for no mitigation of damages. Nothing less than yont 
verdict will satisfy me. By tliat verdict you will sustain the dig- 
nity of your scK ; . by that verdict you will uphold the honour of 
the national character ; by that verdict you will assure not only 
tlie immense multitude of both sexes that thus so unusually qrowd 
around you, but the whole rising generation of your country, that 
marriage can never be attended with honour, or blessed with hap- 
piness, if it has not its origin in mutual affection. I surrender 
with confidence my case to your decision." 

[A burst of applause, which continued for* some minutes, fol- 
lowed the delivery of this speech; every individual in court, 
opposed to Mr. Phillips, bore this strong testimony to the delight 
and admiration he excited.] 

The damages were laid at £5000 ; but the plaintiff's counsel 
were, in the end, contented to withdraw a juror, and let hira pay 
bis own costs; by that proceeding, at once abandoning their 
claim on Mr. Phillips's client, and enabling tliat gentleman to 
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the whole of the Grand Marriage-Ceremonial — the Splendid Dresses, Equipages, &c. The 
Work is an Historical Record of every Fact and Occurrence connected with this Event* 
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Mr. PHILLIPS'S 

^»eBCH FOR THE PLAIKTI£!]^. 

: ' . • 

at iDiibSii) hekare Lord NojiB«J|tr wd a Spc^iiial 
Jury, July -DaHid 10, 1817. 



My Lord and GE^TLEMtiN — I lam institicfed by tbe Plaintifif to 
lay.this case before you,' and little do I wonder at tbe great intevert 
which it seems to have ekcifed.' It is one of those cases whidi oome 
*]|onie to 'the " basiiiess' and the^ 'bosoms " t>f mankind; it is tiot con- 
lined to the ihaividiials' concerned; it vialts ivery «cirute fiiim:tlie 
bigh^t to the lowest ; ' i): atarmsf he very heart of ^he ^oMmimltyv abd 
commands the whole'sod^l fanfily totbe spot, where boraan natow« 
prostrated at the bar of jiislSce, calk dloud for pity^md prot^HliOB. 

On my first addre^ing a Jury upon a subjiiet 6f ISiis natoire^ «! 
took the high grounded which I'deemed nrys^If entilfled^ I«tMd'Opbn 
the purity 6f the natk)nti1'cbaitlcter ; I rebed upon thbt cbatAlty wbish 
cieiltliHes' had' made prorerbial, and xdmost drowned the ^'ry of 4iidm- 
*<tua1 sii^ring in the Violafed r^putKtion of the country^ '''Mamblsd 
and abashed; I mt»t resign the topic-^indignation at^ the>ft9f«ltytt>f 
'the o^nce, bas give)i way fo horror at *the frequency Of^itsfep«IHfOa— 
it is now becominrg idmbst i^eiiiotiable amongst u»^we are'raipbrtittg 
' the follies; aiid nd.turali'ziiig the vices' of ^the ddnfliti^ttt-'^.^s«>«rb^;a 
Term pin^ iii titese Cou^cr, during" -wbicbsdtiie untibiutfMd'adullef^r 
or saucer, Aden hot annouhce hinnMf^ bnproyifi'g )oitth^ ddioiisuwa^of 
his <^freAce, by'the profligacy '6f bis junm^tion, and; as it wet'e 
struggling tbrecord/by crimes, the desolating progress of' oar bst- 
-barous civilization, '^ntfemen, ifthis besu£R&red to contitfue; v^bat 
borne sbilll be sStfe ; what hearth: siiall be sacred ; what )|!»arent e«Hv-f¥pa 
' moment calculate on the possession of bis child ,* 'v^batefiild sha)l be 
'iiecttre a^inst the orphanage thrat springs frohi |»rofltltution ; wbftt«dli- 
"tary right. Whether of bfe, 'or liberty, or property in -the fond sbtil 
survive amongst us,1f thatb&liowed couch f^bieb modesty baa veiled, 
aiid'love'i*ndear<id, and religion consecrated, is to be iHTadedbyu*' 

.. » . *.IaGiUbrje v,3terne« 



vulgar tod pronriflcuous liberttoifoi? A time there was when that 
couch was invtolahle in Ireland, when conjugal infidelity waa decned- 
but an invention— when marriage waa considered 'as a sacrament of 
the heart, and faith and affection sent a mingled flame together from 
the altar ! Are such times to dwindle into a legend of traditioa ? Are 
the dearest rights of man, and the holiest ordinances of God» no more 
to be respected ? Is the marriage vow to become the prelude to per* 
jury and prostitution ? Shall our enjoyments debase themaelves into an 
adulterous participation, and our children propagate an incestnoos 
community ? Hear the case which I am fated to unfold, and then tell 
me whether that endearing confidence, by which the bitterness of this 
life is sweetened, is to become the instrument of perfidy beyond con* 
cep^on ; and whether the protection of the roof, the fraternity of the 
'iKiard, the obligations of the altar, and the devotion of the heart, are 
|o be so many panders to the hellish abominations they should have 
purified I Hear the case which must go forth 1o the world, but 
-which I trust in God your verdict will accompany, to tell that world, 
dMt if there was vice enough amongst us to commit the crime, there 
IS virtue enough to brand it with an indignant punishment. 

Of the Plaiutift Mr. Browk c, it is quite impossible, but you must 

.have heard much : his misfbrtune has §^ven him a sad celebrity, and it 

.does seem a peculiar incident to such misfortune that the loss of happi* 

.ness is almost invariably succeeded by the deprivation of character. 

As the lem guilty murderer will hide the corpse that may lead to his 

.detection, so does the adulterer, by obscuring the reputation of his 

victim, seek to diminish the moral responsibility he has incurred. Mr. 

Browne undoubtedly forms no exception to this syslem»lietrayed by 

ilia friend and atrandoned by his wife, his toe generous confidence* his 

.too tender kwe, have been slanderoualy perverted into the sources of 

^his calamity; because he could not tyrannise over her whom he 

(fldored, he was Mrelessj because he could not suspect him in 

•whom he tmsted» he was careless; and crime in the infetuation 

^ its cunuingt founds its justification even on the virtues of 

>itfr victim 1 i am not deterred by tiie pr^udice thus cruelly 

CKcitod; 1 appeal tern the gossi|^lng creddity of scandal to the 

grave deciAons of^fathers and of husbandly and I implore of yoi|» as 

you value the blemingsof your bome^ not to coutitenancethecakimiiy 

which solicits a prepedent to excuse their spoliation. At the close of 

ih« year 1800, the death of my clients fiitfaer gave him the inherit- 

«ance^tOf an ample fortune. Of.all the joys his prospertty creptted^ 

there was none but yielded to the extacy of diaring it witli her Im 

love the daughter of his father's ancient frittnd^ tise tmpm±Mt pro- 



prieter of Onm CtulU, She was then in the verj vpoMg of life^ a«4 
newer did the Sun of Heevea unfold a lovelier Uo«OHM4ier look wa^ 
beauty and her breafli was fragfanee-»the.eye that aaw her caught fi 
histre from the vision ; and all the virtues aeened to linger round her, 
like 80 many spotless spirHs enamoured of her lovelinesk 

** Yes, the was good, as ike was &ir» 
None, none on earth above her; 
As pure in thooght as Angek are| 
To see her, was to love her,** 
What years of tongueless transport might net her happy husband hav^ 
anticipated ! What one addition could her beauties gain to render thefn 
all perfect ! In the connubial rapture there was only one, and she was 
blessed with it. A lovely fiimily of infimt children gave her the conse- 
crated name of mother, and with it all that heaven can give of interest 
to this world*s worthlessness. Can the mind imagine a more delight- 
ful vision than that of such a mother, thus young, thus lovely, thus be- 
loved, blessing a husband*s heart, basking in a wor]d*s smile j^ and while 
she breathed into her little ones the moral life, shewing them tha^ 
robed in all the light of beauty, it was stilt possible tor their virtues to 
cast into the shade. Year after year of happiness rolled on, and every 
year but added to their love a pledge to make it happier than the for- 
mer. Without ambition but for her husband's love, without one object 
but her children's happiness, this lovely woman circled in her orbit- 
all bright, all beauteous in the prosperoua hour, and if that hour e*er 
darkened, only beaming the brighter and t^ie lovelier. What human 
hand could mar so pure a picture ! What punidiment could adequately 
visit its violation ! 

^ Oh happy love, where love Uke this il found ! 
Oh heart*feH raptnrel bUss beyond oompare!** 
It was indeed the summer of their livea^ and with it came the swwtn 
Of summer friends, that revel in the sunshine of the hour, and- vanish 
with its sptendoiir. High and honoured in that crowd; meet gay, 
most cherished, most professing, stood the Defendant* Mr. Blass. 
He was the PfadntilTs dearest, fondest friend} to every pleasure called, 
in every case coosolted, his day*s companion and his evening guest, his 
constant, trusted, bosom oonidant, and under gnise of all— ^h, human 
nature!— he had his fellest^ deadliest, final enemy! Here on the au- 
thority of this brief, do I arraign him, of having wound hinfself hito 
my clienfs intimacy^ of having encooraged that intimacy into friend- 
ship, of having counterfeited a sympathy in faisjoysandinhissorrovrs; 
and when he seemed too pure even for seqitidsm to doubt him, of hav« 
ing, under the very sanctity of his roof, perpetrated an adultery the 
most nninrecedented and perfidious ! If this be tmc^ can the world's 



WMtIr defitiy tbe pefitit;* of suck twpitadc? ¥b. BBowat^ OcM** 
i6eD» wif^ a nB» «f fertttne^ behiid no prafeaMOD» WHf ignorant of evory 
i%i4ciiltnl'al puMtriti and^ unlbrtitnaftely adoptklg the advice of hift 
ftitber-hi-]^M^» he cid^iraled the amuseinento of the Currw^A*. I aay- 
unforttmately for fans own ailun^ and by no means in reference to the 
pursuit itself. It is net for tAe to Itbel an occupation Which the high> 
est, and noblest, and most illustrious throughout the Empire, counte- 
nance by thetr adoption j which fashion and virtue grace by its at- 
tendance, and in which, Peers and Legii^lators and Princes are not 
ashamed to appear conspicuous. But if the morality that counteoancea 
it be doubtful, by what epithet shall we designate that which would 
make it an apology for the most profligate of offences ? Even if Mr. 
BaowNs^s pursuits were ever so. erroneous, was it for his bosom friend 
to take the advantage of them to ruin him ? On tliis subject, it is suffi- 
cient to remark, that under no circumstance of prosperity or vicissitude* 
was their connubial happiness ever even remotely clouded. In fact» 
th^ Plaintiff dbr^;arded even the amusements that deprived him of 
ii^r society. He too^ a house, for her in the vicinity of JBCi'/dore, fur- 
nished it with all that luxury could require, and afibrded her the 
greatest of all luxuries^ that of enjoying and enhancing his most pro- 
digal affection.. From the hour of their marriage, up to the unfortu« 
nate discovery, they lived on terms of the utmost tenderness; not a 
word, except one of love; not an act, except of mutual endearment 
passed between them. Now, (rentletoen, if this be proved to you„ 
here I take my ^nd, and 1 say, under no earthly circumstances, can 
a justification of the adulterer be adduced. No matter with what 
delinquent sc^bistry he may blaspheme through its palliation; God 
ordained, nature cemented^, happiness consecrated that celestial union ;, 
and it iscomfiliGah^d treason against God And man, and society, to' in- 
tend its violation. The social cooipact, tlir^ugh every fit>Ke tramblea 
at its coosequencesi not only policy but law, not qmlf law but natare^ 
Bot oaiy iiKture but ?e)|gioni deprecate and denounce it. Parent and off- 
if»riBgi youHi and age j tke dotd from their tdrntu^ the child from its 
e<adle$ creatures acfeifce alivc^ and creatures still usborn^ the i9rani^ 
aire shivering On the verge of deatl^ tibe io&nt qvlckeniDgin thfe no- 
tlier*a womb $ all with oileaaBeot, re*ecbo God, tend execrate adultery ! 
I any, thtn, where it is ^noe proved that fautband and wife live to- 
geHter m a stale oC haf^aoess^ no contingency on which the sun can 
.afame^ caa waklnnt any loan in attempting their separatioB. Did they 
-d» SD^ TIbom iaimperattvtiy your first eoosideraftiM* I only hope that 
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all tbe hfinia religion joined togethery ipay have ei^oyed- tht happi- 
nflBi thattfaey dic|. TMr married stale wa» one contiiuied bon«^ 
moon ; and if ever cloud ^voie to dim il» belmee love'9 $igli it ied» and 
left its orb the brighter. Prosperoutf and Mrealtby» Ibrtnne had no 
charms for Mr. BitowNs* but as it Messed the object of his al&ctions^ 
^e made success deligbtftf! ; she gafe his wealth its value. The most 
apleodid equipages^ the most costly luxuries; Uie richest retinae; 
all that vanity could invent to dazzle— ^1 tliat aff^tion could devise 
to gratify* ivere hers, and tbonglit too vile for her eiyoyment Great 
as bis fortune was» bis love outihone- it» and it seems; as if fortuae was 
jealoua of tbe preference. Proverbially capricious, she withdrew her 
fmiie» and left him shorn almost of every thing except his love^ and thf 
fidelity that crowned it« 

7%e hour of adveraiiy UMwmuCt hour ; in the JwU blaze offortune^e 
rifth meridian her modeet beam retiree from vulpar notket hU when the 
ebmdi of woe collect around iu, and skedee and darhneee dim the wan* 
derer'epaih, that ehmte and h^eljf light Mneefofth to cheer him^ an 
embUm and an emanation of the heavens/ ' It was then her love* hec 
value, and her power was visitile. No» it is not for tbe cbeerfub^ess 
with winch she bore the ebange I priw her ; it is not that without a 
sigh she surrendered all tbe baubles of prosperity; but that she pil- 
lowed her poor husband's heart, welcomed adversity to make him 
bappy» held up her little childi^n as tlie wealth that no adversity 
could take away; and when she found his spirit broken and his sou^ 
dejected, with a more than masculine understanding, retrieved in 
some degree his desperate fortunes, and saved the little wreck that 
solaced their retirement. What was such a woman worth, I ask you ? 
If you can stoop to eaUmate by dross the worth of such- a creature— r 
give me even a notary's calculation, and tell me then what was she 
worth to him to whom she had consecrated the bloom of her youth, 
the cham of her innocence, the splendour of her bieauty, tbe wealth o^ 
tenderness, the power of her genius, the treasure of her fidejityi She, 
the mother of his children ;. the pulse of his heart ; the joy of bis pror 
sperity ; the solace of his misfortunes; what was she worth to him ^ 
Fallen as she is, you may stiU estimate ber; you may «ee her valup 
even in Imf ruin. The gem is sullied; tlie diamond is shivered, but 
eren in its dust you may see the magnificence of its material^ After 
this they reared to RochviUcf tlieirseatin the county of Galway, where 
they residi^d in the most domestic maimer, on tbe remnant of their 
once splendid establishment. The butterflies that in thek* uoontide 
fluttered round them, vanished at the first breath of their adversity ; 
bat one early friend styi remained faitl^f^l and affectionate, and that 
was the Defendant. 
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Mr. Bi^AKE w a young gentlemaa of aibottt eight and twenCf ; of 
splendid ibrtune ; polished in his mauneri; intnerttng in his appear- 
ance ^ with many qualities to attach a fKend, and every quality t6 £w« 
einate a female. Most wiOingly do I pay the tribute of natiftfe whict» 
nature claims ibr him ; most bitterly do I lament that he ha»b<sen so 
ungrateful to so prodigal a benefiictress. The more Mr. Bkow^frn** 
misfortunes accumulated* the more disinterestedly attached did Mr. 
Blaks appear to him. He diared with liim his pnne; he assisted 
him with his counsel; in an afiair of honour, he placed* his Kib and 
character fn his hands : he introduced his innocent sister, just arrived 
from an English Nunnery, into the family of his friend ; he encouraged, 
every reciprocity of intercourse between the females, and to crowtt 
all, that no possible suspicion might attach to him, he seldom travelled 
without his domestic Chaplain 1' Now, if it shall appear that ail this 
was only a screen Ur his adid(ery*-that he took advantage of his 
fHend^s misfortunes to seduce the wife of his bosom— that he aflfected 
Confidence only to betray it — that he perfected the wretchedness he 
pretended to console, and that in the midst of poverty, he has left his 
victim, friendless; hopeless, companionless, a husband without a wife, 
and a fether without a child — gracious God ! is it not enough to turn 
mercy herself into an executioner ! You convict for murder — ^here is 
the hand that murdered innocencf^! You convict for treason — here is 
the rilest disloyalty to friendship ! You convict for robbery-^iere is 
one who plundered virtue of her purest pearl, and dissolved it even in 
the bowl that hospitality held out to him ! They pretend that he is 
innocent! Oh, effrontery the most unblushing 1 ^Oh vilest insult, 
added to the deadliest injury 1 Oh, base, detestable and damnable hy- 
pocrisy ! Of the final testimony k is true enough their cunning has 
deprived us ; but, under Providence, 1 will pour upon this baseness 
such a fiood of light, that I will defy not the most honourable man 
merely, but the most charitable sceptic, to touch the Holy Evangelists, 
and say, by their sanctity, it has not been committed, attend upon 
me now. Gentlemen, step by step, and with me rejoice that, no mat- 
ter bow cautious may be the conspiracies of guilt, there is a Power 
above to confound and to discover them. 

On the 27th January last, Mary Hines, one of the domestic^?, re- 
ceived directions from Mrs. Browne, to have breakfast ready very 
early on the ensuing morning, as the Defendant, then on a visit at the 
house, expressed an inclination to go out to hunt. She was accord* 
ingly brushing down the stairs at a ve^ early hour, when she observed 
the handle of her mistresses door stir, and feaniig the noise had dis- 
turbed her, she ran hastily down stairs to avoid her displeasure. She 
remained bdow about three quarters of an hour, when her nsasterV 
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bell Hoging violently, she hastened to answer it. He asked in some 
alarm where her nristreiis was ? Naturally enough astonished at such a 
question at sach an hoar, she said she knew not, but would go down 
and see -whether or not she was in the parlour. Mr. Bkowhb, how- 
ever, had good reason to be alarmed, for she was so extremely indis- 
poseidi going to bed at night that an express stood actually prepared to 
luring medical aid from Gahoa^f unless she appeared t>etter. An un- 
usual depression both of mind and body preyed upon Mrs. Browne on 
the preceding evening. She frequently Imrst into tears, threw her 
arms around her husband^s neck, saying that she was sure another 
month would separate her for ever from him and her dear children. 
It was no accidental omen. Too surely the warning of Providence 
was upon her. When the maid was going down, Mr. Blake appeared 
at his door totally undressed, and in a tone of much confusion, desired 
that his servant should be sent up to him. She went down — as she 
was about to return from her ineffectual search, she heard her master's 
voice in the most violent indignation, and ahnost immediately after 
Mrs. Browne rushed past her into the parlour, and hastily seizing 
her writing-desk desired her instantly to quit the apartment. Gen- 
tlemen, I request you will bear every syllable of this scene in your 
recollection, but most particularly the anxiety about the writing-desk. 
You will soon find that there was a cogent reason for it. Little was 
the wonder that Mr, Browne's tone should be that of violence and 
indignation. He had actually discovered his wife and fHend totally 
undressed, just as they had escaped from the guilty bed-side, where 
they stoodsin all the shame and horror of their situation 1 He shouted 
for her brother ! and that miserable brother had the agony of witness- 
ing his guilty sister in the bed-room of her paramour, both almost 
literally in a state of nudity. «• Blake I Blake !" exclaimed the 
heart-struck husband, " i$ ihu ike retwrn you have made for my hospU 
talUyf"* Oh, heavens! what a reproach was there I It was not- 
merely, you have dishonoured my bedsit was not merely, you have 
sacrificed my happiness— it was not merely you have widowed me in 
my youth,* and left me the father of an orphan family— it was not 
merely you hare violated a compfict to which all the world swore a 
tacit veneration— but, ywi— you have done it, my friend, my guest, 
under the very roof barbarians reverence ; where you enjoyed my 
Uble, where you pledged my happiness j where you saw her in all 
the loveliness of her virtue, and at the very hour when our little help- 
leas children were wrapt in that repose of which you have for ever 
robbed their miserable parents ! I do confess when I paused here in 
the perusal of these instructions, the very li^p blood froze within mjr 
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v«iM. WiaaA, laid 1$ rmnA I n^t caily reveal thb g;uilt ! raurt I 
not only expoM this perfidityl nmst I not only brand the infidelity 
oir a vnk and mother but muet I, amid tbe agonies of outra^e4 
Bttture, laake tbe brother the proof of the sister's prc«titution ! 
Thank God, GentieoMOy I way not he obliged to torture you and 
him and ivysel^ by such iutrumentality. { think the proof is full 
without it, thi^gh it must add another pang to the soul of the poor 
Plaintifi^ because it must render it ahnost impossihle that his little 
infants are not the brood of this aduUeroug depravity. It will be dis^ 
tinotly proved to you by Monfiria JBrenwMf another, of t^ servants^ 
that 6ne night, so far back as the May previous to tbe last-mentioned 
occurrence, when she was in the act of arranging the beds» she saw 
Mr. Blakb come up stairs, look cautiously about hiin» go to Mn^ 
Bbownb's bed-room door, and tap at it i that immediately after Mrs. 
Browne went, with no other covering than he^ shift, to Mr. Biak.£*s 
bed-chamber, where the guilty parties locked themselves up together. 
Terrified and astonisfaedy the maid retired to the servants* apartment^ 
and, in about a quarter of an hour alter» she aavi: Mts. Browne in the 
same habiKments return from the bed-room of.B<«4KE into her hus- 
hand^s. Gentlemen, it was by one of those accidents which so often 
accompany and occasion the developementof guilt, that we have ar- 
rived at this evidence. It was very natural that she did \koX wish to 
reveal it ; very natural that she did not wish either to es^pose her mis- 
tress, or afflict her unconscious master with the recital : very natural 
that she did not desire to be the instrument of so frightful a discoveiy . 
-However, when she found that concealment was out of the question ; 
that this action was actually in progress* and that the guilty delinquei^ 
was publicly triumphing in the absence of pro<4 and through an herd 
of slanderous dependents, cruelly vilifying the character of his victiro» 
she sent a friend to Mr. Browhe, and in hia presence and that of two 
others, solemnly discovered her melancholy infprmaMPo. peatl.emen» 
I do entreat of you to examine this woman, though she is an unedu- 
cated peasant, with aH eeverity, because, if she speajl^s tbe truth* I 
think you will agree with me that so horrible a complication of 'vjjr 
quity never disgraced the arniafe of a Court of Justice* ^e had iusX 
risen ft-om the table of his friend j he left his own brother a^d th^fc 
friend behind him, and even* from the very board of his hospitality* 1^ 
proceeded to the defilement of Ins bed ! Of mere adultery I had 
lieard before. It was bad enough ; a breach of all law, religion aad 
Morality; but, what shall Icall this? — that seduced innocence—Hji- 
aulted misfortunes-betrayed friendship — violated hospitaiity-r- tore up 
^e very foundation of human nature^ and hurled its Ar^gdaeiits-otttae 
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violateil altar^ as if ta bi9Fy j^e^g^ia lieneatt) the r«i|ift 9i tgfiki^y } Oh^ 
it M guilt tha^ ilMglit put a Demon to the blu$hl 

Does our proof re«t bete } I|(o>— though the jni&d rnii^l^ be 0oep|iq|kl^ 
that, after tbip^ could doiibt A guilty oort et^^eu^eooe wm carried on 
between libe pwrtki^ and tl|oiig)i its contents wei^e desftvoyed by Mn*. 
Browns on the ipornifig of the discoYery, still we shall autheaticate. 
the fact beyond suspicion.-^ Yoifc sbfill heai^ it froin the very meBsengef 
they entrusted — you shall hear frpm bim» lqo» th^lt the wilb and the 
adulturer both bound him to the strictest secrecy* f^toiice i^tabitshiiig 
their own coUusioD aud theii: victim's ignorance, provipg by the very- 
anxiety for concealmenty the iqipossibility of conniyance ^ so true it is 
that the conviction of guilt will often proceed even from the strat^gom 
for its security. Does onr proof rest here ? No-«*you shall have it fwfo. 
a gentleman of unimpeachable verncity* that the Defendant himself 
confessed the disoovery in his bed room-^*' J wUl fuve himf* sind hew 
*f ths trouJfle of proving it^-^ske teH^ in her shift and J ufm in my shin^^ 
I know $f erg well a Jury pill awurd damages agflin^t me^'HSfh Brawnet 
will he agree io compromise \in--he owes me some msM«y, and 1 will #M 
him the overplays in horses T Can you imagine anything more ahow** 
nable ^ he seduoe4 ^W ^^ friend tb^e idol of hi* soul, ^nd the mother of 
lus childfen, and when he was writhing under the recent womwil he 
deliberately offers iiim hrates in compensation I I will not deprecMs 
thjf cruelty by any comment ^ yet the very bru^ he woi|ld barter, fof . 
thai: unnatural n^other would have lost its life mther th^n desert iti 
effipring* Now» Gentlemen* what rational mind but must spurn the 
asseveration of innocence after this? Why the snxlety alMMit thn 
writing desk ? Why « clandestine correspondence witfi her husband's 
friend } Why remain at two different periods fiur a 4|iiarter of an hour 
together in a gentleman^s bed*chaniber with no other habiliment at 
one time than her bed-dress — at another than her shift. Is this custom- 
ary with the married fen^ales of this country ? Is this ^o be a prece- 
dent for your wives and daughters, sanctioned too by you, their parents 
and their husbands ? Why did he confess that a verdict for damagea 
must go against him, and mnkc^ 'Miie offer of that unleeii^g compsowipe ^ 
Was it lor (^ncealment ? Tbe tnmsactioM was as copPMP9ii as the air he 
li^reathed. Wiss it becanse he <fvas kmocent? Xhe yery offer was A 
ju^ifient by default; n distinct, undeniable corroboration of his guiU* 
Was '4 that tlie female's^haracter shnnld not suffer ? Gonid |here be il 
wore truinpet-tongiied proclamation of tier criminaJity ? Arte o^r witp 
nesses suboiyied ? L«t his army of counaal wit amd (ortuie them* C^^ 

they prove it ? Ohj yei, if it i^ piovabk, Jnr tlwmippoduce {bar bror 
tbei;--*in nor l^wds a.dafiH¥*g Pf^^^^ l'^ ^9X6^ ;)>ttt tben hoMr 
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afilicting»unnatttraT } in thein* the most consolatorftnd delightftd— the 
vindication of calumniated innocence, and that innocence, the inno- 
cence of a siflter. Such it the leading outline of our evidence— endenoe 
which yon will only wonder ia 00 convincing in a ca»e wlioae very na- 
tni« presuppoaea the moat cantioua aecrecy. The law, indeed. Gentle- ' 
men, duly ettimating the diflBcolty of final proof in this apeciea of ac- 
tion, has recognised the vaydity of inferential evidence; but on that 
anbject hia lordship must direct yon. 

Do they rely then on the ground of innocency ? If they do, I submit 
to you on the authority of law, that inferential evidence is quite soffi* 
dent ; and on the authority of reason, that in thia particular case, the 
inferential testimony amounts to demonstration. Amongst the iunu- 
nerable calumnies afloat, it has been hinted to me, indeed, that they 
mean also to rely upon what they denominate the indiscretion of the 
husband. The moment they have the hardihood to reaort to that, 
they of course abandon all denial of delinquency, and even were it folly 
proved, it is then worth your moat serious conaideratioo, whether you 
will tolerate such a defence as that It is in my mind l>eyond all en- 
durance, that any man should dare to come into a Court of Justice, 
and on the shadowy pretence of what he may term carekssnesi^ ground 
the most substantial and irreparable injury. Against the wimaaly 
principle of conjugal severity, in the name of civilized society, I solenm- 
ly protest — It is not fitted for the meridian, and 1 hope wiH never 
amalgamate itself with the manners of this country — it is the most un- 
generous and insulting suspicion, reduced into the moat unmanly andt 
despotic practice— 

^ Let barbaroiit nations, whose iohmiian lova 

IswiM desire, fierce as the suns they fed; 

Let Eastera (yrantt, ftom the light of Heaven 

Seclnde their bosom slaves, meanly poHessed 

Of a mcfe lifeless violated form-* 

While those whom love cenents in holy faith, 

Aad equal traosport, free as oatare live — 

DiadalDing fear.** 
But once establish the principle of this moral and domestic censor- 
ship, and then tell me where is it to hefpn ? Where is it to end ? 
Who shall bound — ^wbo shall deface it ? By what hitherto undisoover- 
able standard shdl we regulate the shades between scdemnity and 
levity? Will you permit this impudent eipimui^ upon your hooae* 
holds; upon the hallowed privacy of yourdomeatic houra; and for 
what purpose ? Why that the seducer and the adulterer may calculate 
the security of his cold-bhMxItd libertinism !— that he may ated like an 
npoD yonr honva of relaxation, and eonvert perhaps your eoK- 
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Adence )bIo Ihe instnivait of your ruio ! If this be once permitted «• 
. a ground of jnstifiefition, we may bid farewell at once to all the delight- 
ful intereoiirse of social life. SpamiBg as I do at this odious system of 
#rgaQized distrust, suppose the admission made, that my client was 
careless^ indiscreet^ culpable* If tbey will* in his domestic regulations, is 
it therefore to be endured, that every abandoned burglar, should seduce 
his wife, or violate bis daughter > Is it to be endured, that Mr. Blake, 
of all men, should rely on such an infamous and convenient extenua- 
tion ? i7(?— bis friend*— his gilest — his confident — ^he who introduced 
a spotless sister to thi* attainted intimacy — shall he say — I associated 
with you hourly— i-I affected your fiuailiarity for many years — I accom- 
punied my domesticated minister of religion to your family — I almost 
naturalized the nearest female relative 1 had on earth, unsullied and 
ttBmarried as she was within your household \ but — ^you fool — it was 
only to turn it into a brothel 1 Merciful God, will you endure him 
when he tells you thus, that he is on the watch to prowl upon the 
iveafcnesa of humanity, and that he audaciously solicits your charter lor 
sudi libertinism^ 

I hafvelipard it asserted also, that they mean to^irraign the husband 
aa a conspirator, because, in the hour of confidence and misfortune, he 
accepted a pi^offered pecuniary assistance from the man he thought his 
fHend. It is true be did so: but so^ I will say, criminally careful was 
lie of his interests, that he gave him. his bond — ^made him enter up 
JQdghi^ on that bond* and made him issue an execotion on that judg- 
ment ready to be levied in a day, that in the wreck of all, the friend of 
his boaesB should be at least indemnified. It was my impression, 
indeedf that under a lease of this nature, amongst honourable men, so 
fiv fimn aay uawamntable privilege created, there was rather a pecu- 
liar delicacy incumbent on the donor. I should have thought so still 
but for a Anghlfol expression of one of the Counsel on the motion, by 
which they endeavoured not to tri^ a Dublin Jury with this issue. 
What, exclaimed they^ in. all the pride of their e^^ble instructions^ 
^ a jMwr plmn/kiff and a rtc& defendant— is there nothing in that .«** No ; 
if my client's shiype dpes not belie his species, there u nothing in tA«<. 
I brave the aas^rtson as a calumny on human nature. I call on you, if 
foph an aUagation- be .repeated, to visit it with vindictive and over- 
whelming damages, I would appeal, not to this civilized assembly, 
bujt to 9m horde of savs^ges, whether it is possible for the most inhuman 
mowtor thua to ssfriflce to infamy* his character* his wife, his hoqBe, 

9s children 1 In the napie Qf possibility, I deny it^ in the. name of 
U I denounce it \ in the name of our common country, ami ouf 
natare^ lin^ore.of the learned Counsel not to promulgate 
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«udi a Mftttder up<»i both; btft I need not d^^to^^ihfb mtH of «4%^ 
cacy shonld iniiuce fhcm to the tfttenfit, memorf mmM. array their 
happy homes before them'; their Mfle chilclren would Inip its eontm- 
dictioii— %heir love-^^Qieir hearts— liieir inilidlAive IteNngs as Mlwn 
khd ashasbknds, wouTd rebel "n^itfatn fhetti, a«d wither up the h6iirid 
Iblasphemy upon thdr lipt. 

They witl find it difficult to paTfiate Mdh tQrpit<ide— I am avre I Bud 

it difficult to aggravate. It is in itsielf an byp^bole of wickedness 

'Honour, innocence, religion, fnendsfaip, all fhat is sanctified t>r 

lovely, or endearing in creation. Even that hallowed, social, rhall I 

hot say indigenons virtue ; that blessed liospitaHty, which fbfetgnenry 

could not detfiy, or for^i^ robbieryde^oil'; which, ^vlien all^lse'hlid 

pc^rished, ciMf a'blookn on our desolation, flin^ng tfs ridh^folmgeoi^ 

the national ruin, as if to hide the mdnameiit. While it gave a shdCer 

to the mourner ; even that withered aWay 'bdfore 'flris peMktoee ! >Bttt 

what do I say! was virtue m^ely the victim df this itdoMeteV^ 

*W6r8e, worse ; it was his infttrameiit ; even on tfae^br^kentiAlet oTtfie 

decalogue did he whet the dagger for this social a8saS8iiiittioii4*-s-Whftt 

will you say, when likiform you, 'that'a YeW ilMMiths {N!fiN^,iie went 

deliberately to the ba(^tisma1 fent With the 'waters df 'Hfe- to n^ge u e ri tte 

*lhe ittfaht' that, too w^ll could he avotacfa !t,'faadibe«n'boni iiiiihiU'Md 

he promised to t^ach it 0)fiStiilnity! And'Arprtm^lM'to^karOU 

'against ** the flesh T And lest' infinite mercy should OVitflboic the sifts 

<tf its adulterous fkther, seeking to milke'his'God'hhlpaMd^r, he-tfied'to 

damn it even with the Sacrameilt ! . . o • 

See then th« horrible atrocity ofthis case-asrit ((»ucff^*Hi«^A6ftndaht 
^-ibut how can you couht its miseries as Mlat^hing^'^'^pltflfitllt'! 
tie 'has suffered a pang the most 'ii guuiiSug 'te^httitfaii' si HM ii M Wiy* ' ^i t 
lias' been ii^'flicted by his friend, and infiictedbeiteMh'Msi^^Sf^teoili- 
tiiences at a period which c&ikts a dOobt'on'tfttt^le^Mhlsacy ^hls ^idill' 
«lren, and to crown aTl, ** imto hhua ioiris bonC''e^«M^itf««^tite4efra- 
ration, upOn "V^!!! etery shiDhig ctf'his estates hair beM«iitaiM^6y 
' settlement ! ' WhAt ' compensa^on can rqmse so ' tosfMiM^Mim ' sdf- 
terer? What solitary consbktimi is there^ in rei^^tve^fst 'Mai ? Isiit 
love ? Alas, there wa$ one whonT he adordd'ifHth'^tfl'ttHi: hearlV Mbk- 
Iry, and she deserted him. Is it frienhSMp' ? Theve^fiw ott^e^^fall 
the world whom he trusted, and that oner betrayed Uaa. I» it so^ty } 
The smile of others' happiness appears biit the efntaphidfftis -own. 'Is 
it solitude? ^Can he be alone while memory, striking- M ' fbesejpml- 
chre of his healrt; cHlls iiTtd exilstence the spectres 6f the ptt»t. ^ha#he 
ay for k^uge'^to his •* sacred bdmet" 'Every object th*ife« is ekkJdAt 
^hisruin! Sbalfheseeka ttouhtful s6l«ce iki'hto^difM]^^ 'Oh, 
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he lias fio diildren^there is the little ftivourite tfaatlihe litt tiafW4l» 
and there — there — even on its guileless features— there is the horrid 
saiile ot the adulterer ! 

O, 'Gentltoieh, snh I this day ouly the coutisel of my client ! no-^no 
•^I am the advocate of humanity — of yourselyes— your homes— your 
'wIves-'-yofin* fkmiKes-— your littie children. I am glad tlsat this cefae ex- 
hibibi such at)*c>city. Unmarked as it is by any tnitlgtitory feature, it 
may st«^ the frightful advaiuse of this csdamity ; it will he met now 
Ind marked with Teiigeance ; If it be not» farevinell to the virtues of 
your country ; fkrewell to all confidence between 'th)Ein and man ; fa-te- 
well to that misusfricious and. reciprocal tenderness, without which, mar- 
tiage is btif a c6nseci<aied curse. If oaths are to be rielkited ; feiwis dis- 
regarded^ friendship betrayed ^ humahit^^ trampled on; national !and 
individual honour stauied ; alid a ji^ry of father, and of husbands, will 
^ve' juch miscreancy a passport to' their own homes, and wives and 
daughterS'T-^aurewell to all that yet remains of Ireland ! But 1 will 
not cast such a doubt upon the character of my eoiiniry* Against the 
'sne^r of the'fbe, and tibe scepticism 6f the fbr^igtter, I Mil still-point 
to Uie domestic virtue that no perfidy could barter, and no bribery 
van purchase ; ttiat with a Roman usiige» at onoe embellish and con- 
secrate households, giving to the society of the hearth all the piitily 
of the altar; that lingering alike in the palace and the cottage, are 
still to £e found seattared over this land, Ibe' relic of what she was; 
the source, perhaps^ of what «he may be; t&e- lone, ^iiU stately, and 
magnificent memorials, that rearing their majesty amid surrounding 
ruins, serve at once as the lan^hnarks of the de][>aHed gfory, and the 
ibodtis by'wUdi the^ftittrremay beered£d« 

' l>f eserye those virtues with a vestal fidelfty ; M^k' this day by yoar 
Terdict, your horror at their prbfenation ;'<and believe m^ wbentke^ 
hand which records thit verdict >hkH be dtist, aiM the tongue that 
asks ittraceless in tiie grave, many ahappy faome'Willblesaits conse^ 

quences, and maiiy amdther teach heir little thM t<j hate the iiti|^ibu» 

*« .■■• , ' ' '•••• 

tveascffi of adultery I 
The Jury, after a mostf laborious investigation <tf twodays, found a 

Vcitiv^t for the t)efiendant 

i t .^.ll W.lll I ■■■[■■I »^^l^— >— .— ^— ^— — 

THE ADDRESS TO H.R.H. THE PRINCESS OF WALES 5 

DRAWN BY aiB. PHJlXlFfe 



Mojf it please Your Royal Highness^ 
We, the Roman Catholic people of Ireland, beg leave to offer our 
unfeigned congratulations on your providential escape from the con* 
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^piracy whieli so lately endaof^cred both vour life wad hommr*— a con- 
spiracy, unmauly in its motives, unnatural in its object, and unworthy 
in its means — a conspiracy, <^oihbining so monftrons an union of turpl* 
tude and treason, that it is difficult to say, whether royalty would have 
•uflfered more from its success, than human nature has from its concep- 
tion. Our allegiance is not less shocked at the infernal spirit, which 
would sully the diadem, by breathing on its most precious omaiment; 
the virtue of its wearer, ttian oqr best feelings are at the inho^table 
baseness, which would betray the innocence of a female in a land of 
strangers ! ! 

Deem it not disreispeciful, illustrious Ladyv th^t, fHrni a people pro- 
verbially ardent in the cause of the defenceless, tlte sheut of virtnous 
congratulatiou should r^eive a feeble echo. Our harp has long been 
unused to tones of gladness, and our hills but faintly ansv^er the Unusual 
accent. Your heart, however, can appreciate the silence inflicted by 
suffering ; and ours^ alas, feels hut too acutely, that the commiseration 
is sincere which flows from sympathy. 

Let us hope that, when congratulating virtue in yout- Iroyal person, 
on her signal triumph over the perjured, the profligate^ and the cejrrnpt, 
'we may also rejoice in the completion of its consequences. Let us 
liope that the society of your only child again solaces your dignified re- 
tirement; and that, to the misfortune of being a widowed wife, is Hot 
added the pang of being a childleM mother i 

•But if. Madam, our hopes are not fulfilled ; if, indeed, the cry of an 
indignant and unanimous people is disregarded ; console yourself with 
the reflection, that, though your exiled daughter may not hear the pre- 
cepts of virtue from your lips, she may at least study the practice of it 
4n your example. 
- - ... I.. I I . I I ■ I * ■ ■ ■ 
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I. 

HISTORtCAL CHARACTER OF NAPOLEON, 
BY CHARLES PHILUPS, ESa. 

He \t fftHetit'— *We mAf now paose before that splendid prodigy> 
wfek;h towered amongst us \\ke some ancient ruin, whose frown ter-^ 
rifred the gkmce its magnificence attracted. Grand, gtoomy, and 
peculiar^ he sat upon the throne, a sceptred hermit, wrapt in the so* 
fitade of his awful originality. A mind bold, independent, and 
deeisiTe; a will, despotic, in its dictated; an energy that distaHcM 
expedition, and a conscience pliabie to every touch of inter-esf> 
marked the outline of this extraordinary character, the most extras 
^rdin^ry perhaps, that, in the annals of this world, ever rose, or 
reigned, or fell. Flung into life in the midst of a revolution, that 
quickened every energy of a people who acknowledge no superior, 
he commenced his course, a stranger by birth, and a scholar by 
charity ; — with no friend but his sword, and no fortune but his ta«* 
lents, he rushed into the lists where rank, and wealth, and genidS 
had arrayed themselves; competition fled from him as from th» 
glance of destiny. He knew no motive but interest^— <he acknow* 
iedged no criterion but success — be worshipped no God but ambi- 
tion; and, with an eastern devotion, he knelt at the shrine of hi* 
idolatry.^ Subsidiary to this, there was no creed that he did not 
profess, there was no opinion that he did not promulgate; in the 
hope of a dynasty, he upheld the crescent; for the sake of a divorce, 
he bowed before the cross; the orphan of St. Louis, he became the 
adopte'd child of the Republic; and, with a parricidal ingratitude, 
on the ruins both of the throne and the tribune he reared the towet 
of his despotir^m ; a professed catholic, he imprisoned the Pope) a 
pretended patriot, he impoverished the country $ and^ in the name 
o{ Brutus, he grasped, without remorse, and wore, without shame,, 
the diadem of the Ceesars ! 

Through this pantomime of his policy, fortune played the clown 
to his caprices. At his touch crowns crumbled, beggars reigned^ 
systems vanished; the wildest theories took the colour of his whim, 
and all that was venerable, and all that was novel, changed places 
with the rapidity of a drama. Even apparent defeat asanmed the 
operations of victory-^his flight from Egypt confirmed his destiny; 
ruin itself only elevated him to empire. 



But, if his fortune was greats his genius was transcendant; deci- 
sion flashed upon his councils, and it was the same to decide and 
to perform. To inferior intellects, his combinations appeared utter- 
ly impossible, his plans perfectly impracticable ; but, in his hands, 
smiplicity marked their development, and success vindicated their 
adoption, ^^^is person partook of the character of his mind — if the 
one never yielded in the cabinet, the other never bent in the field. 
Nature had no obstacles that he did not surmounts— space no oppo- 
sition that he did uQt spurn; and, whether amid Alpine rocks, Ara- 
bian sands, or Polar snows, he seemed proof again.-t peril, and en- 
dowed with ubiquity 1 The whole Continent of Europe trembled 
at beholding the audacity of his designs and the miracle of their 
execution. Scepticism bowed to the prodigies of his performances 
•—romance assumed the air of history; nor was there aught too in« 
credible for belief, when the world saw a subaltern of Corsica wa- 
ving his flag over her most ancient capitals. All the visions of 
antiquity became common places in his contemplation— kings were 
his peoples-nations were his outposts — and he disposed of courts, 
and crouns, and camps, and churches, and cabinetsj as if they were 
the titular dignitaries of the chess-board ! 

Ajmid all these changes, . he stood as immutable as adamant. It 
matUfred little whether in the field or the drawing-room — with the 
HiQb or at the levee — wearing the Jacobin bonnet or the iron crown 
•—banishing a Braganza or espousing a Lorraine — dictating peace 
on a raft to the Czar of Russia,, or contemplating a defeat at the 
gallows of Leipzic— >be was still the same military despot. 
. Cradled in the camp, he was, to the last hour, the darling of the 
army. Of all his soldiers, not one forsook him, till afftiction was 
useless, and their first stipulation was for the safety of their favour- 
ite. — They knew well if he was lavish of them, he was prodigal of 
himself; and. that if he exposed them to peril, he repaid them with 
plunder. For the soldier, be subdued every people — to the people 
he made even pride pay tribute. The victorious veteran glittered 
with his gains, and the capital, gorgeous with the spoils of art, be- 
came the miniature metropolis of the upiverse . V^^^ ^^i^ wonderful 
combination, his afiectation of literature must not be omitted. The 
gaoler of . the press, he affected the patronage of letters — the pro- 
scriber of books, he encouraged philosophy— ihe persecutor of 
.authors, and the murderer of printers, he yet pretended to the pro- 
jection of learning!—- The assassin of Palm— the silencer of De 
Stael — ^^and the denouncer of Kotzebue — he was the friend of David 
«— the benefactor of De Lille— and sent his academic prize to the 
philosopher of £ngiand*. 

Such a medley of contradictions, and, at the same time, such an 
individual consistency, were never united in the same character.— 
A royalist — a republican, and an £raperor--4t Mahometan— a Ca^ 
tholic, and a patron of the synagogue— a subaltern and a sovereign 
^rr-a traitor and a tyrant— a Christian and an infidel* — he was, through 
all his vicissitudes, the same stern, potent, inflexible original— the 

^ Sir Hampliry IHvy had the first prize of the Academy of Sciences tramii 
milled to hi|i|. 



MHte mvaieriovs incimipTehennble seif-^the mam witkmu a moitl, 
mnd withaut a shadow. 

His fallj like bis life^ baffled all specolation. lu short, his whot« 
history was like a dream to the worlds and no man can tell how or 
why he was awakened from the reverie. Such is a faint and feeble 
picture of Napoleon Bonaparte, the first, and, it is to be hoped, the 
last. Emperor of the French. That he has done much evil there 
is little duubt — that he has been the urigin of much good there is 
just as little Through his means, intentional or not, Spain, Porta- 

fal, and France, have arisen to the blessings of a free constitution ; 
aperstition has found her grave iathe ruins of the inquisition; and 
the feudal system, with its whole train of tyrannic satellites, ha;i 
fled for ever. Kings may learn from him, that their safest study, 
as well as their noblest, is the interest of the people; the people 
are taught by him, that there is no despotism so stupendous against 
which ttiey have not a resource; and, to those who would rise upon 
the ruins of both, he is a living lesson, that if ambition can raise 
them from the lowest station, it can also prostrate them from the 
highest. 
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II. 

ANOTJBER CHARACTER OF NAPOLEON. 

There were some few things similar in the minds of the Great 
Frederick of Prussia and of Bonaparte. They both occasionally 
descended to the extremities of littleness. The very consciousness 
of superior powers will ^somtimes induce this descent. A great 
man will do, without blushing, that which a fool dare not do^ for 
very shame. This is on the principle of what Dr. Johnson calls 
** wasting our health to show how much we have to spare.'' — But 
neither of these men ever lost sight of the soldier. Frederick, when 
entertaining his friend, the Elector of Saxony, gave him a small 
Magdalen of Raphael. " You shall give me a troop of horse for 
it/' said he. Yet he never generously paid his wounded officers. 
He thought only of those who had services to render. He mea« 
sured no enemy but in relatiun to the purposes which he could ef^ 
feet. He regarded his kindred only for their services; and his 
friends only for their amusement. While he starved his relations, 
he would give a ducat for a cherry. He loved nobody during his 
life so well as hisi greyhounds; and died talking of his pine apples. 
One might here suppose that ihe Great Frederick had a mind as 
diminutive as an oyster. But this were a vulgar error. He aimed 
at».^ared for no greatness but military greatness. — Men were 
welcome to usurp and divide all other fame as they chose. The 
world, to him, had nothing to give but victory and empire ; and 
when he most esteemed Voltaire, he would have sold him, in. the 
hour of need, for a private soldier. One circumstance which served 
to brutalize the whole mass of Frederick's feelings, was his indiffer- 
ence to sexual affection. Without this, man has no mistress but 
glory-^ali other passions visit him but as the caprice of the moment. 
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BEmapsrtt> as a sovereign^ bad a more dark and !fiirotved lAattc* 
ten That he had a natural kindness of heart, Whi)ch Fk^edttrklt 
wanted^ none but the Tulgar and prejudiced will deny« He h^ a 
wife and chiid. But why not stipulate for their society p.^^\¥iil be 
asked. Perhaps he stipulated in vain. Or^ on the contrary, hurled 
itmn power, humiliated to the dust, and taunted with e^om, ^ii^ 
gmted with the want of faith in some, and shocked at the ingratt- 
tode of others, he could better t>ear to meet any one than the beings 
be loved. Scorn had ho yenom in others equal to the sligbteH 
ibade of a lowered estimation in them. It is said of him, that whett 
be retarned from the frightful disasters of the campaign in Rus^a^ 
be manifested considerahle tardiness in going to the Empress; btit, 
having seen her, he could scarcely be induced to quit her company. 
During his last visit to Paris, every part of his household is said to 
bave received particular marks oi kindness and attention, though^ 
beyond the placid sphere of his home and the circle of some few 
favoured friends, every thing irritated and disturbed him. He felt 
the energy of capricious France ebbing from his wayward fortune. 
He was descending, for all the value of life, upon such friendships 
a» be had elicited ; and a more lively impression of their value was 
enforced upon him. If he now feels, as men commonly would in 
bift situation, be must feel an earnest desire to recover his power. 
But he will use no precipitate and crude means. Slowly and wa- 
rily will he proceed. Should he recover himself, the world Will 
bave a terrible accoant to settle with him. If we take such anec^ 
dotes as are told of him, in the extremes of his power and of his 
degradation, some inferences of bis character may be drawn. On 
the first night of his entrance into Moscow, after so me hours of 
driving sleet and snow, a calm and brilliant sky succeeded. The 
beavens were serene : but the earth presented a terrific scene of 
outrage, murder, robbery an^i conflagration. Moscow appeared, 
aa the bulletin stated, '* an ocean of flame! ^'—Napoleon surveyed 
the wild scene from the battlements of the Kremlin. One of his 
attendants observed that it was sublimely terrible. " It was a large 
fire,*' said he, *» and there is plenty of wood in the country*.** 
Amaxement never for a moment absorbed him. His mind's eye 
travelled tranquilly, amid universal death and disaster, from effects 
to their causes. He saw nothing in battle but the success or failure 
of certain points of combination, as in a game of chess. Did yoa 
name the value of life ? '* Men die every where.** he repiiesf. 
The cold philosophy of power in such scenes chilled his heart to^ 
wards all common sensations. He was never so cool as when in 
contemplating eminent success. Those who have carried him the 
news of victory, have frequently supposed that he had learnt it be« 
fore, or that he did not credit them. It warmed ho feature of bis 
Countenance;— it^lit up no additional lustre in his eye. This was 
not indifference: he had acquired a habit of subduing ordinary 
emotions. Defeat and error enraged him towards those arckind 
bim: but they never had power to hurry him into any'efiR>n8 to 
repair disaster. His intemperance never extended itself to hk 

* Nemiy the whole of the houses were built almost cxdnsively of woocL 

t The reply to General Monet. 



dUm or r^toQfces^ ss a General* Let tis look to the course of kis 
U^IiagSj when the tlmnderbolt of his fortune was expended* He 
ha4 recourse to bo dFibUing efibrts on whkh to hang the lingeruig^ 
flaiDO of military hope. He negociates the plan of his retfeat 
ynkk .the precision of an attorney, who leaves nothing unprovicM 
for. Within bis dark and scowling hearty every passion crouchedi 
to diacip^Une. TriiQes only disturbed him. The oience of an to« 
a^ention oa the part of an attendant, %vould convulse him with 
rage; bat if tjie world burst from under hiafeet, and he had a place 
to stand upon, he would regard it through his eye-^glass as an e'Sm. 
periBdent in natural philosophy. When he issued his orders. firoM 
tbe Kremlin^ the whole power of hts extraordinary mind was in 
full activity^ Thofigfat passed on thought with the rapidity of 
llghtniiig; and his comprei^hension would seem to grasp the sphere* 
SkftI when he dandled the young King of Rome, he would joke with 
tkui a«irse on the misbehaviour of her unconscious charge; aEid 
^etseant on tbe composition of pap« The father displaced the war« 
rior and the statesman. The sceptre shrunk into a coral, and tjie 
viportd into a nnrsery-room-^-and Bonaparte's happiest hours may 
have been those when be watched his infantas first essays to walk 
from the knee of its mother to that of it's father. Did time suoi* 
moa bim to aSairs of State? Hd resumed the plumed hat and the 
regal mind together. [The Newi*^ 



III. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF NAPOLEON, WRITTER 
SOON AFTER HIS MARRIAGE WITH MARIA LOUISA, 
BY MB. WALSH, OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The person of Bonaparte has been so often described, that I need 
not enter into particulars on this point. He was quite corpulent at 
this period, and is now, as I am informed, still more robust. He 
wore^ on this occasion, a plain uniform coat, with the imperial in« 
signia, and the cross of the legion of honour. His hair was without 
powder, and cropped short. I saw him in various situations after- 
wards, and received uniformly the same impressions from his coun- 
tenance. It is full of meaning, but does not altogether indicate 
the true character of his soul. His eye is solemn and gloomy, and 
exceedingly penetrating: but it baseless of savage fierceness, and 
of fire, than one would expect. The whole physical head, how- 
ever, is not unsuitable to the station or nature of the individual. 



^* His warlike mind, his soul devoid of fear, 
*< His high-deiigniQg thoughts are figarM there 



■»> 



Hit limba are well-proportioned, and remarkably strong and 
mMcnlftr. His personal activity is indefatigable, and his personal: 
courage has never been questioned. I have seen him several times 
on horseback* almost always in full gallop. He displays no grace 
ki this position* but is universally admitted to be one of the most 
adbrenUuroiMi as well as skilfol riders in his dominions. 
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' Thett ii no.inan» as I am well informed, vitott paltent of filt4g(itf| 
or more willing to encounter it in any situation. His habits as to 
diet are not at all abstemious^ and yet by no means that of an epi- 
core. He eats roraciously, and with the greatest celerity, of what- 
CTer is placed before him; drinks largely of cofiee at all hoars of 
the day, and takes an immense quantity of snofF. I bad under- 
stood, before I arrived at Parisj that he appeared but seldom in 
public, and then with multiplied precautions for the security of bis 
person. This, however, is certainly an incorrect statement. He 
exposes himself without any appearance of apprehension, aad in 
situations in which his life might be at once asnailed by a tbonsand 
hands. I have seen him in an open carriage, in the midst of a 
population of fifty thousand souls, in the park of St. Cloud. 

I was prompted by a very natural curiosity to make many en- 
quiries concerning the domestic temper and habits of "the Cssar 
of Caesars," as Bonaparte is now denominated in the joarnafo of 
Paris. My sourcecof information were among the best, and the 
following is the summary of the copious details, which were given 
to me on this subject:— From tiis earliest youth, his disposition was 
haughty, vindictive, overweening, 'ailri ambitious. This character 
he oisplayed at the siege of Toulon, where he first distinguished 
himself in such a manner, as to induce hl3 commander in chief, 
Dugommier, to make this remark, in speaktng'of him to one of the 
commissaries of the convention ; " Let that ydling nan engage 
your attention; if you do not promote him, I c^n answer for it, 
that he will know how to promote himself.^' Wliipn he was ap- 
pointed, at the early age of twenty-five, to the cod^andofthe 
army of Italy, he betrayed no emotion, either of surpriste or of dif- 
fidence, at so sudden and dangerous an elevation, an(l answered 
those, who indulged in some remarks concerning his yoiiYh, in this 
way : " At the expiration of six months, I shall either pe an old 
general or a dead man.'' ^ 

Even in his boyhood, Bonaparte was passionately devotedly ^^^ 
military science, and took part with his young comrades in 1^^^ 
exercises only as presented the most lively images of war. *■ 

He was not without social qualities in the earlier stages ofl|^^' 
military career, and, even after his elevation to the first post ofll'^^ 
army, could occasionally soften the natural tameness and solemi^j^ 
of his manner, into an affable and communicatire ease, which rer' 
dered his conversation somewhat attractive. He often indulge^ 
himself, when first consul, after the public repasts of the TbuiHerie^ 
in copious narratives concerning his campaigns in Egypt, abo^ 
which he was extremely fond of talking. But on his accession il^ 
the imperial dignity, these glimmerings of the spirit of gentlene^jj* 
and courtesy were seen no more, and the innate dispositions of th^ 
man were displayed without disguise or control. 

The consummate abilities of Bonaparte, both as a general and 4 
statesman, are now universally acknowledged. Until a few year^ 
past, his enemies were unwilling to allow him that supremacy w 
genius which he undoubtedly possesses, and to which every indiT 
▼idual, with whom I conversed on this subject in Paris, bore tb« 
amplest testimony. None of bis counsellors^ no Amctionaries of his^ 
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Korenment approack htm, withoat feeling (he ascendancy of lilt 
mmd} and there are bat few abont his person, who can penetrate 
Into the recesses of his policy. His thoughts are perpetually occq- 
pied by rast schemes or conquest, and busied in all the most subtle 
nfinements of elaborate fraud. His great strokes of policy, as well 
as the movements of his armies, originate with himself, and he dis- 
plays no less skill than despotism in the application of the talents 
of othiers to his own purposes. 

' His ministers, however able or profligate, are scarcely equal to 
embrace, either the vast compass, or the gigantic depravity of hit 
ambition. Although decorated with splendid titles, and enriched 
with an ample share of the public spoil, they are, nevertheless, the 
most miserable and laborious slaves in existence, under the inflex* 
ible dominion of the most capricious and insolent of all masters* 
They suffer personal indignities without number, and are at no one 
moment secure of the favour, upon which they know their exist- 
ence to depend. If the foreien enterprises of Bonaparte, as well as 
the internal organization of his empire, be attentively examined, 
it will be perceived that he acts, in almost all instances, from a pro- 
found knowledge of the history of mankind, and of human nature, 
nnder all its phases. There is scarcely a successful device, in the 
catalogue of the means employed by conquering nations for the 
extension of their dominion, or by the Philips, the Caesars, the 
Constantines, and the Charlemasnes, for the consolidation of their 
power, of which he will not be found to have made a skilful and 
efficacious use. 

He has never felt, and is incapableof feelinc, any influence, teU 
cnlated to frustrate the views of his ambition, but that of an impe- 
iuons temper. To female blandishments he is utterly insensible, 
as far as they tend to subjugate the mind, although he has never 
deserved the reputation for continency, which he has enjoyed be- 
yond the limits of Paris. Josephine possessed not the slightest 
ascendant over his decisions, or bis inclinations, in any one ^oint; 
nor will the present Empress exert any larger share of influence, 
wbatever may be the superiority of her titles to deference or to 
love. For the whole house of Lorraine he cherishes an inexttn« 
guishable hate, and meditates the most complete destruction. Mo* 
tives of state policy alone led to this union, and they alone will 
regulate his deportment towards the Austrian princess, who was 
sacrificed, nnavailingly sacrificed, to the preservation of her father^s 
crown. 



IV. 
ACCOUNT OF THE REMARKABLE RISE AND DOWN. 

FALL OF THE LATE GREAT KAN OF TARTARY : 
fFUk the itUl more ttmarkvbU Fandet that took posse$$i9H ^ ike 
Htadi ofiwme of ki$ Antugomsti. — Very curious msd ueeeMMty 
to be kmonm, ni order to a complete HUtoru of tke fkraent auir- 
velhuM 7iMies.-.BY THE EDITOR OF THE EXAMINER. 

St7€H of onr readers as have noticed the subject to us, have ex- 
pressed a graal desire to hear something further, if possible, respect- 
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;iog[ the lufwdom, cdled Hing^liiid, an isUnd lyiOjB i>ff the cout of 
Chioa, of waicb, together with tbestraoge proceedingt of its Prmce^ 
JbetAvok* we gave an account some time aj^o. We are happy 
to take advantage of the present holidays* which are enjoyed in 
some way or other by politicians as well as other men, and oblige 
ourselves, as well as them, by doing so. People are apt to knpw 
themselves better by finding actictfis resembling their own in the 
conduct and history of other nations. We think nothing of wear- 
ing white grease and powder in our hair : but we are apt to be 
startled when we hear of other nations plastering theirs with red ; 
and as it is the same with fifty other fashions* so it may be with 
more serious matters. However* we are not going to moralize.— 
Our business i^ historical matter of fact; and no part of the world 
can be indifferent to us, now-a-days* especially in the new con- 
nexion we are about to open* or try to open* with one of the coua* 
t^ies of which we are going to speak. 

The reader will remember that we represented Hing*landl as h»- 
▼ing suddenly been missed from the sea* owing to the Prince 
above-mentioned and his companions* who, in a strange intoxica- 
tion of mind* had passed their time in boring a hole through it ! 
It since appears* however* that the submersion was only temporary* 
or rather an ocular illusion* contrived by Providence, to bring 
the said persons to their senses. Things, indeed, have since been 
ffreatly altered there* though not altogether on that account. The 
nets are as follow : The Hing Government, it appears* had long 
been at war with Tartary* on account of a new dynasty raised in 
the latter country^ which they professed to oppose on the ground 
of ^ts inordinate ambition* alleging* that no part of the Eastern 
world was safe from it. Nor was the accusation unfounded ; for 
the Tartar Kan* Nah»Po*Le£*Hon, had, in fact, not only con- 

3«ered all the kings about him, except that of Hing-land* but had 
eposed several, to make way for bis own family. One of his hro- 
thers, for instance* named Jp-ziF* was put to reygn over Siam; an- 
other, Jb-KUM, over Aracan; a third was made King of Assam* 
but resigned the crown; and his son-in-law* called Hu-JbeK* 
acted as Vice-roy of Tibet« from the chief city of which the Gr^nd 
Lama* or Man*God of that country* had been expelled*' and the 
Kan^s infant Son made Teshoo in his stead. 

On the other hand, the Hing Gorernment was as little candid^ as 
the other aggrieved States with reeard to the remaining causes of 
their hatred to the new dynasty and to the Tartar peop& in gene- 
ral. The fact was* that the Tartars had not long since put an end 
ta the dynasty called Bo-Ue-Bono; that is to say* in English* the 
dynasty of th^ Poor-BoneS| a coincidence in sound* by the way* 
which we recommend to the learned in national origins* who will 
doubtless discover* in consequence* some remarkable c<mnection 
betWeen England and Tartary; probabi v that we all came ff om 
the latter country ; which is the more likely; inasmuch as the Tar- 
tars ride 0* horses as we do, take snuiF* ana are credibly said to lie 
down when thev go to sleep. But not to digress from our subject* 
-^he Tartars having put an end to the dynasty ef the Poor 
Bones, proceeded to introduce various popular reforms into the 



n 

Qovermient, and altogether showed themsetres to inditpoted to a 
Tftriety of prejudices recehred with great rererence orer the East, 
that tne surrounding Princes bitterly attacked thenij and insisted 
that they should set up the next person of the discarded dynasty ; 
which so angered the new Independents, that they fell with great 
fury oh all sides of them, and soon made the Soyereigns cry for' 
mercy. A series of victories, however, aided by their natural ra- 
nity, and the evident and continual jealousy witn which an oppor* 
tunity was watched for revenge, spoilt theTartars in turn ;» they 
raised their GeneraUin-Cbief to the throne, and as they had fought 
in the first instance for liberty, now went about fighting for con^ 
quest. The new Kan succeeded, as we have mentioned. He gave 
thrones to his brothers. He first obliged the Grani» Lama to 
crown him, and then made him stop where he Was, and live in a . 
tent 4t only for a human being. He had a guard of Europeans, to 
show the extent of his warlike travels. He adorned his palace 
with the choicest pictures, imaGres, and other curiosities, from every 
city he had conquered, some o?the former of which ab-iolutely had 
perspective. He was flattered by every prince but one^ who had 
formerly opposed him, and fairly covered with their decorations,-— 
one sending him the order of the Dragon, another that of the Bell, 
and another that of the Sacred Pigtail. In short, he was looked upon 
as the greatest Prince who had appeared in the East since the tima 
of Genghis, whom indeed he affected to call to mind; and thbo^ 
the Hing Government still held out against him, it was at length 
regarded as a hopeless business, inasmuch as he succeeded in ob* 
taining in marriage the daughter of the Emperor of ChiKA^ the 
oldest house in Asia. This feeling was redoubled, when the young 
Princess, whose name was Loo-Hbb*Sa, brought him the son abova 
mentioned. His dynasty was now reckoned firmly established : 
what especially cotitriboted to its security, was his having put an 
end in other countries to all the despotic and superstitious customf 
that did not interfere with his own views— »the PooR-BoNBS, who 
had long taken refuge in Hing, had lost every thing, it was clear, 
but their appetites; and Nah-Po-Leb»Hon, upon the strength 
of his security, consninmated the grandeur of his station, by grow- 
ing fat and corpulent. 

But what is man ? ** Are we not," as the celebrated poet SHAM 
observes, in his reflections on mortality, " Are we not fi&t to-day 
and thin to-morrow^'^ ** Does not the longest pigtail," says No* 
WuN, •* soonest reach the ground ?** *' Nay," as the same perfect 
poet remarks, '' is there not a pitch even of corpulence, which 
upon the whole it is as well not to attain to ?'* The Kan of Tar- 
tary, not content with reminding his neishbours of Genghis, and 
with being addressed by sovereigns without daring to look in his 
face, just if they had been but so many Mandarins, must surpass 
that conqueror and every other, and so contrived to pick a quarrel 
with the Emperor of lx>bolski, who reigned amidst snow and ice, 
at the very extremity of the northern continent. To make the ex* 
ploit complete, he even set out on hts>campaign in winter ; and 
nobody indeed knows what might have been the result, had not 
such an intense eo|d come on, accompanied with storms of snow. 



IbaA the fingen of the Tartars, when they afctempled to take siuiflL 
frose to their faces ; multitudes lost their way and were picked cSp 

Esrtly by the Tobolskians and more by the frost; and the Great Kan 
inself, in bis usual hurry to dispatch things, rode up full butt 
against the city of Irkutsk, and gave himaelf a knock-me-down blow . 
on the spot. The consequence was, the flight of the rest of hit 
amy> followed by his own; for, recovering hiinself after a whU# 
be resumed his usual expedition, and, outstripping his soldiers 
arrived, through clouds of assailants^ at his chief city, Samarcand* 
where it is said, quietly seating himself, he took a pinch of warm 
snuff, and said, " This is much better than in Tobolski.'' His ad* 
mirers (for he still had some, as he had not lost every thing) said 
thut this was a proper piece of inflexibility, becoming a soldier of 
greali views; but the old dynasty kings, and their friends, said it 
was mere uofeelingness, and quoted the examples of their osm 
ancestors, who, after seeing their subjects cut up, on similar occa* 
sions> always looked very grave and devout. 

It will easily be imagined that these princes did not lose the pre* 
cious opportunity offered them. They were now grown a little 
wiser. They talked no more of their favourite dynasties, and of an 
oki idol they worshipped, called JusDT-ViMUM ; that is to say,ia 
English, tbe DiviNE Hum ; but cried out for revenge against the 
Kam's ambition and anti- public behaviour, and roused a general 
spirit accordingly, which had never looked so favourably for their 
cause. They collected together instantly, hung upon tbe rear of 
his army, drew all his remaining vassals from him but one, and 
makitig gradual progress, for he again went out to meet them, pro* 
oeeded to give him final battle at the walls of his own city. £v«a 
there» however, intimidated by the resistance he and his people 
made, they were induced, in spite of all their long hopes and ran* 
Gear, to offer him terms of peace ; and even then, stimulated by 
the same ambition which had hitherto prospered in proportion t^ 
its daring, he refused them. He fought and lost. Why need we 
dwell, upon particulars? his Generals forsook him : he abdicated 
the throne ; the promises of his enemies vanish with their sficcess ; 
the grinning image of old Jusi>Y*ViNtTM, with a death's bead ia 
one hand, a scourge in the other, and a man under his feet, is placed 
ikf mgfkin in Samarcand ;— .in short, the PooR-BoiiBa are recalled 
to the throne; while he himself, for they still feared him, sent him 
to live in an island, where it was thought he must inevitably lose 
both his fat and his renown. 

Who now rejoices but every Prince in Asia, and wbo so merry 
above all as tbe Prince of Hi NO and his Ministers? AH over 
Hin^i and China, and every where else, there was nothing but tbe 
ringing of bells and the lighting of lantfaorns. The lovers of liber* 
ty, indeed, some of whom had been creduloos enough to believe 
the promises of the Kings, began to exclaim against them again ; 
for being now quite freed from their apprehensions, and able to do 
as they really wished, they becaa playksg tbe very same game 
with thrones and countries as NAH*Po-LEa*HoN had done, — ^gi- 
ving one to this friend, and taking away t'other from that eaeiny i 
but the neoesiity for liberty's assistanca bad gone by; and whai 
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with Ibe tergiToesaldaM of «om« of iti pU friends, the dospaiAmEHij' 
of otiieri^ and the ahootingB of all the totdiers in Asia* except |ho. 
Tartars, its Toice was no more regarded than it osed to be i^ fijra|» 
Weill— ^we musk wait a little, nevertheless^ for an account of Um 
rijoicings of the Prince of Hi NO and his Ministers j^ for,lo and be** 
hold, all of a sudden, with a thunderclap^ comes a fine apparition^ 
—no less than Nah-PO-Lbb*Hon himself, as fat and free-looking 
aa ever. Landed in Tartary,and walking up to Samarcand, swinging, 
his sleeve about, as if nothing had happened !-*The old restored. 
Kan Loo-Hiss, with the reat of the Poor-Bonks, makes his i6» 
^eat as quickly as possible^*— we say as possible, for it must be al^ 
lowed, in eandonr, tbat he had been an accomplished diner^and*. 
contrary to the general cast of the family, was unwieldy enough 
to be impressively handsome. Off' however he goes ; and the Gre«kt 
Kak sits down with his usual face, to take h*^ pinch of sao0^ an^; 
ask about the state of the Tartar swords and horses. 

It n easy to conceive the feelings of all the Sovereigns. Itlookw 
ed clear that he was welcome back, and that he had now got an- 
other chance for reigning ; but they could not, they thought* re* 
treat in decency, after all their iriumpb ; and, besides, Nau-Po^ 
LSB-HoN was now making popular professions iti his turn. Ha, 
had always spoken very contemptuously, in private, of the idola? 
i^rous worship of Fo, which be oited to couple with the profaxm 
word "Nonsense,'' saying, whenever it was mentioned tohim^^'Fol 
Nonsense!'' He^ow added to this a particularly contemptuous men* 
tion of old JusDY-ViNUM, whom he even publicly pulled by the 
beard : so that it was thought that, in addition to the .public im- 
provements, which in some respects were inevitably connected 
with his cause, be would get into the new ambition of reigning Hk^ 
the Prince of a free people, and outwitting opposition in that way* 
Fresh preparations therefore were made for arms.' The troops of 
Hing*Land and the people called the Pru-8hans, who had been 
]nrticttlarly odious to the Tartars for their having entered theif 
territories formerly with great circumstances of cruelty, and whOf 
is mosi'be owned, had been pretty retribuuvely handled in rf^n, 
were |he first in the fie|d^<««ihe former under, the command of a 
general named Vsi«*HiNa-ToNO, who had gained great repata^ 
Siei^ in Siam ;«-^he latter under that of a very fierce old mlow> 
eaUed« for his singular doggedness in battle, Blu-Cbbe ; that is 
to. say, the Blp b Cub. 

Nah-Po-Leb-Hon however,^ who, if other jpeople lost not a 
minute's time, lost not a second's, was. in the field before they ea« 
p^ted him, and succeeded in attacking the Pru-Shans separately, 
first. It is not exactly known what the Kolao VBL*Hillo«ToJK6> 
Was about : but it is generally believed that be had fallen upmk Ot 
aet of ladies with soch exquisitely small and tottering feet, that t^ 
conU not help tottering about with them ;— an amiable infirmity^ 
bat rather ont of season ^nst then. Be this as it may, Nah-Po* 
Lbb-Hom drove the Pru-Sbans hack ; and then the troops of Bivm^ 
ImoA succeeding, attacked tk^m. But here he found a very dioe^ 
rant business. It was not that VBL-HiNO-tToHO) with all bin 
devefiMsSf was lo graat a Genefal, f«r it was clear by bit aot hft* 
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i4lig been readier, and by bis being compelled to bear tbe hnmi 
df all that the others chose to do, that he was not ; but the meil of , 
Htng were a sturdier race than the Tartars, for they were freer and 
bad better habiu> and as Vbl-HiMO-Tono partook enough of the 
nature of his countrymen to let them eyince all their courage and 
•leadiness, the Tartar could make hardly any more impression upon ' 
them than upon so many rocks ; till, just as ingenuity on one side, 
ik physical force on the other must have been exhausted, up come 
the Pru-Shans again under the Blub Cub, and decide the fortune 
of the day. Nah-Po*Leb-HoN again flies to Samarcand, is again 
pursued, again abdicates, and finally, to consummate the glory of 
the men of Hing, delirers himself into their hands, and comes off* 
their coast in a Hing vessel. All the junks belonging to the nation' 
wktm to bring the people out to see him ; and there be stands me 
on the deck, as firm and as fat as ever, making salutation occasion* 
ally to the Hing ladies. <«Ho!'' as one of them observed, «'but' 
he was a very taking sort of a captive." In short, i|t was doubted, 
it seems, especially by the Prince of Hing, whether a man so 
iafc would not have made too great an impression; and so, as the 
Poob Bonbs were again restored, and it was intended to exalt 
old JusDT-VlNUM more than ever, it was thought proper to refuse^ 
Mm an asylum, and send him to an island a mn^h greater way off 
than the last ; and there, till some new enemy of Htng's, or a new 
Insarrection, somehow or other, may release him, there he now 
is, looking as jolly, thejr say, as of old, and taking his snuff and his 
reverses with equal inflexibility. 

• Well,— now then, assurance being doubly sure, what bot the 
feasts and the lanthoms again P Out they come once more; and 
the bowings, and scrapings, and flourishing of compliments are 
performed over again; the worship of old Jusdt-Vinum is more 
openly practised ; a leading Tartar or two is sacrificed to him, and 
•ome of the Gband Lama's adorers even call out for another day 
of Bab«Thau-Lum-Hu, which was an anniversary on which a 
Bdassacre took place in Samarcand. 

But who so merry again as the Princb of HiNO and his 
Minsters P Our readers may remember that, when we last 
mentioned this personage, we left him and his companions prac* 
tiring that alarming freak, which they took into their heads^ of 
boring a hole through the island of Hing, and so threatening 
it with dissolution. They had begun to practise this portentous 
joke of theirs again, though not with 8U(:h vigour as before,' but 
left it off, and their cups too, for a while, at the noise of what was 
going on in Tartary. We described, it may be remembered, tbe 
extravagancies of the Pbincb of Hi no with regard to dress, and 
other matters; and in this respect also the calamity threatened to 
the island had had its use, the said extravagancies not taking effect 
among the upper classes, and being universally acknowledged ibr 
what they ware. Bot he and his companions endeavoured to make 
up tbe lott in other ways; and the Ministers here joining with 
thetii, the pranks became ludicrous beyond measure. They realljr 
fcncted that whatever the snows and other disasters in Tobolski 
had done^ and whatever had been achieved in particular by their 
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conntrymeir ti.ttie 1a«l moment, ih^', they Ihenueliref^pcfiofidty 
tpeakinr, had been the overthrowen of the Gkxat Kan. It "m 
•iip|K>sed that the disorder arose from their baying drank a little 
too much during a visit which the Emperor of ToBOLSKi and othefs 
paid them; but, be this as it may. they all fell into the oddest ima- 
ginations. One thought himself a whole army of men; another 
fancied he was the wall of the city of Irkutsk ; and a third, by 
some ingenious contrivance of the imagination, took himself for a 
fall of snow. You would have died to see the attitudea into which 
the latter threw himself; — he Would rise on tip-toe, and bending: 
forward, hang his head and arms archways in the most ridiculous 
manner, and fancy he saw Nah«Po*Lbb-Hon buttoning himself 
up, and blinking away underneath. This, we are told, was the 
Mandarin Kah-Stlsb-Ra. The army of men was a Mandarin 
of the name of G«Na-KiMO-SoNo, who would remind those, about 
him, with a great air of triumph, that he wanted to march to Stf- 
marcand some, years ago; and then he would plant himself bolt 
upright, and winking his eyes, belabonr his face all the while with 
his two fists, as if he wete tiring t)ut a whole army of blows. The 
wall, they say, was Jkb^Avok himself; and very mural and 
inflexible would he look, standing stock still, and getting one of 
the pourt scribes to personate Nah-Po-Lbe-Hok, and run smack 
up against him, so as to knock himself down,r-at which he would 
•ay, breathing a^ gently as he could contriye, and assuming aU the 
satisfaction of aspect which he thought becoming in awaHir— 
'' There, you see how it is/' 

It is in vain some of the Hing people suggest oh these occasions, 
that both facts and appearances go against them;*«it is in Tain they 
represent, with whatever humility, to my Lord Gbho^Kingh 
;SoNG, that he really is not a host in himself,— or to the Mandarhi 
KAH-STliBE-RA, that there is no possibility of his being at on^ 
what he is, and yet coming over you in the manner he pretends* 
They are not unwilling perhaps to allow that their Master may be 
mistaken; but as to themselves, they are perfectly sure ho^ it is^ 
and then my Lord GbN6*Ki no-Song looks infinite things at you^ 
and bit brother Mandarin puts on such a chilling and yet, at the 
same time, melting aspect, that you are glad to retreat, which he 
instantly takes for a. proof of his pretensions. This is the deploie* 
ble way they are in the present writing; and what is very shame* 
ful,.some unlocky wags, who know better, have encouraged thimi 
in the notion lately, by means of their profession, as scribes; so 
tt)uit> during the Feast of Lantborns, they have been playing such 
entics as there is no describing, and eating and drinking to eacjb^ 
cither in the characters, of 5»oii;, Army, and Wall, like the men in 
the play of our mat European Poet. 

We suppose the truth must come out, some how or other, at the 
approaching meeting of the Hing Representatives; but it is said 
that the patients are resolved, in spite of all advice^ to stick totheit 

Eretensions in »Jit assembly, of all others; and that Jbe-AvoH 
as even ordered a dress for the occadon, which is the most oddly 
characteristic in the worJd, and as complete a piece of building as 
can be imagined. 
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MB. PHlLUPSfS 8PMBCBE8, ^e. 

MEW EOmONSU-PRICE SIXPENCE EACH. 

L Mr. PHILLIPS'S Eloquent SPEECH on the DETHRONE. 
MENT of NAPOLEON, the Sute of IRELAND, the Dangers of 
England, and the Necessity of an immediate PARLIAMENTARY 
REFORM, delivered at a Public Dinner giren to him at LIVER- 
POOL 31 St October, 1816. With other Proceedings at the meet- 
ing, and a POEM by him. 

II. Mr. PHILLIPS'S SPEECH on SEDUCTION, in Cdnnaghtan 
▼. Dillon, at Roscommon, verbatim ; with " Irish Oratory and 
Scotch Reviewing," being a Defence, by an Irishman, of Mr. Phil- 
lips's celebrated Speech }n Guthrie v. Sterne, for Adultery, tk/t 
aplendid eloquence of which is fully equalled by his new speech. 

III. Mr. PHILLIPS'S celebrated SPEECH in GVTHElt t. 
Stb«ne for Aduiiery. 

IV. Mr. PHILLIPS'S LETTER to the EDINBURGH REVIEW 
In defence of the abute Speech; with the CRfTIClUE from the 
ISdinburgh Retiew, Verba$im. 

V. Mr. PHILLIPS'S TWO SPEECHES on the CATHOLia 
Question. 

VL Mr. PHILUPS'S SPEECH et 6ALWAY ib O'Mituan w. 
M<K0BKll«li for De/mMaiiim, &c. 



In OctftTO^MpriQie One Shilling and Sizpeooe* 

NAPOLEON and the SPOTS IN THE SUN, or, the R TB 

Waltz, and who waltsed vrith him— and where. A Poetical 
Flight, with Notes tarionim. By SYNTAX 61DR0PHEL, F.S.A. 

i To G_« the P— — e R— -t great whiskers, 

* And subjects and coats without faults; 
* May his friends and his tailors improve, 

' And, oh, may he never more waits 

* But wheA he can do it sec, Siai./* 



POLITICAL FACETLS. 

With e Design, by Cniikshank, coloured, FHce JSapencc, 

The APPEARANCE of an APPARmON to JAMES SYMP^ 
SON, of Hoddersfield, in Yorkshire, an elderly Broad«cloth Wei- 
▼er, commanding him to do strange thinffs in PalUMall, and what 
be did :— a Wonderfiil Narrattve, m two Parts. To which Is added. 
The WOODPECKER TRAVESTIE; or. The TAXGATHERfiR 
KNOCKING ; a Pbetical Parody, now first published. 

%* To prevent the sabstitution of incorrect Editions^ Coontry 
. Orders for either of the above should expres^ACuete, *^ HONE^s 
£DmON«»PRiC£ Sixpence." 

/. Swmi f Frmtetf 76, FUet Sinei, Lmim, 



PREFA€E, 



2is effusion which has excited^ and grafted a 
curiosity unparalleled in extent since the press teemed 
with the productions of the immortal Burke ^ which 
our children^ yet unborn^ who have pure hearts and 
feelings, will admire in after time with the same tap^ 
ture as their fathers do now, could scarcely be ex^ 
pectedto afrive at its highest station in our moral at* 
fnosphere^ without excitingmvy in the weak^ captious-- 
ness in the wayward^ and surprise in the dulL 

But thai a huge colossus of the periodical press 
should step out, and *^ have ajlingat it,'* wasper* 
haps, far obmous reasons, never contemplated by^its 
Author. 

Such, however, is the fact .^-^^ the great northjeril 
ligtit of the sister metropolis of Britain, as though 
jealous of the steady soar tf an emanation from the 
sister island, has flashed with mighty ^re at the 
daring aspirant; ^hich, notwithstanding its medp- 
tated deep damnation, proceeds in its destined 



career. 



In plain English''^ 

TAe Edinburgh Review has declared dgainst ** The 
Speech;*' the Author has pleaded a justificaiioni^^^ 
they have put themselves, upon their Country; 
therefore let the Reader determine betwen them. 



■ ■» 
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CHARL£S PHILLIPS, Esq. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

Sib — ^The notice which you have been pleaded 
to take of a speech, purporting to have* been deli- 
vered by me in the Court of Common Pleas, Dub- 
lin, will, I hope, shield me from the charge of ob- 
tmsion in thus publicly addressing you. 

To be noticed by a work so valuable in every re- 
spect as the Edinburgh Review, is a distinction 
which I sufficiently appreciate — a distinction, how- 
ever, which I regret was not reserved for the effort 
of more matured years, and for an effort authorised 
by my sanction. 

The first-essays of a young barrister in a Court of 
Justice is scarcely a legitimate subject for criticism ; 
when unauthenticated, it is not so at all. Against 
such an interference I enter my protest; and I do so 
the more seriously, in the first instance, in conse* 
quence of your avowed intention to watch those 
future professional exertions which my pursuits in 
life may render necessary, and which the specula-r 
tions of a foreign printer may, without my authority, 
induce him to promulgate. The English pamphlet 
on which you found your criticism, I never saw 
until it had gone through several editions; and, 
though very kindly, it is, in some respects, very in- 
correctly edited. 

For your indulgence in many instances I have a 
right to be grateful, and, amongst others, for what 
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you denominate ^ my. independent and bonouralUe 
conduct in the political contests of my country/' 
This is indeed, high . praise ; far above the ^^ ttn«» 
donbted talents, and even gjenins/' you concede to 
me^ — it is the. praise of principle. Little, however, 
should I deserve suqh an encomium, if I did not 
denounce, with grief and with indignation, the un- 
worthy sneers flung upon, that country in your 
very commencement — a country but too historically 
said to be , 

« — _— .- ever hardly used. 

At random censared and abused/' , 

Such prejudices, vulgarized by the bigot's eiemt, 
and polluted by the parasite's adoption, should not 
have disgraced a page rendered valuable alike by 
its ability and its patriotism. There is, however, 
a novelty even in the vices of genius; and you have 
contrived, I believe for the first^time, to cast upon 
the proverbially ardent generosity of the Irish cba* 
racter the imputation of ^' craft/' The imputation 
has all the merit of invention; and, were I disposed 
to imitate this national illiberality, I would say, that 
the charge of ^^ craft," coming from a Scotchman^ 
has an air of innocent simplicity about it, which 
much more than neutralizes its virulence. After 
such a theme, your remarks upon myself are scarcely 
worth considering. I dismiss the Pre£Eice alto- 
gether, of whose author, whose well-meant exa^e- 
rations in my favour I willingly admit, I am entirely 
ignorant; neither is it necessary to go at length' into 
your criticism. The very first page amply duci* 
dates the spirit in which it was commenced, and the 
talent with which it is conducted. I had said, that 
my learned colleagues bad " conceded" to me the 
statement. Yon remark upon this — ^' concession 
is here used, rather aukwardly, for assent." Now, 
Sir, it was not used merely to jqiply assent — it im- 
plied much more; it impliedAat they not only had 
assented to my having the statement, but tlmt they 
had conceded to i^e that station to which not o^Jty 



ikiir ^eniofitf^ hut their talent0, liad totitled them, 
Ya« sMt observe, Hie expresstmi, *^ to deedilth6 
«tory of my client's misfiM^UDeft,^^ is not bapp7--»- 
•carody accurate; and the ameodmetit yoo propose 
IS, *^ to detail the particulars/' Your alteration, ia 
my opinion, is any thing but ab amendment. To 
^^ deiaii i^' particulars,'^ if it be stose at alU you 
■MMt admit is, to say the best of it, do^rnright tauto- 
logy. The next expression at which you cavil is, 
** my friendship for my client being cemented by 
our mutual attachments'' — (it is, by a manifest 
error of the press, printed ** attachment.") The 
meaning of the expression requires no second sight ; 
the idem velie and the idem nolle are classical au-» 
thority for the growth of friendship, and if I have 
erred at allywhich I deny, I have erred with Sallust. 
'>iteally, Sir, when you failed in provinigf an ^* inac- 
curacy of diction^' yi me, I must admit the gene« 
ixisity with which you have exemplified it in your* 
self. Such is the extent, and such the value, of the 
verbal criticism to which you haVe descended. 

The quotations which you have selected I leave 
entirely to their intrinsic merit; remarking, however, 
that it is not quite fair in a critic to cull out some 
faigh^wrooght passage for his comment, totally omit- 
ting the previous dry detail which it was intended 
to relieve, to enliven, or to illustrate. Pursuing 
your remarks in tl^e spirit in which you commenced 
them, it suits a purpose to assert, that I claimed for 
Ireland a " monopoly of chastity." I claimed no 
such thing; but Ldid say, and I repeat the assertion 
with pleasure and H'ith pride, that an inviolable ob-* 
.servance of the marriage vow is the national cha- 
racteristic of the Irish female. How do you repel 
my position .> By asserting, forsooth, that the 
highest damages ever given in cases of this nature 
bave been adjudged in Ireland, as if the very fact 
did not establish fliy argument. If our Irish 
juries were more accustomed to the vic^, no doubt 
they would view It with taauch less abhorrence. But, 



it seams, ^V*^;<^w** ^^^ y^^v jMet^if tipe neuter 
freijueDtly .exhibit Irish names/' • Loiolcagaitiatihe 
records, — ^ou will find them almost uniformly the 
naiiiesof MEN^and those n^en scarcely e^er piaint^i»4 
Our lovers *' on this side, of the water'* arcy I am 
afrs^d, too like the lovers of every other nation ; and» 
indeed, the annals of your very last term but too 
fjEitally demonstrate, that our own minstrel bleiided 
the accuracy of the historian with the inspir»tian 
of the poet, wh^n^^ for once ungallant, be described 
your fair ones as wanting 

** — -^-pr- the wild, sweet, ]m9crY. fenoe, . 

VVTijch round th^ flowers of Eiio dwells, 
Which warns the touch, while winning the sense. 
Nor charms us least, when it most repels.'^ 

You have, I am aware, your answer ready. It is 
all to be ascribed to our 'V imperfect; civilization/* 
Oh, my loved country f* denounced. ]t)y the bigot — . 
defamed bythe foreigner— deserted by thy own 
apostate patriots; but still my loved, my native 
Ireland! long may the hi&^hest human virtues — the 
chivalry of spirit — the hospitality of heart — the 
grand^ uncalculating generosity of character — the 
modesty of thy maids — tlie chastity of thy ma- 
trotis — the innate hereditary heroism of thy sons» 
denote and dighify thy .'^imperfect civilization !" 
Alas, alas! why should the enlightened page ot 
Scotland pollute the fountain of its fine philosophy 
with the poison of an impure and impious prejudice ! 
Sit, was this fair? was this candid? . Was it frpm.a 
consciousness of this illiberah'ty, t^at you decried 
the well-earned panegyric ou Lord Erskipe, and, in 
doing so, attributed to me language which 1 never 
uttered? For instance, I bever called his mind 
" legitimate." The phrase 1 used was, his "• legist 
/alii;€ mind ;^' arid ev^i your sagacity will not in- 
cline to " hint that the expression is UDinteliigible." 
But, indeed, it seems as if you were determined to 
be intolerant of that liberality in others, of which 
\pu were predetermined to divest yourself! 
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Why wotiM you ini^imiate that' I introduced that 
great and noble character in comparison \>rith my- 
self? Why would you say I wanted to remind the 
jury of his' similar exertions? You knew he hadf 
endeavoured to render the oifence which I was de- 
nouncing, a criminal offence; and, surely, when 
such a man thought so heinously of its perpetration, 
it was, at least as far as high authority could go, an 
argument for adjudging (he highest possible civil 
compensation . Such was my expressed motive for 
mentioning Lotd Erskine, and it was not the duty 
of a critic either to conceal or misrepresent it. Far, 
far be it from me to institute the vain and egotistical 
comparison: if, after all experience and industry 
can produce — if, after the studies of the lamp and 
the labours of the morning, in the close of my life 
I can come within the penumbra of his immortal 
name, it will be a triumph beyond the dream of my 
hope, or the vanity of my ambition. 

You, Sir, who have adopted the office of com- 
mentator yourself, will know how to excuse the free- 
dom of these not voluntary observations. Acknow- 
ledging, as I do, in many respects, the just severity 
of your criticism, I shall endeavour to correct the 
vices which have fallen within its censure ; though 
perhaps many may think that the unfortunate .case, 
in which you condemn the colouring, was one, of 
all others, in the consideration of which it was the 
policy of the advocate to lull the judgment,^ and call 
the passions into operation. 

I have the honour to subscribe myself. 

Sir, &c. 

CHARLES PHILLIPS. 

DuhU», Janumrif 2, IBM. 



" Irish Eloquence ;** 

]B£ING THE CRITIQUE, VERBATIM, ON MR* PHILLIPS'S 

SPEECH, FROM THE 

EDINBURGH REVIEW, No.L* 



Whatever grievances the sister kiDgdom may haVe to eom-i 
plain of, at the hands of this country, we apprehend, she cannot - 
accuse us of insensibility to the worth and genius of her people; 
On the contrary, there seems to exist a spirit of exaggeratioa 
regarding them — a disposition to make up for the evils occasioned 
by misgovemment and abuse, by a somewhat unlimited praise of 
Irish warm-heartedness, and Irish eloquence. Our Irish brethren, 
too, have generally been very ready to accept of these honours ; 
and to console themselves ibr the loss of more substantial good, 
by admitting that they are indeed the best-hearted ilnd most do^ 
quent of mankind. From time to time, doubts m&y haVe beed 
hinted as to the soundness of this doctrine ; and sceptical or cold- 
blooded observers may have fancied they could trace both the one 
quality and the other to a certain vehemence of temperament, th^ 
growth of imperfect civilization ; the more especially, when the 
Inrarmth of feeling was perceived to be often in alliance with craft 
as well as violence, and the glow of fancy to be unchastened hy 
sound taste. But, generally speaking, the opinion of men seems 
fixed upon the subject ; and he would me^t with a sorry reception^ 
we imagine, on either side of the Channel, who should dispute the 
position, that Ireland is Ijhe land of generous natures and eloquent 
tongues. Accordingly, we are not about to deny any such tenet; 
we only claim for ourselves the privilege of hatching the attempts 
made to import the Irish arti'cle into this country ; and, admitting 
it to be admiral^ly fitted for home consumptiotij we think nothing 
can be much clearer than its.unsuitableness to our market. Thife 
reader will immediately perceive, that we iire speaking merely of 
the kind of composition usually denominated Irish Oratory, itt 
which the better speakers who have come over to England deal 
▼ety sparingly, and the best not at all, — but of which the speech 
of Mr. Phillips, now before us, is almost entirely made up. It^ 
characteristics are, great force of imagination, without any regula- 
rity or restraint ; great copiousness of language, with little selec- 
tion or propriety ; vehemence of sentiment, often out of place ^ 
warmth of feeling, generally overdone ; a frequent substitution of 
jingling words for ideas; and such a defect in skill (with reference 
to the object in view), as may be supposed to result ft'ora the in- 
temperate love of luxuriant declamation, to which all higher .coti- 
sideiations are sacrificed. The merits peculiar to this school of 
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tbetoric vft are far from denying; but they are of dangerous ex- 
ample, and, at the best, of a subordinate bast. Tbey are not, 
indeed, by any means of easy attahiiiient ; and eren their excess, 
the fault they are principally liable to, is the vice of clever, not 
of dull minds. Yet no one, ivhose taste is hot eitKeniely feul'ty, of 
corrupted by the study of models from this school, can hesitate a 
moment in rejecting them, when offered as a sample of legitimate 
eloquence. We purpose, therefore, to bestow a little attention 
fftMm Mt*. Phillips^s spelch, coniing forward, as it should ieejii» to 
claim the praise, not merely of a speech which did its business 
with the jury, and might be forgotten,^ but one that deserves to 
live, and be regarded as a specimen of the art — ^a specimen, too, 
suited to the English as well as. Irish taste. We must frankly 
own, that» with every sense of its merits as a piece of IrisU elo- 
quence, we think they are not such as can recommend it to the 
more severe judgment of this country. 

7he purposes for which, the Prelace informs iis, this Speech is 
published are, " the encouragement of eloquence," and the resto^ 
ration of our " sinking virtue." It was delivered for the plajntiii* 
in an action for criminal conversation ; and it pierced (we are told) 
*^ the heart of the defendant, even to the blackness of its core, by 
^e withering glance of indignant genius." The editor, indeed^ 
seems to be aware of the powerful circumstances which are likely to 
oounteract the effects of " the breath of eloquence in re-animating 
the sleeping energies" of virtue. But he argues judiciously enough^ 
that if the " electrical effects of the eloquence p£ Demosthenes 
upon the populace of Greece could nerve the arm of the coward, 
and soothe the ruffled spirit of the disaffected," — ** why should it 
not now be successful in correcting, or at least shaming, the depra^ 
vities of the abandoned ?" — and therewithal he gives us a weta- 
plior of some length, touching a <* wily serpent." It is, however, 
with the Speech itself, and not with the Preface, that we now have 
to do ; and we proceed to consider it, laying wholly out of our 
▼iew, as justice requires, the praises of the editor, and only recot 
lecting pf the speaker the very favourable impression left upon 
the pi^blic by his beautiful poem of the^ Emerald Isle, and his 
independent and honourable conduct in the political contests of 
his^ country. 

We b<3gan the perusal of this performance under the impression 
Aat^ as it was to be judged by a severe standard, some accuracy 
of diction might, among other essentials of oratory, be looked for. 
The two first sentences undeceived iis ; in which correctness is 
satrificed to an unmeaning jingle three several times. 

** In this case l am of counsel for the plaintiff, who has depute^ 
vote, with the kind concession of my much more efficient colleagues, 
to detail to you the story of his misfortunes. In the course of a 
long friendship which has existed between us, originating in mfh 
if tfo/ pursuits, and cemented by mutual attachment, never until 
this instant did I feel any thing but pleasure in the claims whict 
it created, or the duty which it imposed^' 

Concession is here, rather awkwardly^ used for assent, but tiien 
the former word jingles widi l^nd; mutual is put for common. 
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because it wa9 to be repeated in the other limb of the sentence ; and 
a distinction is created between the claims and the Aifjf of friend- 
ship, that we may hear roundly of the ^* claims which it created, 
or the duty which it imposed." The expression, '' to detail to yoa 
the story of his misfortunes/' is not happy — scarcely accurate. 
It should have been, " to tell you the story," or •* to detaiil the par- 
ticulars ;" — but rather the former. A friendship originating in simi- 
lar pursuits is intelligible ; but ** a friendship cemented by mutual 
attachment, after it had so originated, is not sense — it is as if he 
bad said, " a friendship originating in our pursuits, and cemented 
by our A^iendship/' In the third sentence Mr. Phillips says, *' that 
he cannot help being pained at the kindness of a partiality 
which, " iSrc, " To be pained^" never was good English, though 
there are old authorities for it ; to be pained at a thing, we sus- 
pect, never was English at all; — but *' the kindness of partiality'' 
18 an absurdity in any laifguage. In the next sentence we have 
^' misfortune veiling the furrows which its tears had burned, and 
hiding under the decorations of an artful drapery the heart-rent 
faeavings with which its bosom throbbed :*' a metaphor by no 
means correct, and therefore wholly to be rejected as a figure ; — 
but, were it ever so just, far too violent for the very opening of a 
speech. What orator ever ventured upon such ground at the end 
of the first minute ? Before he has been speaking another minute, 
we have him (as might indeed be expected) among " earthquakes 
that convulse, and pestilence that infects ;" and then comes one of 
the most laboured passages of the Speech, which closes the exor- 
dium. It begins with an expression, borrowed, we believe, from 
the American dictionary, and contains, beside much false orna- 
ment, some words, the coining of which could only have been ex- 
cused in the vehemence of an advanced period of the declamation. 
'* No matter how we may have graduated in the scale of na- 
tions; no matter with what wreath we may have been adorned, or 
what blessings we may have been denied ; no matter what may 
have been our feuds, or follies, or our misfortunes : it has ^t least 
been universally conceded, that our hearths were the home of th^ 
domestic virtues, and that love, honour, and conjugal fidelity^ 
were the dear and indisputable deities of our household. Ar^un(| 
the fire-side of the Irish hovel hospitality circumscribed' H^ 
sacred circle ; and a provision to punish, created a suspicion of 
the possibility of its violation. But, of all the ties that bound, of 
all the bounties that blessed her, Ireland most obeyed, most loved^ 
most reverenced, the nuptial contract. She saw it the gift of 
peaven, the charm of earth, the joy of the present, the promise 
of the future, the innocence of enjoyment, the chastity of passion, 
the sacrament of love : the slender curtain that shades tne sanc* 
tuary of her marriage-bed has in its purity the splendour of the 
mountain snow, and for its protection' the texture of t^e mountain 
adamant. Gentlemen, that national sanctuary has been inyaded^- 
that venerable divinity has been violated —and it^ tenderest pledge^ 

I:om from their shrine, by the polluted r9pine of a kindless, heart- 
ess, prayerless, remorseless adulterer. To you, — religion defilec), 
morak insultedi law despised, pubUc order foidly viglated, add 
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plaifitiff's fBOtl^er h\l a sacrifice to Ibe distre$9 of her soq's fa- 
mily^ and died l^^fore tne trial of the cause. Mr. Phillips ma^etf 
a good use of this passi^ge; but we are realty prevented from ex- 
tracting his observations, by the dreadful piece of violent figure 
which spoils it; — he actually speaks of " the solace of an artery 
tprp from the heart-strings." 

It is impossible to vary the ordinary topics which cases of seduc- 
tiop present. The orator yriil dwell chiefly, no doubt, upon the 
peculiarities of the one in hand ; but he must also bring before 
his auditors those features w^fch it has in common with others, 
^d ^hich, after all, are likely to be the most important. In pour- 
tiliyii^lg these, he c^p hardly strifie out any thing very novel at this 
time of day; and, accordingly, no one will blame Mr. Phillips for 
resorting to siich established topics — (established because they 
have been found effective) — as enumerating the excuses which his 
adversary might have had for his conduct, but which he had not. 
Tet it must be observed, that this should be an enumeratioBy apd 
veiy little more. He must not dwell upon them, as if he were 
i:eally urging them in favour of the defendant, when he is only to 
^hew that his conduct is left bare of all palliation. Had be been 
let to (defend the seduction, be might have enlarged upon the 
enormities which had not been committed, because the* direct 
tendency of such a description is to diminish the effect of the ihit\s 
actually committed, and this effect is lessened by every shade th^ 
h cast upon 4he contrast. But nothing can be more absurd, than 
to descant at length upon a topic of palliation, merely in order tp 
aay, that your adversary had no such excuse. The following pas- 
^ge sins grievously against this rule; and is, moreover, in the 
vrprst style of florid and mawkish novel-writing. 

*^ It might perhaps have been, that, in their early years, this 
ffuilty pair had cherished ^n innocent attachment; it might have 
been, that, in their spring of life, when Fancy waved her fairy 
l|rand around them, till all above was sunshine, and all beneath 
lyas powers, — when, to their clear and charmed vision, this ample 
i(rorld was but a weedless garden, where every tint s^oke Nature's 
Ipvelinejss, and every sound breathed Heaven's melody, and every 
t>reeze was but embodied fragrance; — it might have been, that, in 
this cloudless holiday. Love wove his roseate bondage around 
(hem, till their young hearts so grew together, that a separate ex- 
istence ceased, and life itself became a sweet identity : it might 
ti^yc been, that, envious of this paradise, some worse than daemon 
tore them from each other, to pine for years in absence, and at 
length to perish in a palliated impiety. Oh ! Gentlemen, in such 
a case. Justice herself, with her uplifted sword, would call on 
l^ef cy to preserve the victim. There was qq such palliation ; the 
period of their acquaintance was little more than sufliicient for the 
pi^aturity of their crime; and they dare not libel love by shielding 
Milder its soft and sacred name the loathsome revels of an adul- 
terous depravity." 

A little further on^ in handling another such topic, he alludes to 
Ireland, as " a land of courage and chivalry, where the female 
form tifs bei^ j^eld ^ a patent direct from the Pivinit^, beariog 
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In its chaste aiid charm^sd Mi^lessiie^s^ ti)e i^sniaiice of its itrehgihg 
aihi tbe amulet of its prdtectfon/^ All which, we i^etlture to say. 
is nefther tolerable eloquence, nor even niiddling poetry, but wiuf 
iiincdhetent rhapsody — d patchwork of broken pieces of figures*, 
brought together to makb sume hew figure, without consistency 
of forni, syiiimetry of proportions, or harmony, or even nature in 
the colouring. , 

tVe how approach a pdrt of the speech which w^s oiaiiLed by 
the nrost unequivocal, 'diid, w^ trust, universal testimony, of the 
audiience's approbatioh. " A burst of dpplause,^' we are informed, 
" n-om the whole bar dnd anditory followed the delivery of this 
passage." It seems, thi^ defendant had been vile, and also stupid 
enough to avow, that a love of distinction was the motive of his 
conduct ; at least, so Mr. Phillips chooses to ^pply an expfessfoii 
used by him : and from thence he drawd the passage so much ap- 
plauded. 

'* I had heard, indeed, that dmbitioh was a vice, — but then a 
vi^ hb equivocal, it verged on virtue ; that it was the aspiration 
of a spirit, sometimeis perhaps a|)pailing, always magniificeht; that, 
though its gtasp might b^ fate, ^nd its flight might be famine, still 
It reposed on earth's pihhacl^, abd played in heaven's lightnings; 
that, though it might fall in riiihs, it arose in tire, and was withal 
so splendid, that even the horrors of that fkll became imtnerged 
and mitigated in the beauties of that aberration ! but here is an am- 
bition — ^base, and barbarous, and illegitimate ; with all the grossness 
of the vice, with none of the gratidebr of the virtue ; a mean, muflled, 
dastard incendiary, who, in the silence of sleep, and in the shades 
of mfdnight, steals his Ephesian torch into the fane, which it was 
virtue to adore, and worse than sacrilege to have violated.^^ 

Now, we will venture to affirm, that if any one had dared To 
this country to produce such 2i flighty and had escaped the worst 
of calamities — moving his hearers to laughter, he would infallibly 
have encountered the next M'orst — ^the leaving their feelings far 
behind him, and attering with vast emotion a most impassioned 
sentence, whicli fell dead and flat upon an audience unmoved, or 
ashamed of what they heard. We can much more easily forgive 
the other burst of applause, which is said to have followed the con- 
clusion of the Speech — both because there is a tendency to ap- 
plaud at the end of any harangue delivered with feeling, and be- 
cause it is much better than the former passage. The topic, in- 
deed, is not a common one in siteh eases ; he asks damages to re- 
lieve the children of the marriage — but he works up the matter 
very well ; and at the end more of vehemence can always be tole- 
rated than in any other part; 

" Believe me. Gentlemen, if it were not for those children, he 
would not come here to-day to seek such remuneration ; if it were 
not that, by your verdict, you may prevent those little innocent 
defrauded wretches from wandering beggars, as well as orphans, on 
the face of this earth. Oh, I know I need not ask this verdict 
from your mercy ; I need not extort it from your compassion ; I 
wiH receive it from your justice.^ I do conjure you, not as fathers, 
but as husbands; not as hubands, but as citizens; not as citizens, 
^t as men; not al jgMD> but as Ghlri«tifiaii;M>y all your obliga*- 
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tioil6» public, private^ mon(l» and religious; by the hearth profatie^l^ 
by the home desolated, by the canons of the living God foully 
spumed; — save, oh! save your fire-sides from the contagion, 
your country from the crime^ and perhaps thousands, yet unborn, 
from the shame, and sin, and sorrow of this example/'^ 

Among the least judicious parts of this speech, are the allusions 
lo Lord £rskine. Of course we shall not be suspected of dissent- 
ing from the highest panegyric which eloquence, even more inflated 
than Mr. Phillips's, can bestow upon that great orator and most 
skilful advocate, how much soever we may regret that the praises 
of so fine a model should be chanted in so unchastened and even 
pi^posterpus a strain. INeither must we be.supposed to insinuate, 
that Mr. Phillips introduces Lord Erskine by way of comparison 
with himself. Of any such folly we freely acquit him; but there 
is something singularly injudicious in calling the attention of his 
audience to that distinguished master's performances in cases of the 
8*ame sort, both because it shews that he is straining at an imita- 
tion of those models (a thing not good in poetry, and fatal to elo- 
quence), and because it. reminds us how great is his failure. Let 
him, indeed, find, in the whole compass of Lord Erskine's orations, 
one single instance of the business in hand (the great work of con- 
vincing or persuading) sacrificed to imagery or mere declamation, 
that is, sentence-making, aud speaking for speaking-sake — and we 
shall advise him to take the yet more severe graces of Demosthenes 
for his model. But until he has found this specimen, we must re- 
commend him to study Lord Erskine, rather than to praise him, 
^[f, indeed he must praise him, we venture to suggest, that " a sub- 
ject suited to his legitimate mind," is not intelligible ; and that 
the following passage presents no very clear idea, though meant to 
be very descriptive — " By the rare union of all that was learned 
in law with all that was lucid in eloquence; by the singular com- 
bination of all that was pure in morals with all that was profound in 
wisdom ; he has stamped upon every action of his life the blended 
authority/ of a great mind, and an unquestionable conviction/* 

Te conclude — Mr. Phillips is a man of undoubted talents, and 
even genius. He requires only a severe control over his fancy, 
and a careful study of the chaster models of composition, to excel 
in oratory. But the present specimen is unfavourable in itself; 
and only holds out a promise, which, if he listens to the plaudit^ 
of such auditors as he delivered it to, we are afraid, will never be 
fulfilled. ^ • 
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TO 



THB EDITOR 



OF XHE 



EDINBURGH REVIEW. 



The assertion in your last Revievir, that 
tills is the second time within two years that I 
have been honoured by your enmity, is quite 
correct ; and I begin by acknowledging this so- 
litary truth in your entire article. I appealed 
to the public in tbe first instance— I do so now 
again^ quite content, even though the same de- 
cision should provoke the third invective of mor- 
tified self-sufficiency. You have combined with 
mine. In this renewed attack, the name of Mr. 
Finlay — a man, above both my defence and 
your accusation. — ^Be assured^ his character 
stands much too high to be affected by the sneer 
<yf an habitual libeller. In the contest between 
OS you have a great advantage — the conceal 



ment of your name gives a currency to the 
scandal which might be deprived of all credit by 
its disclosure. It is said, indeed, that you are 
a member of the Scottish bar, but I cannot be- 
lieve it; if you were, you would know too well, 
and I hope Cbtimate too generously, the dispirit- 
ing difficulties of that profession, to attempt to 
crush a young man just struggling upon its 
threshold. — You would have felt that no adven- 
titious discouragements were necessary — that 
competition, envy, and the abstruseness of the 
science, were in themselves sufficient; and you 
would not have disgraced your high profession, 
by soliciting the wages of mercenary defama- 
tion. 

If disappointment even did sour you into a 
cynic, and that you questioned the talents which 
voja could not emulate, your education would 
havQ taught you at least the principles of a gen- 
tlenian; and you would have disdained to sub- 
stitute falsehood for facts, and personalities for 
criticism. However, your name or your pro- 
. fession are of little consequence — you have sur- 
rendered the one for the mean trade of whole- 
sale calumny, and you are very right not to 
consign the other to infamy by its publication. 

. I shall now, Sir, just examine a passage or 
two in the article before me, that the public; 
may see how admirably the spirit in which it 
originated, has been followed up by its veracity. 



You first accused me of having puffed my 
speeches. -r- You then affected satisfaction that 
your falsehood was exposed ; and immediately 
after this extorted retraction, you reiterate on 
me the refuted charge of professional ** empi- 
ricism." " The confidence," you say, *' whicU 
dictated this publication, was 2^ plant of no sickly 
growth.^* What a right the man who produced 
this sublime and novel image has to accuse me 
of metaphor ! 

Now let us see what it was which really did 
** dictate this publication." Early in my pro^ 
fession, I had made a speech, which very soon 
ftfter its delivery was reported in the newspa- 
pers. T^e publication was, in many respects^ a 
mutilated ai)d iqcorrect one; but I had gained 
a very ample verdict for my client^ and was, it 
appears, too culpably negligent of my personal 
rep^tatioo. The speech, such as it was, was 
instantly printed by no less than three* diflFer* 
ent unconnected bpol^ellers in Londpa, and by 
th.^ provincial printers in almost ^very town in 
£nglan4. I appeal to es^ch of those gentlemeo^ 
Whether I made to him the slightest previouf 
personal communication-r-whether the publjca* 
tion was npt an experiment, for the purpose of 
his own individual profit — whether he had ever 
seen, my fape, or submitted a proof sheet for my 
oorrection-^w^h^tbier, in short,, to use your owa 

* Mr. Aftperne, GornbiU; M^; mne. Old Bftiiey;. Mr, 
Andrewf, Eben^s, Old Bond Strcirt. 
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phrase^ it was " my confidence" or his own 
tinsolicited enterprise, which dictated the pro- 
ceeding ? To say I was not gratified by tliis, as 
it was^ singular distinction, would be adopting 
your own example, and saying what was not 
true. It did give me great gratification, a feel- 
ing in no way diminished by the reflection, that 
the moral qf that speech at least, more than 
equalled itis imaginary merit. I even submitted 
silently on that account, to the additional piracy 
of an Edinburgh publisher; and as I never blame 
any thing that is national^ I forgave him his ra- 
pacity. 

But though I submitted to Scotch piracy, I 
had no idea of countenancing Scotch misrepre* 
sentationi You instantly pounced on the little 
pamphlet, attacked it virulently, as an autho- 
rized publrcation, and visited upon me the con- 
sequences of your country^s avarice. With 
characteristic venom you announced your de- 
termination to watch my entire professional life, 
and never omit an opportunity of reviling me. 
It was a malignant promise, and therefore you 
have kept it. Thus menaced, I was compelled 
to collect those fugitive trifles, and incur at 
least, the censure of no errors but my own; : 

Now, Sir, with the knowledge of thoise facts 
kmifcssed by you — with the full conviction on 
your: minii, that the pabUcation vtr as forced from 
me by the anonymous slander <>f perhaps some 



baffled rival — ^how can you expect credit for, the. 
re-published falsehood, that it originated in 
*^ my own. empiricism?" So much for the truth 
of your very first assertion. Is it followed up 
by a literary criticism, or a personal attack? 
" Mr. Finlay,". you say, " must know thlat it 
was the speech of a person of little or no prao 
tice ; and who, probably^ made no other speech 
for long before and after it was delivered.'* The 
latter part of this sentence is not true. But you 
were quite ready to take it for granted, and 
argue away a man's professional character on 
mere ^^ probabilities ^ 

It may be as well here just to remark, en pas* 
sant, in proof of your incredible carelessness of 
every thing but abuse^ that after a laboured cri« 
ticism upon this speech,^ you have the impu- 
dence to declare, that " it is not in the volume I " 
In the very outset I confessed, that I had n^yer 
before spoken in a court of justice. Indeed, 
how could I ? I was but a year called to the 
bar, and I will venture to say, it was never be- 
fore known in the profession, , that so young a 
man had such a case committed to his inexpe- 
rience. But my client was my own personal 
friend, and, thank God, as far at least as de- 
pended on his barristers, he did not suffer by hia 
generous confidence in their exertions. The jury 
awarded him 5000/. 

But this with you is no criterion, th<>MS^ ia 
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the very next page you most consistently rely 
upon a lesser verdict as an argument for my 
condemnation. Behold the logic of the 
Sdotch Reviewer. He charges me with not at- 
tempting to *• convince or persuade/' and when 
I produce the instances where I have both 
'* convinced and persuaded/' he will acknow- 
ledge lio test but of his own creation. An Irish 
jury, it seems, are bad judges, — " no worse test 
cfin be conceived" — that is, unless they find 
against me, and then their judgment, is as the 
wisdom of Daniel ! Oh ! most notable Aristar- 
chus of the Highlands ! Wheii I succeed, da- 
mages are nothing — when I do not succeed, 
daniages are every thing i 

•The reasoning, however, with respect to ad 
advocate, is directly the reverse, because his 
iailure may be in noivay attributable to himself.' 
Thus, in the two unsuccessful cases in which 
you so glorify yourself, the first was an action 
for seduction, wberb connivance was clearly 
inferential; and the other, was a libel case, in 
vrhich my client; cdtitrary to all his declarations, 
turned out to be pretty much such a libeller as 
yourself. If a man bringing an action, chooses 
to mislead his advocate by false instructions, he 
has only himsdf to blame for not succeeding. 
With 'ec|ual justice you accuse me of " an inju- 
dicious choice of my topics." Pray, Sir, have you 
read my briefs ? Do you know what diffiqulties 
Th^d to encounter? What subjects L was ta 
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avoid > What altiisions the very poliey of the 
cesef foreed tipbn me ? Or are yon really so all 
aocomplished a doU, a6 tiot to know that the 
topics of an advocate are often more the resilH 
of decesftity than of choice. 

In a simila^ spirit it isj that without any re^^ 
ference whatevei* to wh&t preceded or followed* 
you hold up to ridicule §ome high wroulght 
^ passage^ omitting all togeftber the previous dry 
delail whieh it vvas meant to relieve, to enliven, 
or to illustrate. I might, oit siAnilar principles, 
take the numerical letter on any one of your 
pageSj and present it as a speeimen Of the En- 
tire review. Sach is year Oa'ndour, — let us see 
y/h^t^r it is ncM; rtv^iie^ by your correttne&s. 
Where did you discover that to '* blesd" and to 
^^ adorn" exprel^ the same idfa; and that to 
*' ennoble" and to "immortalize" are syno- 
nyniouis term^ ? 

On the -saoie authdfitiy fto doubt it is, that 
yon deny the possibility of ^^ ruden^s being 
decorated^*' ais if the Very wildest seenei'y in na- 
tare ha$ not (>ften thd more of ornament, fo^ 
hSaving the leas^ of art. I siispec1i> however, if 
yon want a finished personification of deeorat^sd 
rudeness, that you need only di^ntse yourself in 
the habiliments of a gentlen^ian. 

I. have now, Sir, selected sn^h specimens of 
your conduct as will, I hope, enable the public 

B 



to iippreciate your motives. We are in thie fac# 
6f day at issue before thelti, and I appeal tof 
any man of isenise> whether your object was to^ 
criticise or to crush me. Since the very infancy- 
of your reviewj you have invariably attacked 
every author who has had the luck not to be 
born on the northern side of the Tweed. Your 
policy is of genuine Highland origin. The' 
predatory banditti of the mountains, who •hated' 
the superiority, and lived by the phmder of 
their southern neighbours, are the exact modei- 
of your Mteraty borderer^. 

Memorable indeed are the instance!^ of %h\}s 
spirit, and memorable the i^xposttfes into whiclf 
it h^s betrayed you« You attacked Lord Byron,' 
and he chastised, rather than •shamed you int<3r 
a recantation. .i-^You libelled Moore, and you 
have ohamited your patrnode in a most insidious 
article, in which HoMER and Mr. Walter* 
Scott are classed together ! — You denounced 
the pious and the gifted Montgomery — ^With an 
impious industry, you raked into the Veiy grave , 
of Swift for the materials of your vrlificati<m.— 
You ^called the orations of our sublime Curran,* 
" the rowings of a notorious Irish barrister:** and 
I conclude my examples with' that oharacteris'' 
tic sentence, because it exhibits a iiK)st admi^ 
rable compendium of your individual envy, and 
your national prejudice. In all those instances 
you were an indifferent critic, and fortuti^ately 

** See the Review of Mr. Payne Knight's work on Tasie, 
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for the character of the country, you were a 
worse prophet. You are quite safe, however, 
jrotn critical retaliation. Where is the singlef 
speech of your own upon which the public eye 
has rested for a moment? Does one solitary 
page attest your claim to character? Have 
yon ever, in your life, made a literary effort, ex- 
cept in depreciating the fame of others ? What 
are you, in short, but the masked robber of 
tevery man's reputation. — ^Your bread obtained 
by purveying to the worst passions, and yont 
character, by traducing the brightest ornaments 

of society ! 

» 

Remember, Sir, I did not seelc this contest-^ 
you have attacked me twice in my character 
and my profession, and you have basely affected 
a regret at doing^ so ;. because, forsooth, our po- 
litical principles coincided ! Your political prin- 
cfple^ are, in my mind, ias much an article of 
traffic as your libels, and yt)ur friead^hip so 
much the more dangerous that^ yopp, enmity, 
because it would add the enjoyment of perfidy 
to that of defamation. 

I now. Sir, take my leave of you— rl have the 
consolation of thinking, that the sale of thou- 
sands upon thousands of those speeches, affords 
me at once a clue to your motives, and a proof 
that your opinions are at least not universal—* 
that they are translated, not as you would insi- 
nuate^ in the mere newspapers, but in separate 
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pamphlets^ both in France and Italy«r-4))a( t|ieif 
tendency is the very reverse of yonr^j to pror 
mote happiness, liberty, ^nd religiqn « ai^d thi^^ 
through the ]cipd partiality of my couptrymep, 
every term is adding to them. 



Compelled thus unwillingly to speak of 
self, I abandon the topic with much mo^^ plea-r 
$ure than I commenced it* I ^m quite ^iuceff 
in the acknowledgefnent of *^ jfay inpji^erabla 
errors." — They are qo^, bawev^r> tbf ^rqfs of 
the heart, and therefore, let ipe hope, arf not iu? 
corrigible; but, perhaps, even cynicifm cou}4 
scarcely have expected from five years of pro- 
fession^ life^ all the r^sul^ of e:|qperi(^c^, 

I am. Sir, 

# 

&e. &c. fcc^ 

CH4BUES PHIW4PS, 

DubUn, . 
Jmmary 10, ISlft 



NOTE, 



I. 

To Mr. Hone^ 
SIR, 

Understanding you are about tp publish • 
Letter from Mr. Phillips iu reply to an Article in tbe \»b% 
Edinburgh Review, I think myself bound in justice to Mr, 
Phillips to state, diat when his Speech in Quthrie t;. Sterne 
was published by me, we were wholly uQacijuainted, aud 
he was utterly ignorant of my intension. Of that Speech, 
nbout 5000 copies were sold ; ^nd of the Speeches on th^ 
Catholic Question, 21 less nuaober. Mr. Phillips receiveii;! 
no emolument whatever from tlve publication of ^ith^x^ 

I m, tec. 



23<2 Jan. 1818. 



JOHN ANDREWS. 



■ l U I M "I 



11. 

To Mr^ Hone. 

SIR, 

In- answer to your enquiry respecttc^ Mh Phil- 
lips's Sjpeecbes published by me, I have to acquaint you, 
that I published them without any previous coMmiBiication 
with Mr. Phillips, or without any knowlec^ of thatgen- 
tlemaaat that time; there were about dQOO so published, 
soMy on my own account, and consequently, without Mr. 
PbiUtpiB deriving any pecuniary ackantage from them. 

When Mr. Phillips came to L(in^Mi> he sat t9 Mr. 
Df unmond at my request for his poptrailj*— k k as you 
knew, an excellent likeness ; I published an engraving from 
it, with a Memoir of Mr. Phillips, in the European Ma- 
gazine for Nov. 1816. 



I am,. Sec. 

MS. ASPSRlft. 



Mth January, IB 18. 



14 

HI. ' 

Mr, Honeys Statement. 

As the publisher of the greatest number of Mr. Phil- 
lipsVSpeecheSy it becomes my duty to state, that I had no 
communication with that gentleman until he was in Loudon, 
just before his Speech at the public dinner ^ven to hiqi at 
Liverpool. I bad then published six of his . Speeches. 
Wtieu he was again in England, in October last, I saw binp 
several times ; and on the morning h^ attended Mr. CuVr 
Van's funeral, I sent him a plain silver snuJOf-box, with a line 
of inscription ; this is all Mr. PhiUips ever received front 
tne in acknowledgment for my editions of his Speeches. 
' The methods taken to extend the sale of the various edi- 
tions by advertisements and otherwise, were such as suite4 
the interest or convenience of the publisher. 

For the copyright of Mr. Phillips's ^' Lament of the 
Emerald Isle, on tbe.d^tb of.the Princess Charlotte, I 
about three weeks ago remitted him a sum — the only pe- 
cuittaf^traa^actton; between us — which, on the sale of the 
Monody exceeding a certain number, I shaH be enabled to 
double. 

The sales of my editions of Mr. Phillips's Speeches hi- 
therto, are, on a rough estimate, as under : 

Title. iSelbfor Copies SoM. 

Guthrie t;. Sterne 6df. . . . JJ,000 



9,500 
2,000 
4,000 
2,000 
8,000 



On the Catholic Question ". . . 6d. . 

O^Mullao V. M. Korhill .... 6<^ . 

Connaghtan v, Dillon . . ^ . . . Qd* . 

CreigfatoQ 9. Townshend .... 6d* • 

At Liverpool • (id. • 

Blake v. Wilkius 6d. . • * 1,500 

Browne v. Blake S^f- • • * 2,500 

Character of Napoleon (id. . « • 3,000 

. JPiist Letter to the Editor of. the 

*' Edinburgh Review " . . . • 6c?- . . \ 4,500 

41,000 



Including the various country editions, (some of them 
very incorrectly printed), there have not been less I am per- 
suaded, tha9 250,000: copies of Mr. Phillips's Speeches 

circulated in England. WILLIAM HONE. 

. . . < 

91th January^ 1818. 



